My name is Shapla. | am from
Bangladesh. | was born in 1981 in a
small village in Sylhet. | came to
the UK in 2008. This is my story.







| am Shapla. My family has

~eight children: we are five
sisters and three brothers.
My mum | call Amma and
my dad | call Abba.

When | was eight years old,
my Abba passed away. | am
the youngest of my family.
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After | lost my dad, my young mind was broken.
But | was very, very good as a student. When | was 10 years
old, | got three scholarships. Remembering those times, |

feel very happy. This happiness continued until | was sixteen
years old.,
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This is my sister's gift
to me.

When | was six years
old, | got my ears
pierced and my sister
gave me some
earrings.
Unfortunately, | lost
them three times, but |
found them again and
they are still with me.




When my dad
passed away | was
very sad, but | got
very good results at
school and | got a
scholarship. So my
study life and school
life was very |
wonderful.







| | When | was 21, | got married to a British Bangladeshi and | felt
happy. | |







After | was married, |
faced lots of
immigration problem
and my husband
spent lots of money
and was very fed up.
But after 5 years | got
- my UK visa. My
family and my
husband's family felt

so happy.







: Wheh | came to the UK, | tried for a baby, but uhfortunately_ '
- | had three miscarriage. This is one of the big problems in

my life. | can't believe it happens so many t|mes It's reaIIy
~ hard and | had problems with depressnon. |

~ But | know it's not in my hands.




This is my only
daughter after three
miscarriages. Now
she is everything to
me.




Created as part of ‘Graphic Lives: telling Bangladeshi migrant women's stories through graphic narratives’.

In 2017, women from the British Bangladeshi community in Hyde explored their own life stories and the history of their communities
through life history, cross-cultural storytelling and digital skills, as well as visits to museums and galleries. They then created digital
comics using photographs, drawings and text .

This was a joint project between Manchester Metropolitan University and Hyde Community Action, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.




