
Figure 1. Flow diagram of the search. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16551 
titles/abstracts 

from MEDLINE 

108 
titles/abstracts 

from PsycINFO  

1072 
titles/abstracts 

from EMBASE 

58 titles/abstracts 
from Cochrane 

362 abstracts/papers after 
duplicates removed and 

abstract screened 

78 articles 
included in 
systematic 

284 excluded 
‐ 83 no data on staging 
‐ 53 no original data 
‐ 37 already included in 

reviews here 
mentioned  

‐ 26 with heterogeneous 
diagnoses 

‐ 24 no adults 
‐ 22 with comorbid 

psychiatric disorders 
‐ 15 including not only 

adults 
‐ 9 no comparison group 
‐ 4 excluded by reviews 

here included 
‐ 3 no with a specific 

psychiatric disorder  
‐ 3 sample < 10 subjects 
‐ 1 on treatment not 

referring to clinical 
sample 

‐ 1 review including 
studies not satisfying 
our inclusion criteria 

‐ 3 no available the 
whole paper 

27 articles 
included on 

clinical features 

19 articles 
included on 
treatment 

32 articles 
included on 

staging models 


