working with h5P
what is H5P?
H5P is a free online content development tool, where you can create, share and reuse interactive activities. Using this software is quick and easy. Just set up a free account at https://h5p.org to get started. 
There are many advantages to using H5P to develop content:
· Not only is it free, H5P is supported with forums and updates, and it provides examples and tutorials to help get you started.
· Being cloud based means anyone in your team can access, create and edit content from any computer (as long as you all use the same login account).
· The content is not only interactive but responsive to different screen sizes and mobile friendly (as it uses html5 coding).
· Content is seamlessly embedded into Moodle or web pages, and any changes are automatically updated there.

However, it is also important to be aware of the shortfalls of H5P:
· Being cloud based means there can occasionally be slow loading times or timeouts/errors.
· It also means that whatever you make is public, though it is unlikely anyone will be looking to locate your content. (There is a complicated techie way to avoid this and feel free to email me if you feel up to the challenge).
· You cannot edit directly in Moodle, but must open the separate H5P program to make changes. 
· Additionally, while the activity templates are quite varied, they can be somewhat restrictive. You may have to be creative in discovering workarounds to achieve particular outcomes that you require.
· There is no way to gather data/analytics directly. If you are embedding in Moodle this can give you a broad idea of who is accessing the content, but more specific details are lacking.



different activity types
There are many different types of activities you can create in H5P. On the website, if you select an activity type, it will provide some simple examples for you to view. You can also view tutorials for each activity type to learn when and how to use it. Here are some of the most common activity templates:
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	A course presentation allows you to create slides with different activities on each. So for example, you can put together a slide with instructions, then a slide with a video, and then a slide with quiz questions - all as one activity. These are great for building games.
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	An interactive video lets you create popups (with extra information, hyperlinks etc), quiz questions and other interactions within a video. You can upload an MP4 file, or just use a YouTube URL. 
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	An accordion lets you build a drop down menu. You can put headings in each section, and when users click the heading, the information will appear below. This is a great space saver!

	[image: ]
	Dialog cards let you ask a question and then users flip the card to view the answer. These are great for posing complicated questions where the answer may not be easily expressed in a multiple choice or short answer/fill in the blank.
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	Find multiple hotspots lets you upload an image and then users must locate and click on particular spots on the image. For example, you could upload an image of the brain and ask them to click on the occipital lobe. There is another image hotspot activity, where users are provided with the spots as a button and information will pop up when they click.
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	Create a simple quiz with many different types of questions. You can create multiple choice, true/false, drag and drop, fill in the blanks, highlight particular words etc. Each of these question types can also be made individually as single questions rather than in a quiz activity. 


