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Abstract:

Although there are a lot of theoretical and critical studies on biographies,
there are not enough comparative literary studies in Arabic literature. This paper
aims to fill in the gaps in Arabic comparative literature, which falls upon two
major works in literature: Fadwa Tugan’s biography, "A Mountainous Journey,"
and Maya Angelou’s biography, "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings". Both poets
own valuable literary status in their cultures. Also, they both suffered on a
personal and social level being a part of the twentieth century. Each one has
chosen to express their suffering through writing biographies. The comparative
study relies on the distinctive features existing in the biographical genre, which is
resembled in the referential pact and related genre awareness. The biographical
identity she portrayed for herself was delivered through the narrator. The study
finally captures the relationship between the author’s personal and social
experiences while comparing them. In conclusion, this paper illustrates and
stresses on the similarities and differences between these two women and their
literary works in delivering their life experiences.

Keywords:

biographies, referential pact, comparative study, identity, narrator.
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[ know why the caged bird sings, ah me,
When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,
When he beats his bars and he would be free;
[t is not a carol of joy or glee,
But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core,
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings
[ know why the caged bird sings!
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‘[ thank my mother, Vivian Baxter, and my brother, Baily
Johnson, who encouraged me to remember... and to Kobina O.
Killens, who told me I could write"
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"The black female is assaulted in her tender years by all those
common forces of nature at the same time that she caught in in
the tripartite crossfire of masculine prejudice, white illogical
hate and black lack of power... It is seldom accepted as
inevitable outcome of struggle won by survivors and deserves

respect if not enthusiastic acceptance”.
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"They took liberties in my store that I would never dare. Since
Momma told us that the less you say to white folks the
better..."
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"Anni tell Willie he better lay low tonight. A crazy nigger
messed with a white lady. Some of the boys'll be coming over

here later".
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"The country had been in the throes of the Depression for two

years before the Negroes in Stamps knew it".
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