
HOW TO MAKE
YOUR RESEARCH

OPEN ACCESS
FOR FREE AND LEGALLY

Do you know a free
Open Access

journal?
Check 

thinkchecksubmit.org 
The DOAJ

Publish via
'gold' route

Do you have funding
for Open Access?

Publish via
'gold' route

Check 
Your library 

Your university 
Your funders

Can you publish the
post-print?

Publish your
post-print

Check 
sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

Can you publish the
pre-print?

Publish your
pre-print

Choose a different
journal

Post-print:  
manuscript after it has
been peer reviewed, but
before type-setting by
the publisher

Pre-print:  
manuscript that has
not yet been subject to
formal peer review,
distributed to receive
early feedback on
research from peers

Most Open Access
journals do not have
publishing charges

Check 
sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

Note: Some publishers
impose embargo periods
on post-print publication
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