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Everyone Talks about Open Data and Transparency



Transparency: Journals

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability



Journal Policies Matter
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Transparency: Funders

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp



Funder Requirements Can Matter

Van Tuyl & Whitmire 2016: 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0147942

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0147942


Transparency: Norms*

http://andrewgelman.com/2011/11/04/insecure-researchers-arent-sharing-their-dat

* Or, don’t mess with Gelman



Mandating Transparency: 
Academic Organizations

APA Ethics Code: 
http://www.apa.org/ethics/code/



• Data access and research transparency (DA-RT) part of APSA 
ethics guidelines since 2013

• In 2014, editors from leading journals agreed to follow those 
guidelines:

• Require authors to ensure that cited data are available at the 
time of publication through a trusted digital repository.

• Require authors to delineate clearly the analytic procedures 
upon which their published claims rely

• Maintain a consistent data citation policy to increase the credit 
that data creators and suppliers receive for their work. 

The Political Science Experience



DA-RT and Qualitative Research



QDR Overview

• At Syracuse University 
• Online since 2014, NSF funded
• Curated, qualitative & mixed methods data
• Small holdings (~45 datasets), growing 
steadily

• Some overlap with DA-RT



Whither Qualitative Transparency?

•Costs / Logistics
•Ethical / Legal
•Epistemic / Ontological



Costs / Logistics

https://dialogueondart.org/petition/



Costs / Logistics: Ways Forward

•Funding for data preparation
•Lowering costs with good research 
practices

•Lowering costs with technology



Ethical / Legal

http://www.e-ir.info/2016/11/24/methods-war-how-ideas-matter-within-political-science/



Ethical / Legal: Ways Forward

• De-identifying qualitative data is (often) possible

• Not all data can or should be shared – but 

• Ongoing work with IRBs – increasing awareness

• Access restrictions
• General 
• Distributed Credentialing (ICPSR)
• Data Tags (IQSS / DataVerse) 



Epistemic / Ontological

http://duckofminerva.com/2015/11/put-a-da-rt-in-
it.html



Epistemic / Ontological: Ways Forward

• Find language appropriate for research 
tradition

• Consultative approach to data sharing
• Make Methods and Technology Meet 
Qualitative Practice

• E.g. Annotation for Transparent Inquiry
• E.g. QDA Software



Language: 
Transparency vs. Reproducibility

Transparency: Show data and methods used to arrive at 
conclusions

Reproducibility: Same data, same methods  same results

In quantitative research, reproducibility is a byproduct of 
transparency



Transparency vs. Reproducibility: 
Epistemology

Solipsism: Only 
author can 
understand 
their own data

Positivism: 
Search for 
universal 
laws

Transparency

Reproducibility

Interpretation, 
“understanding”



Quantitative Research: Matrix Data

Toby Bolsen, Thomas J. Leeper, and Matthew Shapiro. 
2014. “Doing What Others Do: Norms, Science, and 
Collective Action on Global Warming.” American Politics 
Research 42(1): 65–89.

Open 
Science

http://apr.sagepub.com/content/42/1/65


Qualitative Research: Granular Data



Annotation for Transparent Inquiry (ATI)

See more on qdr.syr.edu/ati

Example: bit.do/qdr-ati-omahoney



Sharing QDA Data

• Meaningful units with file/unit level metadata
• Consistent and meaningful file naming
• Consider de-identification & human participant concerns 

Annotate coding decisions (e.g. code for de-identification 
during analysis)

• Include general documentation such as coding guidance
• Create copy of project and provide two exports: 

• Generally readable (RTF, PDF, Excel, or similar)
• Proprietary (.npv) and as complete as possible

• Ongoing work on exchange/archive format
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