Appendix 2. .Introductory slides providing brief tutorial on reporting of HMCAS
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RELIABALITY OF THE
HYPERDENSE MIDDLE CEREBRAL ARTERY SIGN (HMCAS)

PLEASE SWITCH TO “SLIDE SHOW” MODE NOW.
WELCOME and Thank you for taking part in this important study!

The HMCAS is reported on the CT brain scans of approximately 25% of patients
presenting with acute ischaemic stroke effecting the the MCA.

The HMCAS is becoming an important clinical indicator and may effect
management.

The sign is usually subjectively reported as “present” by an experienced
radiologist and they don’t always agree. We are interested in when both expert
and non-expert medical professionals think they can see an HMCAS.

‘We would like to get some idea of how well doctors across levels of experience
agree that there IS or IS NOT and HMCAS present.

'SEE NEXT 2 SLIDES FOR INSTRUCTIONS...
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INSTRUCTIONS

Approximate time required to complete this study: < 15 minutes

1. An HMCAS is seen as an radio-dense (much brighter-whiter) middle cerebral artery
than would normally be expected (Click for examples to appear below):

No HMCAS seen
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INSTRUCTIONS

Approximate time required to complete this study: < 15 minutes

1. An HMCAS is seen as an radio-dense (much brighter-whiter) middle cerebral artery
than would normally be expected (Click for examples to appear below):

«/H»
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INSTRUCTIONS

Approximate time required to complete this study: < 15 minutes

1. An HMCAS is seen as an radio-dense (much brighter-whiter) middle cerebral artery
than would normally be expected (Click for examples to appear below):

A typical L sided HMCAS
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2. You are to decide on whether you think you see an HMCAS on the scans in this
study.

KEY TIPS - READ CAREFULLY
- Look at the absolute brightness of each MCA and compare it to the other
side as well as the surrounding parenchyma.

- It should be significantly brighter than the parenchyma, and It is NOT an
HMCAS if both the left and right side are equally bright.

- There are between 5 and 12 slices for each patient’s CT scan to allow you
to scroll back and forth comparing the left and right side.

3. ONE RULE: You may scroll back and forth as many times as you like between the
slices within one scan (CT 1 -1, CT 1 -2 etc..) BUT YOU MUST NOT scroll between
different patient’s scans (CT 1, CT 2 etc..). Each scan must be reported
independently .

At the end of each CT, click “Next CT” and this will jump you back to the scan
selection page. YOU MUST REPORT THEM IN THE ORDER SUPPLIED TO YOU.
THANK YOU AND HAVE FUN....





