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Appearances of pessimism in the poetry
of Abi al-Alaa al-Ma'arri
Dr Mouhamadou Alpha Cisse
Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, Senegal
Abstract:
The life of Abi al-Alaa al-Ma'arri is a life full of pain and misery because of the
trouble and hardship he endured. He was a famous poet and a pessimistic
philosopher about the world, so that we can hardly find a poem of his that is
devoid of pessimism. The turmoil of political, social and religious life alerted him
to the reprehensible morals of people, so that he did not trust anything of their
words or deeds, and he did not believe anything of their good looks. And he
investigated the conditions of man, his deeds, and his phases, so the research and
induction revealed to him that man is built on corruption, and it is not possible

to correct him or refine him. This extreme pessimism is due to his belief that evil
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prevails over good, and that life involves a heartbreaking contradiction, which
we can call the tragedy of existence, which made him see that there is no basis
for man to rely on except death, because all life is fatigue, and the fool for him is
the one who desires it to increase, like the one who seeks to continue Pain and
misery.

Keywords:

Indispensables, Umm Defer, Pessimism, Pigeons, The Philosopher's Poet.
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