This document is intended to in so far as possible to trace the etymology of the names of craters on Mars smaller than 60 km in diameter i.e. those named for cities, towns, and villages around the world.  I have in some cases conditionally accepted rather dubious etymologies but it is my hope that knowledgeable people will submit better etymologies.  The origin of some of these names will never be known as the languages from which they came may be lost to history.  In other cases where the language may well be still extant this list may never reach people who speak the language.  In some cases my work has been complicated by spelling variations because of different transliterations.   I would ask anyone who can provide any referenced information on any of these craters to email me at ulao10(at)gmail(period)com.  You will be credited if the information is useful.

I tried this back in about 2005 and gave up exasperated.  The reason I got involved with this was that back in the early 1990s I took an old JPL program (IMDISP) that was designed to display images taken by spacecraft and modified it to locate named features on Mars using a digital image map.  The modified program worked just fine, most of the time.  I found out the reason that it didn’t work all the time was that the gazetteer (the file that gives the names and locations of the features) was screwed up (one crater was located at 475° north.).  Also the coordinates were given with a precision of one decimal place which is inadequate to locate the smaller craters,  I called the director of the USGS (United States Geological Survey) office responsible and asked how to get the corrected file.  He said there was no corrected file and that there would be no such file because there was no budget for it.  Next he had the audacity to ask me if I would correct it.  Like a fool I said yes but two years later after measuring nearly every crater and confirming them against paper maps and Viking Orbiter images there was a good gazetteer.   What made Eric Eliason think I could do it I don't know but I just happened to have the tools needed to do the job.

Since then that gazetteer has become my little pet and yes the names too are a bit screwed up and no one ever thought to record any of the meanings or verify much of the information.  I am going to cite one example: There is a crater named Flat.  It is named for a town in Alabama.  The problem is that there is no town in Alabama named Flat.  Pine Flat sure, Flat Rock sure, but no town named Flat.  I checked the United States Gazetteer.  I checked the Alabama Gazetteer.  I checked geonames dot org.  NO town in Alabama named Flat.  When I went to bed that night I got to thinking about what could be wrong.  It occurred to me that some dimwit probably recorded the name as “Flat AL” thinking that the Abbreviation for Alaska was AL.  Of course it is in fact AK.  Al is Alabama.  The next morning I checked and yes there is a town in Alaska named Flat.  A number of corrections will be suggested to the Planetary Geomatics Group at USGS It is up to them and the IAU to decide whether any changes are needed.

Many of these communities have their own fascinating stories.  For example Wum is the closest town of any size to Nyos in Cameroon which was the site of one of the most mysterious disasters in history.  Lake Nyos is a volcanic crater lake which sits above a pocket of magma that constantly enriches the bottom waters with carbon dioxide.  This gas dissolves in the water steadily increasing in concentration for decades.  Suddenly on the morning of August 21, 1986 the gas erupted overflowing the crater, spilling over the countryside the dense gas suffocated every animal and human in sight for miles around.  1700 people and 3500 live stock were found dead along with countless wild animals.  Wum was the first to respond to the disaster.  
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Dead livestock from the Nyos disaster.

Photo CC license Wikipedia. 
On Good Friday, March 27, 1891, the Norwegian barque Dictator, whose home port was the coastal town of Moss, Norway, was lost in the Atlantic Ocean south of the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay off Virginia Beach, Virginia.  The Dictator had a crew of 15 and the captain’s family aboard.  The captain’s pregnant wife, their 4 year old son and 5 of the sailors drowned.  The captain washed ashore unconscious but alive, the nine sailors were saved due to the efforts of the United States Lifesaving Service.

After the breakup the ships figurehead washed ashore.  It was erected at the boardwalk where it stood for over 60 years as a memorial to those lost.  It became weathered over the years and was severely damaged by hurricane Barbara in 1953 and subsequently lost or destroyed.  As the story of the lost memorial grew in Virginia Beach, community interest spread across the ocean to Moss. A drive began at both ends to replace the memorial. With a substantial contribution of the Norwegian Shipping Association, enough funds were raised to pay for not just a replacement for Virginia Beach, but two new statues.  To this day the two “Norwegian Lady” statues stand facing each other across the ocean.   The two towns Virginia Beach VA and Moss Norway have since become sister cities.
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"I am the Norwegian Lady. I stand here, as my sister before me, to wish all men of the sea safe return home." 

Virginia Beach photo CC license Wikipedia.  Moss photo used with permission. 
Surt (Sirt or Syrte) is named for Syrtis Major (Gulf of Sidra) Which shares a name with Syrtis Major Planum a prominent albedo feature on Mars.

Lonar a crater on Mars shares a name with Lonar a crater in India.  The earthly crater being the only known meteor impact crater in basaltic terrain is of some interest to those studying impact cratering on Mars.  

Dersu is named for a town in Russia which is named in turn for Dursu Uzala a Nanai trapper and hunter. He worked as a guide for Vladimir Arsenyev who immortalized him in his 1923 book Dersu Uzala. The book was adapted into two feature films, with the version by Akira Kurosawa being the better known.  The film won the Best Foreign film Oscar for 1975.   Arsenyev met Uzala while exploring far eastern Siberia for the Czarist government and hired him as a guide.  Uzala, a member of the Goldi tribe lost his family at a young age to smallpox and chose the solitary life of a trapper and thus knew well the ways of the taiga.   Uzala saved several members of the expeditions and his knowledge of the forest was invaluable to them. 

The film can be viewed here while it lasts:  (Russian with English sub-titles)

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xzmn4n_dersu-uzala-1975-pt-1_creation 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xznana_dersu-uzala-1975-pt-2_creation 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xzmbh6_dersu-uzala-1975-pt-3_creation 
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Vladimir Arsenyev and Dersu Uzala. 



Photo CC license Wikipedia
Here is a story that kind of touches my heart in a special way.

Kampot is a town, province, district in Cambodia.  I wasn't having much luck with the etymology of this name till I managed to find Denise Rygork in Kampot.  Denise and her 
 husband? Operate a bed and breakfast and resturant in Kampot.  Denise received my email and obviously went to work to sort out the meaning of Kampot.    She responded.
Hi John,
Thank you for contacting us.

Story goes that in the old days, a nearby town was called ‘Camp’ (nowadays Kep) and the current town Kampot wanted to make sure they were not, so they named the town ‘Camp Not’, which was later simplified to ‘Kampot’. 

Another, more likely explanation, is that the town is called after a small and ugly fish (lucky us) found in the estuary here, which drew large numbers of fisherman to the place. 

Please be aware that these explanations are not verified.

Sorry I could not fully help you in your quest,

Best regards,

Denise
I have done my own research and am convinced that she's right.  
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This image was copied from Wikipedia and is attributed to Starseed under the creative commons license.
This cute little guy (Dichotomyctere nigroviridis ) in the Khmer language, Trey Kampot, 
also known as a Green Puffer-fish is almost certainly the only fish to have his name emblazoned on another planet.  (Actually the name Trey Kampot refers to several related species.)  He is a fresh water fish and a popular aquarium fish. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dichotomyctere_nigroviridis 

If you are ever in Kampot please stop in at  Rikitikitavi and give Denise my warmest regards.
https://www.rikitikitavi-kampot.com/
Perhaps sometime in the future I or someone else may take up researching and recording these stories.  I wish I had made notes of them while researching this document. 
John Green
The ULAO Project

ulao10 at gmail(period)com
8/3/2017