There are many more types of activities so get creative and see what will work for your content.
example: building a Course presentation
Login to H5P and go to your account page. This page will list all the content you have created. We will look at building a course presentation, as it is the most complex and the most versatile. Within a course presentation, you can add many of the other activity types to create one large activity with smaller activities in it.
1. At the top of the page, under Quick Links click on Create New Content. 
2. Select the content type from the drop-down menu. In this case, we will choose Course presentation.
3. Fill in a descriptive title, users won’t see this so make sure it’s something that will help you locate and use the activity again in the future.
4. You can now hover your mouse over each of the menu buttons to find out what they do. See the labelled diagram on page 5 to help you with this. 
5. Choose a background (bottom right menu) – you can select an image from your computer or a plain colour background. You can set the background as a template for all slides, or choose a different background for each slide. Make sure to think about contrast and ease of reading.
6. Add your content. The different types of content/activities are provided along the top menu (the + button at the end of this menu drops down for even more choices!). So you can add text, images, quiz questions, videos, audio, dialog cards, and more!
· When you select your content type, a popup window will appear for you to edit that activity. Fill in the sections and check the behavioural settings (further discussed below) – you can always go back and change these. If you’re not sure what an option does, turn it on and see. You may have to preview the presentation to view it properly (click the pink Save button at the bottom of the screen, then click on Edit at the top to return to edit mode).
7. Click and drag to rearrange content on a slide.
8. Add, delete and rearrange slides using the bottom right menu.
9. Make sure to save your work! This website does not auto save. There is a pink button at the bottom of the screen.
settings
Let’s look at the menu options for a course presentation:
· Behaviour Settings:
· Active surface mode – this cannot be undone once selected. It removes the navigation bar from the bottom of the presentation. This can be useful if you build in your own navigation buttons (see the Navigation section). 
· Hide summary slide – if you put any quiz questions into the course presentation, this slide will summarise the user’s score at the end. You can remove this slide by checking the box. 
· Override “Show Solution” button – This button appears after a quiz question, so users can see the correct answer if they get it wrong. You can enable or disable this feature here. Leaving this blank means you can edit this option for each question individually.
· Override “Retry” button – This button appears after a quiz question to let the user retry the question. You can enable or disable this feature here. Leaving this blank means you can edit this option for each question individually.
· There are also options to allow users to print the slides or share on social media.
· H5P Options:
· These four checkboxes determine which buttons are displayed under the navigation bar in the user’s view. If you uncheck the first box, all buttons will disappear. This is usually a good idea to do after you have embedded the finished activity in Moodle (see the Embedding Content section). 
When you add an activity to the course presentation, the pop-up edit menu has some more settings:
· Opacity relates to whether the activity has a white box around it (100 opacity) or if it is see-through (zero opacity).
· You can add Comments and choose the always display comments option. This means there will be a small additional icon on the activity where extra comments will popup when clicked.
· If you check the Display as Button box, this entire activity will only show in the presentation as a small icon. When it is clicked, the activity will pop-up. This is further discussed in the Tips and Tricks section. The Display as Button option is great for providing popup text, images, hyperlinks or even whole activities. For example:
· Ask a question and provide an answer in a pop-up button
· Provide extra information in a pop-up button and keep the page less text heavy 
· Provide links to references
· Create your own ‘hotspots’ within a course presentation, with questions or comments that popup when users click on particular spots
· Have an image example pop-up when clicked
navigation
There are multiple ways to enable user navigation:
· You can simply use the automatic bar at the bottom of the presentation. 
· You can set up a sidebar navigation menu. 
· This sidebar can be permanent, but this will reduce the size of your overall slide. On the top left there is a Slides drop-down menu. Click this and select always show. The panel will now appear on the left of the presentation. Click in the panel to add your navigation headings for each slide. 
· Alternatively, click the bottom left button (will say ‘No Title’ until you edit it) to toggle it on and off. Users will also have to use this button to view the navigation panel.
· You can add buttons for navigation. Add a text box (e.g. “NEXT”) with 100 opacity. Now create an anchor point (this is a button on the top menu that looks like an anchor). Choose where the user will be directed when this is clicked (e.g. next slide). Leave the invisible box unchecked, this means the button will change colour when the user’s mouse is over it. The title won’t be visible so anything here is fine. Arrange this dotted box over the text box to complete the button. Check active surface mode in the settings to remove the automatic navigation bar when all buttons are built.
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embedding content
Once the content is ready, it’s easy to embed in Moodle or other webpages. 
1. Save the activity in H5P
2. At the bottom of the activity there will be a grey bar with a download and embed button.
3. Click Embed and copy the html code
4. Open the text editor in Moodle or your website
5. Open the html edit section (usually a symbol like: <>)
6. Paste the html code and save
7. You can now go back to the H5P editor and remove the grey bar from the activity (uncheck all boxes under the H5P Options section at the bottom of the edit screen)
8. Any changes you make in H5P will now automatically update wherever it has been embedded. This is especially useful if you use the same activity in multiple places – you will only need to update it once!
tips and tricks
· If you want to add an image as a background for the course presentation make sure the size is set to: width 942 px, height 530 px, this way it won’t get distorted. 
· The Continuous text activity is useful if you are using the same text over many pages of the course presentation (e.g. a long article). Simply copy the text into the continuous text box, and then when you add another continuous text box to a different slide, it will contain the same text.
· If you want to copy and edit an existing activity, open the activity and click on Clone Content.
· Note that the Download feature only downloads the activity in a H5P file format. This is useful if you want to share the file across H5P accounts (just upload the file into a different account). 
· Use the forums to ask questions about activities and suggest upgrades. You might even find someone has already asked your question and get an answer right away.
· Sign up to the newsletter for updates about new activity types etc.
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