Table 2 Sample characteristics

	Table 2. Sample Characteristics

	Total number of patients
	235

	Female (%)
	108 (46%)

	Age (mean, SD)
	78 (9.39)

	Vascular risk factors and clinical history
	 

	AHT (%)
	187 (79.6)

	DM (%)
	64 (27.2)

	Hyperlipidaemia (%)
	105 (44.7)

	Ischaemic heart disease (%)
	40 (17)

	Atrial fibrillation+ (%)
	202 (86)

	Prior ischaemic stroke (%)
	46 (19.6)

	Prior haemorrhagic stroke (%)
	3 (1.3)

	Leukoaraiosis* (CT or MRI) (%)
	55 (23.4)

	Smoking [>1 cigarette/day](%)
	36 (15.3)

	Alcohol use >40 g/day(%)
	17 (7.2)

	Obesity [Body Mass Index >30] (%)
	13 (5.5)

	Baseline NIHSS (mean, SD)
	11.60 (9.47)

	*Leukoaraiosis defined as White matter abnormalities, confluent and diffuse, seen as hyperintensities on MRI (FLAIR or T2-weighted images) or hypodense on CT scan (not graded)

+Any kind, not otherwise specified (first detected, paroxysmal, persistent, permanent, valvular or non valvular)
	


