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The Australian National Data Service (ANDS) makes 
Australia’s research data assets more valuable for 
researchers, research institutions and the nation.



Sensitive data
“data that can be used to identify 
an individual, species, object, 
process or location that introduces 
a risk of discrimination, harm or 
unwanted attention.”
Guide to Publishing and Sharing Sensitive Data 
http://www.ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata
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Privacy Act 1988

http://www.ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata


Collection Use/ Storage Disposal

 Privacy law / data protection – ‘personal information’ 

 Combination of Federal and State privacy legislation

 Confidential information

 Contract, equity or statute e.g., Freedom of Information

 Intellectual property

 Ownership (researcher, institution or collaborators)

 Licensing (in, out and compatibility)

More stringent 
standards apply 

for ‘sensitive 
information’

Legal Considerations for Sensitive Data





HREA- A disruptive platform for data storage and exchange
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Discussion

NHMRC Statement on Data Sharing (2016)
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants-funding/policy/nhmrc-statement-data-sharing



Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) - ‘personal information’ and ‘sensitive information’

 Commonwealth agencies and private sector organisations
 Not state and territory public hospitals or public universities (see below)

 13 APPs (Australian Privacy Principles)

 Section 95 or 95A Guidelines (+ National Statement)

Health Records Act 2001 (Vic) and state/territory equivalents - ‘health information’

 Public and private sector organisations and health service providers

 E.g., 15 Vic HPPs (Health Privacy Principles) 

 Statutory Guidelines on Research of the Health Records Act 2001 (+ National Statement) 

Other Federal and State privacy legislation 
 E.g., Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic), Privacy and Personal Information Protection 

Act 1998 (NSW)

Privacy Framework: Legislation
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