eAppendix 1: Criteria used for quality assessment (derived from CRD).

1. Is the study based on a representative sample selected from a relevant population?

2. Are the criteria for inclusion explicit?

3. Did all individuals enter the survey at a similar point in their disease progression?

4. Was follow-up long enough for important events to occur?

5. Was loss to follow-up reported or explained?

6. Were patients recruited prospectively?

7. Were patients recruited consecutively?

8. Were outcomes assessed using objective criteria or was blinding used?

9. Did the study report relevant prognostic factors?

10. If comparisons of subseries were being made, was there sufficient description of the series and the distribution of prognostic factors?

Case series quality rating = “High-quality” if the study scored 8 to 10; “Moderate quality” if the study scored 5 to 7; and “Low-quality” if the study scored 0 to 4.













