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Exercise: writing a draft DMP for your project
1/6 Data collection: types and formats
For each dataset you’ll create (you can use bullet points), state:
· How you’ll create the data (questionnaires, experiments…)
· What data type you’ll create (text, videos, code, models…)
· Which file format you’ll use when saving it (choose open: csv, rtf, tif, mp4…)
· A rough estimate of the data volume (kBs? 5-10GB? Nearer a TB?)
2/6 Data documentation and metadata
· Will you provide documentation directly alongside your data? What will it cover?
· Can you link to your thesis for methodology information? (E.g. instruments used, precision, calibration, quality controls.)
· The readme.txt template may be helpful for dataset information (e.g. variables, dates/locations, file names, acronyms, units, codes, software needed).
3/6 Ethics and IP/licensing
· Are there any ethical issues? (Participant consent forms, anonymisation, sensitive information…) Confirm you’ve followed the CURES process.
· Are there any copyright/IP issues? (Did you use third party data, did you get permission, can you share the resultant dataset?)
· Which licence will your data be released with? (CC-BY is the University’s recommendation.)
4/6 Data storage during the project
· You might include an overview of your file organisation (naming convention, folder structure).
· Describe where you’ll store data (local vs network) and how it will be backed up (automatically? How frequently?).
· State if you need to consider further data security, e.g. use of encryption, destruction of data.
5/6 Data preservation
· Which data will be preserved? (Which datasets? In full or just parts?)
· Where will you put it? This should be a repository (funder, subject, or institutional) but may be via your supervisor.
· When will you deposit it for preservation? Suggest your planned timeframe (e.g. at least 1 month before thesis submission).
6/6 Data sharing
· Who might be interested in your data? (E.g. other researchers in the domain, policy-makers or managers in industry, the public…)
· Which datasets will be shared? (In their raw form or derived?)
· What will the terms of access be? (Is it open data, will it need an embargo for commercialisation, will you embargo to publish, are specific terms of use required…).
