
Please create a github account
https://github.com/join

And make sure you can log in

Slides are at:
http://bit.ly/dscvrdh2

https://github.com/join
https://github.com/join


## DH events and discussion spaces @ FSU
- Percolator: A Digital Scholarship Support Group

- Meets Wednesdays from 3-5 in the TaDS Commons.

- http://digischolfsu.slack.com  
- A discussion space for those interested in digital scholarship

- Invisible Work in the Digital Humanities
- November 17-18 - Bradley Reading Room (Strozier)
- Get more info and register at http://iwdh.cci.fsu.edu 

# Let’s Talk DH!



Discovering DH:

Markdown & GitHub!
09/20/2016
11AM-12PM
Strozier

 

09/23/2016
10AM-11AM
Dodd Hall

http://bit.ly/dscvrdh2



# Who am I?
- Bryan J. Brown
- Web Developer at Strozier Library
- @bryjbrown on the web

- Twitter
- GitHub
- LinkedIn

- Open Source Software… enthusiast?
- Main project is Islandora
- Documentation is on GitHub, written in Markdown



# What is GitHub?
> GitHub is a web-based tool for managing text files.

## Web-based means:
- Nothing to install (doesn’t require git)
- Works in your browser
- Requires internet connection



# What is GitHub?
> GitHub is a web-based tool for managing text files.

## Management is:
- Organization
- Access

- Who can read/write to what
- forkable!

- Revision history
- Incredibly granular thanks to Git

- Meta Stuff
- Built in wiki
- Issue tracker



# What is GitHub?
> GitHub is a web-based tool for managing text files.

## Text is:
- Code
- Documentation
- Reports
- Notes
- Poetry
- Recipes
- **NOT** “binary” files (media)



# GitHub Keywords & Vocab
- Git: The Open Source version control tool that GitHub is 

built on top of / works with
- Repository: A curated collection of files, aka “repo”
- Commit: A snapshot of the state of your repo at a 

specific point in time. Fancy save point!
- Revision history: Every little change you have made to 

the files in a repository since the repo’s birth 
- Fork: To make your own personal copy of someone else’s 

repo. This allows you to do whatever you want with it.



# What is GitHub?
## GitHub is popular because:
- Free
- Supports public collaboration
- Supports Open Source licensing
- Makes writing documentation easy

- Support several *formatting languages*
- Markdown is the **most popular by far**

- **So popular** that some people are using GitHub just to version 
Markdown files **only**



# What is Markdown?
> Markdown is a lightweight markup language with plain text 
formatting syntax designed so that it can be converted to 
HTML and many other formats.

Very readable in both raw and rendered forms!

*Markdown is a human-friendly way of formatting text for 
display on the web.*

**So far all these slides have been valid Markdown!**



# What is Markdown?
## There are a few “dialects”:
- Markdown (original)
- Markdown 2
- Markdown Extra
- CommonMark (attempt at a standard)
- **GitHub Flavored Markdown (GFM)**

- By far the most widely used, because GitHub
- Almost entirely overlaps with CommonMark
- https://guides.github.com/pdfs/markdown-cheatsheet-online.pdf

- Not as big a deal as it seems, they’re all the same



**Let’s get cookin’**



**Go to github.com**



**Go to your profile**



**Go to “Repositories”**



**Create a new Repo**



**Give it a name, description & README**



**Create a new file**



Enter this recipe

Invent your own!

**OR**



**Preview it!**



**Markdown = shorthand HTML syntax!**



**Commit it!**



- 2 Commits

- 1 new file

- Last 
commit 
message



**Let’s add some heat!**



- Dashes

- 2 new 
lines



**Compare 
changes to 

last commit**
- Red = Deleted
- Green = New



**Make another commit!**





**You can revert back to any commit**

**Commits are savepoints!**



https://github.com/sinker/tacofancy





Share your 
data, and 

describe it 
in Markdown!



**Create organizations!**









# In closing… 
- There’s A LOT MORE that you can do 
with GitHub
- Branching & merging
- Forking
- Pull Requests
- Issues & Wikis
- Both written in GFM



# In closing… 
- Too much for 1 hour
- Not **ALWAYS** needed
- Overkill for small, quick docs
- **PERFECT** for large, important 
docs where every change matters

- Lots of untapped academic 
potential!



# In closing… 
- If you have questions/ideas about 
using GitHub in your research, 
**come talk to us!**
- Office of Digital Research & 
Scholarship (DRS)

- Located in Strozier Library
- www.lib.fsu.edu/drs



Questions?



Thanks for coming! 
http://bit.ly/dscvrdh2


