S1. Table.  Bacterial strains and Plasmids used in this study
	Bacterial strain or plasmid 
	Relevant features or genotype 
	Source or reference 

	Clostridium difficile JIR8094 
	Erms derivative of strain 630 
	O’Connor et al. (2006)

	Clostridium difficile R20291 
	Clinical isolate - NAP1/027 ribotype, isolated in 2006 following an outbreak in Stoke Mandeville Hospital, UK
	Stabler et al. (2009)

	Escherichia coli DH5α 
	endA1 recA1 deoR hsdR17 (rK− mK+)
	NEB

	Escherichia coli S17-1 
	Strain with integrated RP4 conjugation transfer function; favors conjugation between E. coli and C. difficile
	Teng et al. (1998)

	Clostridium difficile JIR8094::sinR R”
	JIR8094 with intron insertion within sinR
	This study

	Clostridium difficile R20291::sinRR’ 
	R20291with intron insertion within sinR 
	This study

	Clostridium difficile R20291::sinR’ : 
	R20291with intron insertion within sinR’ 
	This study

	Clostridium difficile UK1
	Clinical isolate
	Sorg et al., (2010)

	Clostridium difficile UK1::codY
	
	Mooyottu et al. (2014) 

	R20291::sigD
	R20291with intron insertion within sigD  
	This study

	pMTL007-CE5
	ClosTron plasmid
	Heap et al.  (2010)

	pMTL007-CE5:Cdi-sinR-141a 
	pMTL007-CE5 with group II intron targeted to sinR 
	This study

	pMTL007-CE5:Cdi-sinR’-a
	pMTL007-CE5 with group II intron targeted to sinR’
	This study

	pMTL007-CE5:Cdi-sigD
	pMTL007-CE5 with group II intron targeted to sigD
	This study

	pRPF185
	E. coli/C. difficile shuttle plasmid 
	Fagan et al. (2011)

	pRG300
	pRPF185 containing sinR under inducible tet promoter 
	This study

	pRG334
	pRPF185 containing sinRR’ under inducible tet promoter
	This study

	pRG306
	pRPF185 containing sinR’ under inducible tet promoter
	This study

	pRG291
	pRPF185 containing sigD under inducible tet promoter
	This study

	pRG310
	pMTL84151 containing 759bp upstream sinR with sinR gene (sinR under own promoter)
	This study

	pRG311
	pMTL84151 containing 759bp upstream sinR with sinRR’ gene (sinRR’ under own promoter)
	This study

	pRG312
	pMTL84151 containing 300bp upstream spo0A with spo0A gene
	This study

	pRG329
	pET16B containing sinR gene with His tag 
	This study

	pRG327
	pET16B containing sinR’ gene with His tag 
	This study

	pRG359
	pET16B containing codY gene with His tag
	This study

	pGST parallel II
	GST parallel II vector for GST fusions
	Sheffield et al. (1999)

	pRG331
	GST parallel II containing sinR’ with GST tag 
	This study
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