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Agenda

1. What does copyright protect?

2. What is not (fully) protected?

3. Fair Use guidelines

4. Getting permission

5. Orphan works
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What is copyright protection?

Bundle of exclusive rights granted to creators of 
original works for a limited period of time

Includes the right to:
- reproduce a work
- distribute copies of a work
- perform a work publicly
- display a work publicly
- create derivative works
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What does copyright protect?

“Original works of authorship,” including:
- Literary works
- Musical works
- Dramatic works
- Pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works
- Audiovisual works
- Sound recordings
- Architectural works
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What is not protected?

- Works not fixed in a tangible form of expression
- Abstract ideas, principles, procedures, systems 
- Titles, names, short phrases
- Familiar symbols or designs
- Works consisting entirely of factual information 

(no evidence of originality or judgement)
- Works for which copyright protection has 

expired (“public domain”)
- Inventions, discoveries (patent protection)
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Public Domain resources

http://librarycopyright.net/resources/digitalslider/ 

http://librarycopyright.net/resources/digitalslider/
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Public Domain resources

https://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page 
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Public Domain resources

http://bit.ly/2e11pHe 
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Creative Commons licensing
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Creative Commons licensing
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Creative Commons licensing 



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
– Second level

• Third level
– Fourth level

» Fifth level

Creative Commons resources 

https://creativecommons.org/choose/ 
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Creative Commons resources 

https://search.creativecommons.org/ 
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Creative Commons resources 
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Fair Use

Óðinn, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fair_use_logo.svg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:%C3%93%C3%B0inn
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fair_use_logo.svg
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Fair Use

Permits limited use of copyrighted material 
without permission, provided that the use is “fair”

Four factors to consider in assessing fairness:

1. Purpose and character of the use
2. Nature of the copyrighted work
3. Amount and substantiality used
4. Effect on the market for the work
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Fair Use

https://copyright.columbia.edu/basics/fair-use/fair-use-checklist.html 
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Fair Use

Key questions:

1. Is the use transformative? 
a. Is the work being used for a different purpose or 

audience?
b. Does the use add new utility or meaning? 

2. Does the use compete with the original in the 
same market? 
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Permissions & licensing

What if the work is copyrighted and you aren’t 
confident that the use is fair?

Seek permission! It only takes a few minutes, 
and can provide certainty and reassurance

Especially important if your project involves 
publishing works in their entirety on the web
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Permissions & licensing

https://copyright.columbia.edu/basics/permissions-and-licensing.html 
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Orphan works

What if you can’t determine who owns the work, 
or can’t find contact information for the owner?

How much effort are you expected to devote to 
identifying and contacting the owner?

What strategies can you use to conduct a 
reasonably diligent search? 
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Orphan works

http://www.archivists.org/standards/OWBP-V4.pdf 
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Questions?
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Copyright @ FSU

http://guides.lib.fsu.edu/copyright 
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Copyright @ FSU

http://www.research.fsu.edu/research-offices/oc/innovators-portal/innovators-resources/ip-guidelines/copyright-ownership/ 
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Let’s Talk DH!

DH events and discussion spaces @ FSU

• Percolator: A Digital Scholarship Support Group
– Meets Wednesdays from 3-5 in the TaDS 

Commons.

• http://digischolfsu.slack.com  
– A discussion space for those interested in digital 

scholarship

• Invisible Work in the Digital Humanities
– November 17-18 - Bradley Reading Room (Strozier)
– Get more info and register at http://iwdh.cci.fsu.edu  

http://digischolfsu.slack.com
http://digischolfsu.slack.com
http://iwdh.cci.fsu.edu
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