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The true invocation in the thought of Sheikh Haj Omar al-Futi
Dr Mouhamadou Alpha Cisse
Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, Senegal
Abstract:

Being a particularly substantial devotion, the "dhikr" occupies a central
place in the thought of El Hadji Omar. It aims to purify the heart of worldly
concerns so that it totally surrenders to God. For most Sufis, it is the only
convenient way to face the enemy, the turpitudes and attractions of this world.
According to El Hadji Omar, the dhikr must not be limited to a mechanical
recitation of the language, the heart must actively participate so that God Alone
occupies the mind of the applicant so that he can decompartmentalize all the
restrictions that would be in the way leading to the Divine Presence (al-Hadra
al-llahiyya). This is why El Hadji Omar remains convinced that the dhikr

recognized by the men of God and with which one can acquire divine
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enlightenment and closeness to the Lord is the dhikr practiced with permission
and not the one that the disciple would practice of his own will. Such
authorization, he points out, must come from a true spiritual master duly
invested with all the requisite qualities. A master who deserves, as the Sufis say,
to be sought after and followed, even if it means crossing deserts. Otherwise, the
applicant would run the risk of being led astray.

Keywords:

invocation, Shaykh al-Futi, heart, indoctrination, Sufism.
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