	Author
	year 
	country
	Overall patients
	Patients used
in MA¥
	Patients by cluster in MA 
	Age*
	OS (n./%)**
	cut-off value for MVD
	Stain*** 
	Overall follow up#
	HR##
	95%CI###

	Andersen N. Fr.
	2004
	Denmark
	67 
	57
	L×  =28         
H××  =29
	67 
	L=3/10.3%          
H=0/0%
	119
	CD34
	156 
	2.22
	(1.22 , 3.97)

	Ahn M.J.
	2000
	Korea
	75 
	71
	L =19   
H =52 
	62 
	L=0/0%         
H =15/28.2%
	30
	CD34    
	86 
	0.52
	(0.28 , 0.98)

	Kumar S.
	2002
	USA
	36 
	21¥¥
	L =16 
H =5
	61,5 
	L =8/49.7% 
H =0-0% 
	L<10
H>20
	vWF
	132
	1.93	
	(0.57 , 6.55)

	Kumar S.
	2004
	USA
	88 
	88
	L =43          
H =45
	58 
	L=27/62.9%          
H=18/41%
	27
	CD34    
	112 
	2.21
	(1.20 , 4.06)

	Lee N.
	2015
	Korea
	107 
	73¥¥
	L =37 
H =36
	64 
	L=0/0% 
h =0/0%
	L<16,8 
H>54,7
	CD34    
	-
	0.86
	(0.52 , 1.43)

	Munshi N. C.
	2001
	USA
	122 
	121
	L =54         
H =67
	-
	L=29/55.3%          
H =16/24.5%
	4
	CD34    
	-
	2.13
	(1.36 , 3.35)

	Pruneri G.
	2002
	Italy
	88 
	88
	L =55          
H=33
	64 
	L=22/39.1%         
H =3/8.44%
	14
	CD34 & CD105**** 
	127 
	2.18
	(1.28 , 3.71)

	Rajkumar S V.  
	2000
	USA
	74 
	74
	L =37          
H =37
	-
	L=5/14.1%          
H =3/8.65%
	50
	vWF
	-
	0.55
	(1.04 , 2.89)

	Rajkumar S V
	2002
	USA
	400 
	211¥¥¥
	L&Int××× =179
H.=32
	-
	L&Int =18/9,8%          
H =2/2.21%
	-
	CD34    
	-
	2.18
	(1.34 , 3.56)

	Yang J. Z.
	2015
	China
	70 
	70
	
	59 
	
	-
	CD34    
	93 
	2.963
	(0.954 , 9.206)

	SUM
	
	
	1127 
	874 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	*patients’ median age; measured in years
** overall survival until completion of follow up in each MVD cluster used in the meta-analysis
*** immunochemical stain used for MVD determination
****only the data concerning CD34 were used in the meta-analysis
# follow-up time is measured in months 
## hazard ratio
### confidence interval
¥ Meta-analysis
¥¥ Only patients with high or low MVD were included in the meta-analysis
¥¥¥ 211 of the 400 patients suffered from MM or smoldering MM
× Low MVD cluster
×× High MVD cluster
××× Low & Intermediate MVD clusters were analyzed together by the original study

	Baseline Characteristics of Studies included in the Meta-analysis
Table 1



