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Background
DRUM launched in 2015 as the 
institutional data repository for the 
University of Minnesota 

Managed by the University Libraries. Data 
storage hosted by Office of IT. Developed 
under leadership from Vice President for 
Research. 

Underpinning DRUM is a campus-wide 
Research Data Management Policy (2015)

http://z.umn.edu/DRUM



Certification
DRUM acquired the CoreTrustSeal on 
May 25, 2017

Originally applied under the Data Seal of 
Approval guidelines but got caught in the 
transition. 

Lengthy internal process. Started work on 
self-assessment in March 2016. 

Goals: Use the tool as benchmarking local 
practice against recognized standards. 
The certification was an added bonus!

Unclear response from users. Ie. no one 
has heard of it.



R2: Licenses
R2. The repository maintains all applicable licenses covering data access and use and 
monitors compliance.

Guidance: Repositories must maintain all applicable licenses covering data access and use, 
communicate about them with users, and monitor compliance. This Requirement relates to the 
access regulations and applicable licenses set by the data repository itself, as well as any codes 
of conduct that are generally accepted in the relevant sector for the exchange and proper use of 
knowledge and information. Reviewers will be seeking evidence that the repository has sufficient 
controls in place according to the access criteria of their data holdings, as well as evidence that 
any relevant licences or processes are well managed. For this Requirement, please describe:

● License agreements in use.
● Conditions of use (distribution, intended use, protection of sensitive data, etc.).
● Documentation on measures in the case of noncompliance with conditions of access and 

use. 
● Note: Used in conjunction with R4 (Confidentiality/Ethics) and R10 (Preservation Plan).



R2: Licenses - Minnesota’s Response

Creative Commons Licenses and other 
well defined licenses such as GNU. 

DRUM End User Access Policy and 
Terms of Use (also addressing R4)

U of M Acceptable Use Policy

U of M Acceptable 
Use Policy 

DRUM End User 
Access Policy

Author applied 
License 
(option)



License Ex.

Creative Commons Licenses and 
other well defined licenses such 
as GNU. 



License Ex.

DRUM End User Access Policy 
and Terms of Use
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License Ex.

DRUM End User Access Policy 
and Terms of Use



License Ex.

U of M Acceptable Use Policy



Question regarding R2: Licenses

Q1. What metadata displays when no license is applied by the author? Only this information is 
carried with the metadata (OAI feed, DataCite record etc.). 

● There is not a “No License” license…. All Rights Reserved? All rights reserved to the extent 
possible under US copyright law?

Q2: What if a repository currently does not have an established standard license? How can a 
repository determine and implement the appropriate license types? 

● Journal data sharing requirements (PLOS, Nature etc.)
● Issues in copyright law and data: Are licenses necessary for data at all?

Q3: What are the methods that repositories could use to monitor licensing compliance?

● Citation trackers? Plagiarism tools?
● What is our role to intervene?


