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	Agaba
	Bottger
	Chouillard
	Liang
	Pugliese

	REPORTING

	1
	Clear objective/hypothesis
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	2
	Outcomes described in methods
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	3
	Clear in/exclusion criteria?
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	4
	Clear description of intervention?
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	5
	Prognostic patient factors clearly described?
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6
	Main findings clearly described?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	7
	Random variablility of outcomes described?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	8
	All important adverse events reported?
	Unclear
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	9
	Is the loss to follow up described?
	No
	No
	No
	No
	No

	EXTERNAL VALIDITY

	10
	Representative sample from relevant patient population?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	11
	Relevant control group?
	No
	No
	No
	No
	No

	12
	All Hinchey III&IV disease stage?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No

	13
	Experienced surgeon?
	Yes
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Yes

	INTERNAL VALIDITY

	14
	Prospective data collection?
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	15
	Objective outcome measures used?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	16
	Adequate length of follow-up?
	Unclear
	No
	Unclear
	Unclear
	No

	17
	Are the converted patients accounted for? 
	Unclear
	Unclear
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	18
	Consecutive sample?
	Yes
	Unclear
	Yes
	Unclear
	No

	19
	Recruitment period stated?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes




Table S1. Quality assessment of included studies
