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‘Scenography Cluster’ 2014, Swiss Cottage Library, photo: AndreasSkourtis

Scenography 1:1 — Direct Experience and Use of Space, as Design Tools in Educational Activities

‘..in the visualarts, ‘concept’ now replaces all the qualities of hard-earned skills of execution and
development. In their place, ideas are developed as ideas, as theoretical statements that lead to equally
intellectual statements and discussions in their place. The loss is notin words [or in drawings] butin the
draining away of what only comes from direct experience, which can challenge the mind and feeling by the
quality it brings’.

Peter Brook on A Midsummer Night’s Dream: acook and a concept’, The Guardian, 15.04.2013

How (and how often) do we (and how can we) include ‘direct experience’ of aspace, as a component of the process
when planning scenographiceducational platforms?Isita ‘skill’, and canit be ‘taught’?

Devising scenographyin 1:1 scale, in-situ curating the scenographic use of space and deciding the way an existing
architecture isinhabited theatrically, is now a scenographic practice widely used. How can we help students-future-
practitioners to further develop that part of theirextended ‘design/scenography toolbox’?

How can interdisciplinary collaboration in education equip students with collaboration skills, and raise their
awareness of a shared —with directors and theatre makers- future scenographic practice?

Is Scenography a practice/discipline only for scenographers/designers?

Inthis presentation, | will use asan example my work onthe ‘Scenography Cluster’, part of the ‘Interdisciplinary
Practices’ uniton MA Advanced Theatre Practice at RCSSD, and a partnership developed with the Swiss Cottage
Publiclibrary. In 2015, 2016 and 2017 the workshop took a form of a residency in various publicspaces of the
building during openingtimes. The building was used for the whole duration of the learning process, as well as for
the final outcome: aday of public ‘performancefragments’ and asummative assessment atthe same time.
Designers, directors and performers, enacting together scenographicchoicesin real time and space.
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‘Scenography Cluster’ 2015, Swiss Cottage Library, photo: Andreas Skourtis

Andreas Skourtis— CV

A Greek-born London-based practicing architect and scenographer, lam founderand artisticdirector of Performing
Architectures, a new company that creates real and virtual environments by designing, devisingand producing
scenography-led performances, installations, and buildings. |am a lecturerin scenography at the Royal Central
Schoolof Speech and Drama, teaching on BA Theatre Practice — Design for Stage and also leading the Scenography
Cluster, part of Interdisciplinary Practices Unit on MA Advanced Theatre Practice.

| studied architecture atthe Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, dramaat Theatre Lab in Thessaloniki, | hold an MA
in Theatre Design / Scenography from Wimbledon College of Arts, and a PGCertTLHE from Central.

Through practice, research and teaching, | explore ways of using different spaces and architectures as scenographic
toolsintheatre and performance.

| often work as a scenographer/-initiator/-leader of performances orinstallations, sometimes inspired by
biographical and every-day-life subjects. Recent projectsinclude a ‘walking performance’ and a site-responsive
performance/installation, using the millennium bridge and a Victorian warehouse in London as scenographic
metaphors.

| also collaborate with directors as a designerintheatre productions, investigating how to use a theatre buildingasa
‘found space’.

| designed the new studio theatre of Athens National Theatre, a flexible-retractable-transformable space thatwon a
‘Gold Medal for Best Work in Theatre Architecture and Performance Space’ at the Prague Quadrennial 2011. | am
currently designinganew ‘Performing Arts Centre’ for the International School of Ugandain Kampala. The new
building will include a460-seat auditorium and new facilities forthe drama, dance, musicand visual arts
departments. | will design Antigone, directed by Konstantinos Ntellas, forthe Epidaurus Festival inJuly 2018.

| am a professional member of the Architects Registration Board and the Society of British Theatre Designers, and a
fellow of HEA. | co-curated the UK student exhibit ‘The View from Here’ (PQ15, SBTD/ACTD) and | am vice -chair of
ACTD from 2018.



