Supplementary Material

Table S1: Characteristics of the study population from BASE-II, older age segment

	  
	Men (N=739, 50.6%) 
	Women (N=721, 49.4%) 
	p-value 

	Age (years) 
	68.6 (± 3.8) 
	67.9 (± 3.5) 
	<0.001

	Red blood cell count (RBC) (T/l) 
	4.7 (± 0.37) 
	4.4 (± 0.4) 
	<0.001 

	Hematocrit (%) 
	42.2 (± 2.8) 
	39.2 (± 2.5) 
	<0.001 

	Hemoglobin (g/dl) 
	14.5 (±1.0) 
	13.2 (± 0.8) 
	<0.001 

	Mean corpuscular volume (MCV) (fl) 
	89.9 (± 4.0) 
	88.3 (± 4.1) 
	<0.001 

	Mean corpuscular hemoglobin (MCH) (pg) 
	31.0 (± 1.5) 
	29.9 (± 1.6) 
	<0.001 

	Mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration (MCH-C) (g/dl) 
	34.4 (± 1.0) 
	33.8 (± 1.0) 
	<0.001 

	Red blood cell distribution width (RDW) (%)
	13.4 (± 0.8)
	13.3 (± 0.8)
	0.014

	Leukocytes (g/l) 
	5.9 (± 2.4) 
	5.7 (± 1.7) 
	0.026 

	Thrombocytes (g/l) 
	209.6 (± 54.4) 
	251.8 (± 64.4) 
	<0.001 

	Relative leukocyte telomere length (rLTL)
	1.21 (± 0.24)
	1.07 (± 0.20)
	7.5×10-29

	Body mass index (BMI) 
	27.1 (± 3.6) 
	26.4 (± 4.6) 
	0.001 

	Paternal age at birth (years) 
	33.1 (± 6.9) 
	34.0 (± 7.1) 
	0.017 


Data are presented as mean (± standard deviation); p-values were determined using the independent T-test (2-tailed), hematological parameters were available for at least 1,432 subjects with the exception of RDW with 1,117 available datapoints
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Supplementary Figure S1: Partial correlation analysis between Relative Leukocyte Telomere Length and Red blood cell count 

Partial residual plot illustrating the results of the partial correlation analysis between rLTL and RBC adjusted for subject’s age and BMI (older BASE-II participants). Neither in men (green circles) nor in women (open circles) rLTL was significantly associated with RBC. A regression line is shown for the total population.
