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Design Standard Codes and Operational Definitions
	Standard
	Operational definition

	Design Standard 1: Systematic manipulation of the independent variable

	1
	Design was such that the independent variable was systematically manipulated 

	0
	Design was such that the independent variable was not systematically manipulated 

	Design Standard 2A: Inter-observer agreement reported

	1
	Inter-assessor agreement was reported 

	0
	Inter-assessor agreement was not reported 

	Design Standard 2B: Inter-observer agreement frequency

	2
	Inter-assessor agreement was collected on 20% of the data points within each condition 

	1
	Inter-assessor agreement was collected on 20% of the data points, but the study does not specify that it was collected for a minimum of 20% for every condition/phase 

	0
	Inter-assessor agreement was collected or reported for less than 20% in each condition 

	Design Standard 2C: Inter-observer agreement quality

	2
	Inter-assessor agreement was .80 for percentage agreement or .60 kappa for all phases  

	1
	Reports a minimum average of 80% or .60 kappa, but does not disaggregate by phase

	0
	Inter-assessor agreement was reported below 80% or .60 kappa 

	Design Standard 3: Attempt to demonstrate experimental control 

	1
	The experiment included three attempts to demonstrate an experimental effect at three different points in time

	0
	The experiment did not include at least three attempts to demonstrate an intervention effect at three different points in time 

	Design Standard 4: Number of data points per phase

	2
	Experiment includes a minimum of five data points per phase 

	1
	Experiment includes a minimum of three to four data points per phase

	0
	Experiment includes less than three data points per phase 

	Design Standard 5A (MPD only): Initial baseline sessions

	2
	Within the first three baseline sessions, each level/case includes at least three consecutive probe points

	1
	Within the first three baseline sessions, each level/case includes at least one probe point

	0
	Does not include probe points within the first three baseline sessions 

	Design Standard 5B (MPD only): Probe points prior to intervention

	2
	When the independent variable is introduced, at each level/case, there are at least three consecutive points just prior to that point in time for all levels/cases 

	1
	When the independent variable is introduced at each level/case, there is at least one probe point just prior to that point in time for all levels/cases

	0
	No data points prior to implementation of the independent variable 

	Design Standard 5C (MPD only): Additional probe point considerations

	1
	When the independent variable is introduced at each level/case, all levels/cases not in intervention must have a probe point when another case first receives intervention or reaches a pre-specified criterion  

	0
	Does not include a probe point when the independent variable is introduced to other cases/levels 

	Overall evaluationa

	2
	The experiment received the highest possible score for all Design standards (e.g., a score of 2 for Design Standards 2B, 2C, and 4 and a score of 1 for Design Standards 1, 2A, and 3).

	1
	The experiment received a score of 1 for Design Standards 2B, 2C, or 4 and received no scores of 0 for Design Standards 1-4.  

	0
	The experiment received a score of 0 on one or more Design Standards.


Note. Design Standards were adapted from the What Works Clearinghouse Standards, developed by Kratochwill et al. (2013) and adapted by Maggin et al (2013). 
a ratings for Design Standards 5A-5C were not included in the overall evaluation; MPD = multiple probe design
