


Supplementary 4
Quality Assessment Items from Newcastle-Ottawa Scale (NOS)
	
	Case-control study
	Cohort study

	Selection
	1. Is the case definition adequate?
Yes, with independent validation; 
NO, no or no description.
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK237][bookmark: OLE_LINK238]1. Representativeness of the exposed cohort
[bookmark: OLE_LINK239][bookmark: OLE_LINK240]Yes, exposure groups have representativeness. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK235][bookmark: OLE_LINK236]NO, no or no description.

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK233][bookmark: OLE_LINK234]2. Representativeness of the cases
Yes, cases were from multiple hospitals or were randomly selected from monitor system;
NO, no or no description. 
	2. Representativeness of the non-exposed cohort
Yes, non-exposure cohort have representativeness. 
NO, no or no description.

	
	3. Representativeness of the controls 
Yes, controls were from multiple hospitals or were randomly selected from monitor system;
NO, no or no description.
	3. ascertainment of exposure
Yes, it is from secure record
No, no description or it is not from secure record

	
	4. Controls have no history of H1N1 infection
Yes, no history of H1N1;
NO, no description or have history of infection
	4. Demonstration that outcome of interest not present at start
Yes;
No;

	Comparability
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK25][bookmark: OLE_LINK26]5A. Comparability of cases and controls on the basis of age
Yes, it’s comparable;
NO, no description or not comparable
	5A. Comparability of cohorts on the basis of age;
Yes, it’s comparable;
NO, no description or not comparable

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK34][bookmark: OLE_LINK35]5B. Comparability of cases and controls on the basis of influenza or H1N1 vaccine
Yes, it’s comparable;
NO, no description or not comparable
	5B. Comparability of cohorts on the basis of influenza or H1N1 vaccine;
Yes, it’s comparable;
NO, no description or not comparable

	Exposure/outcome 
	6. Ascertainment of exposure
Yes, it’s from secure record
No, no description or not from secure record 
	6. Outcome assessment is adequate;
Yes, it’s adequate 
No, it’s not adequate or no description 

	
	7. The same method of ascertainment used for cases and controls
Yes, the same method used in both groups.
No, no description or different method in each group.
	7. Follow-up long enough for outcomes to occur;
Yes, follow-up is long enough;
No, no description or not long enough.

	
	8. The same non-response rate for cases and controls
Yes, it’s the same for both groups.
No, no description or different in each group
	8. Adequacy of follow up of cohorts.
Yes, the number of drop-out is comparable for both groups;
No, no description or it’s nor comparable for number of drop-out between two groups






