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[bookmark: _GoBack]Starting point for the meta-analysis are estimated progression free survival (PFS) and overall survival (OS) reported in each published manuscript and the minimum and the maximum follow-up (minFUP, maxFUP) of patients. Minimum and maximum follow up may be given directly but most often they will need to be estimated from the manuscript by looking at dates of accrual (if given) and from the date of submission, or perhaps publication of the manuscript. A model for the censoring mechanism based on the minimum and the maximum follow-up is assumed here for computing the number at risk and person years for each time. Let C(t) be the function that models the censoring mechanism. Based on the available information the function C(t) can be chosen as follows
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This function expresses the proportion of patients at time t that have at least t time units of follow-up. Given the number of eligible patients (n), the  effective number at risk, the number of revisions at time j and the number of censored are estimated, respectively, as
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where

Sj: survival at time j
Cj: value of the function C(t) defined in (1) at a specific time j
rj: number at risk at time j
dj: number of deaths at time j
cj: number of censored at time j.

This assumes that the censored observations are distributed uniformly over the interval. Under the same assumption, from the number of patients at risk rj , we can define the number of person-years over interval Ij , as rj = Δj(rj - cj/2), where Δj = tj - tj-1 is the length of Ij . Following the methodology described, the  number of patients at risk, the number of deaths and the number of censored patients during the time intervals for each study involved in the meta-analysis have been reconstructed. A Poisson mixed model with study as random effects has been fitted to the reconstructed data, to estimate the pooled PFS and OS probability.   
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