	Supplementary Table S2. Cause of death and the pattern of recurrence.

	Clinical and

pathological features
	Esophageal cancer
	
	Gastric cancer

	
	Perioperative

blood transfusion
	P value
	
	Perioperative

blood transfusion
	P value

	
	Absent (%)
	Present (%)
	
	
	Absent (%)
	Present (%)
	

	Cause of death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Primary Cancer
	25 (89)
	26 (86)
	0.37
	
	17 (45)
	9 (50)
	014

	Other site of cancer
	0 (0)
	2 (7)
	
	
	6 (16)
	0 (0)
	

	pneumonia
	1 (4)
	0 (0)
	
	
	4 (11)
	4 (22)
	

	Cirrhosis
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	
	
	2 (5)
	0 (0)
	

	Heart disease
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	
	
	2 (5)
	0 (0)
	

	Cerebrovascular disease
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	
	
	2 (5)
	2 (11)
	

	Respiratory illness
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	
	
	2 (5)
	1 (6)
	

	Others
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	
	
	0 (0)
	2 (11)
	

	Unknown
	2 (7)
	2 (7)
	
	
	3 (8)
	0 (0)
	

	Total
	28 (100)
	30 (100)
	
	
	38 (100)
	18 (100)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pattern of recurrence
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Regional
	8 (5)
	11 (12)
	0.030
	
	4 (2)
	4 (10)
	0.0050

	Lymph node
	24 (14)
	10 (11)
	0.46
	
	7 (3)
	2 (5)
	0.54

	Lung
	9 (5)
	7 (8)
	0.45
	
	2 (1)
	1 (3)
	0.37

	Liver
	4 (2)
	4 (4)
	0.37
	
	7 (3)
	4 (10)
	0.043

	Peritoneal
	0 (0)
	1 (1)
	0.17
	
	12 (5)
	3 (8)
	0.58

	Bone
	7 (4)
	3 (3)
	0.74
	
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	-

	Others
	5 (3)
	3 (3)
	0.88
	
	1 (1)
	3 (8)
	0.0007


