
[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure S1. Determination of intracellular burden of Leishmania parasites in THP-1 cells infected with parasites. (A) Confocal microscopy was performed to assess the parasite burden. Briefly, Cells were fixed and subsequently stained with fluorescent nucleic acid probe, DRAQ5. The images are representative section of a field out of a minimum of 100 control or infected cells from a minimum of 10 different fields observed during parasite burden estimation. Arrows indicate infected parasites, scale bars: 10 m for 63x images. (B) Bar diagram showing average number of parasites per THP-1 cell. (C) Real time PCR confirmation of parasite presence in infected and uninfected macrophages. 100 ng of total DNA isolated from uninfected and infected macrophages was used as template in real-time minicircle PCR with 4 replicates to determine the mean Ct value. The amplification target was on the kinetoplast minicircle DNA of the parasite. The gene ID, primer sequence and amplicon size can be viewed in Table S1. 
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Sample Mean Ct value

Uninfected 38.0+0.32

Infected 12 h 25.0+0.51

Infected 24 h 23.4+0.17

Infected 48 h 25.5+0.24
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