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No Way to Share?

All those records had now been burned: 

Even before the controversy began, 

Goffman felt as though their ritual 

incineration was the only way she could 

protect her friend—informers from 

police scrutiny after her book was 

published (Lewis-Kraus, 2016).



Qualitative Data Repository

• Qualitative social science data

• Online since 2014

• Basis for this paper
• ~20 pilot studies & further consultation with researchers

• Teaching qualitative data management

• QDR workshop on sharing sensitive data (May 2016)



Data Management for Sharing

Source: University of Virginia Libraries

http://data.library.virginia.edu/data-management/


Planning

• Collecting identifying information
• Avoid where unnecessary

• Always: Keep identifying info separate

• Informed consent
• Careful with restriction in consent script

• Oral vs. written consent

• Cultural context

• Ask about sharing explicitly



Collecting Data: Active Consent

• Keep open dialog with participants

• Use participants’ local knowledge

• Negotiate conflicting interests in data publication

• With some communities: Ownership/control of data



Publishing: Quantitative vs. Qualitative 
Techniques
• Quantitative: Technical solutions (differential privacy, 

masking, synthetic data, multi-party computing)

• Manual anonymization: local knowledge



Publishing: Access Controls

Image from UKData animation on 5S Framework

Safe Qualitative Data Safe Quantitative Data

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Mln9T52mwj0


A Cautionary Tale

Jesse Singal in NY Mag

Gideon Lewis-Kraus in the NY Times

http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2015/06/i-fact-checked-alice-goffman-with-her-subjects.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/17/magazine/the-trials-of-alice-goffman.html



