
Month 1

Googled scholar’s 
name

Search Google 
Scholar for them

Look on GS citing 
list to see how often 

cited

Finds GS page 
confusing 

sometimes

Googled author’s 
name

Went to author’s 
Uni profile page

Found papers on 
ResearchGate

Contacted author to 
get access through 

ResearchGate

Month 2

Searched for a term 
in GS

Chose articles based 
on names of leading 

authors in field

Used lit reviews/
references of 

papers to refine 
search

Some works 
accessed via Google 

books for text 
previews

Used Library 
catalogue to see if 

Library had full 
copies of the texts

Month 3

Used Library 
catalogue to see if 

online access

Book not 
available as e-

book

Obtained a copy of 
book and looked at 

contents page

Checked Google to 
find papers 

identified from the 
book

Access some papers 
through 

ResearchGate

Identify further 
work from the 

references

Month 4

Typed term into 
Google

Found University 
website for the 
method being 
searched for

Returned to 
Google search

Accessed paper by 
seminal author via 
Publisher website

Watched a YouTube 
clip by the author

Month 5

Search Library 
catalogue for a 

handbook

Wanted an 
online copy

Not available on 
Library 

catalogue

Search Google 
Books for chapter 

previews

Got author info 
and chapter title

Searched on Google 
for a PDF

Found and 
downloaded PDF of 

the chapter

Month 6

Typed in author’s 
name on Google

Found author’s 
University 

profile page

Scrolled through 
publications on the 

page

Clicked on hyperlink 
of chosen paper

Accessed PDF via 
Google Scholar

Saved PDF to 
Mendeley



Month 7

Looked through 
Journal’s home 

page – current and 
past issues 

Looking for a 
particular 
collection 

student was 
aware off

Used a plugin to 
read and annotate 

papers

Sorted papers into 
Mendeley

Month 8

Typed reference 
into Google Scholar

Couldn’t access full 
text

Used Library 
catalogue to find 
other references

Typed term into 
Google

Accessed papers via 
ResearchGate
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