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Prof. Dankit Nassiuma

Vice Chancellor,

Africa International University
(AIU),

P.O. Box 24686 — 00502,
NAIROBI.

Dr Pete Halestrap

Ag. Executive Director,
AIC Kijabe Hospital,
P.O. Box 20 - 00220
KIJABE.

Dr Meshack Ndirangu
Country Director,

African Medical and Research

Foundation (AMREF),
P.O. Box 30125 - 00100,
NAIROBI.

Prof. Dorcas K Isutsa

Ag. Vice Chancellor
Chuka University
P.O BOX 109-60400
CHUKA

Prof. Laban Ayiro
Vice-Chancellor,
Daystar University,

P.O. Box 44400- 00100,
NAIROBI.

Upper Kabete Road,
Off Waiyaki Way,

P.O. Box 30623-00100,
NAIROBI - KENYA

T&th May 2022

Prof. Isaac O. Kibwage,
Vice Chancellor,
Egerton University

P.O. Box 536 - 20107,
NAKURU.

Dr. Robert Nyarango

Chief Executive Officer,
Gertrude’s Children Hospital,
P.O. Box 42325 - 00100,
NAIROBI.

Prof. Hazel Miseda Mumbo

Vice Chancellor,

Great Lakes University of Kisumu,
P.O Box 2224-40100

KISUMU

Dr. Peter Gichuhi Mwethera
Director,

Institute of Primate Research (IPR),
P.O. Box 24481 - 00502,
NAIROBI.

Jimmy Smith

Director General

International Livestock Research
Institute

P.O. Box 30709 — 00100

NAIROBI
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Dr George Rae
Chief Executive Officer,

Jaramogi Oginga Odinga Teaching

and Referral Hospital (JOOTRH),
P.O. Box 849
KISUMU.

Prof. Stephen Agong'
Vice Chancellor,

Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University
of Science and  Technology

(JOOUST),
P.O. Box 210 — 40601,
BONDO

Prof. Victoria Wambui Ngumi
Vice-Chancellor,

Jomo Kenyatta University of
Agriculture and Technology
(JKUAT),

P.O Box 62000-00200,
NAIROBI

Prof. Samuel Kariuki

Ag. Director

Kenya Medical Research Institute
(KEMRI)

P.O. Box 54840 — 00200
NAIROBI

Prof. David M. Gichoya,
Vice Chancellor,

Kenya Methodist University,
P.O. Box 257 — 60200,
MERU.

Dr. Evanson N. Kamuri EBS,
Chief Executive Officer,

Kenyatta National Hospital,
P.O. Box 20723 — 00200,
NAIROBI.

Prof. Paul Wainaina
Vice Chancellor,
Kenyatta University,
P.O. Box 43844 - 00100,

NAIROBI.

Prof. Julius Nyabundi,
Vice Chancellor,
Maseno University,
Private Bag,

Maseno

Prof. Solomon Igosangwa
Shibairo

Vice Chancellor,

Masinde Muliro University of
Science and Technology (MMUST),
P.O Box 190-50100,
KAKAMEGA.

Prof. Deogratius Jaganyi
Vice Chancellor

Mt. Kenya University

P.O. Box 342 - 00100
THIKA.

Prof Mohamed Rajab
Vice Chancellor,
Pwani University,

P.O. Box 195 - 80108,
KILIFI.

Prof. John Odhiambo
Vice Chancellor
Strathmore University
P.O. Box 59857 — 00100
NAIROBI.

Prof. Farzana Karim-Haji
Vice Chancellor

Aga Khan University Hospital
P.O. Box 30270 — 00100
NAIROBI



Mr James Nyamongo
Chief Executive Officer,
The Nairobi Hospital
P.O. Box 30026-00100
NAIROBI.

Prof. Freida Brown
Vice-Chancellor

United States International
University — Africa (USIU-A)
P.0O. Box 14634 — 00800
NAIROBI

Prof. Phillip Maiyo

Vice Chancellor,

University of Eastern Africa,
Baraton,

PO Box 2500-30100
ELDORET

Prof. Wilson K. Kipngeno
Vice Chancellor,
University of Kabianga,

P.O. Box 2030 - 20200,
KERICHO.

Prof. Laila Abubakar
Vice Chancellor,
Technical University of Mombasa,

P.O. Box 90420 — 80100,
MOMBASA.

Dear Prof./VC/CEO

Mr. Shem Tangus
Chief Executive Officer,
Tenwek Hospital,

P.O. Box 39-201400,
BOMET

Prof. Joseph K Rotich
Vice Chancellor,
Laikipia University,
P.O BOX 1100-20300,
NYAHURURU

Prof. Henry Kiptiony Kiplangat
Vice Chancellor

Kabarak University
Private Bag - 20157
KABARAK

Prof. Fabian Esamai
Principal,

Alupe University College,
P.O. Box 845 - 50400
BUSIA

Prof., R. Eng. P.N. Kioni

Vice Chancellor,

Dedan Kimathi University of
Technology,

Private Bag,

Nyeri.

RE: MANDATE OF THE INSTITUTIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND ETHICS

REVIEW COMMITTEE (ISERC)

The National Commission for Science, Technology and Innovation (NACOSTI)
is established by the Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Act, No. 28 of
2013 as a State Corporation. NACOSTI regulates and assures quality in
Science, Technology and Innovation Sector and advises the Government in
matters related thereto. The functions of the NACOSTI are as outlined under
section 6 (1) of the STI Act and can be can broadly be summarised as
Regulatory, Advisory, Coordination and Promotion as pertains to STI.



In compliance with provisions of the Science, Technology and Innovation Act,
2013 (Rev. 2014) and relevant regulations, especially Legal Notice No. 107
of the STI Act pertaining to Regulations on Relevance and Quality Assurance
in Research-2014, paragraph 7(2), we are pleased to inform you that the
Institutional Ethics Review Committee (IERC) has been renamed as
Institutional Scientific and Ethical Review Committee (ISERC) with expanded
functions. The same was deliberated upon and resolved by participants of the
inaugural Conference on “Research Process and Research Ethics” held in
Kenya. Consequently, ISERC’s mandate has been enhanced as per the
attached Terms of Reference (TORs). In addition to other specified functions,
an ISERC will be expected to review all research proposals from your
institution as well as from other institutions/individuals who have not yet
established an ISERC, and subsequently guide the investigators/Principal
Investigators to apply for a grant of a research license from NACOSTI.

The purpose of this letter, therefore, is to bring to your attention the above
changes and request that you effect the same. Attached herewith please find
the TORs for the Institutional Scientific and Ethical Review Committee
(ISERC). We plan to organize a demand-driven capacity building training in
the near future for members of ISERC.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in ensuring relevance
and quality in research in the country.

Yours Sincerely,

-

Prof. Walter O. Ovawa, Ph.D
DIRECTOR GENERAL /CEO

Copy to: Chairperson ISERC



NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY
AND INNOVATION (NACOSTI)

The Terms of Reference of the Institutional Scientific and Ethical Review
Committee

i)  Review, recommend and adjudicate submitted research proposals by
individuals or teams, as pertain to relevant ethical, legal, scientific
and social issues specified in the STI Act.

i)  Conduct scientific and ethical review of all research, technology and
innovation projects submitted by individuals or teams in your
institution and its affiliates per the STI Act and other relevant laws,
regulations, policies, and guidelines.

iiiy Ensure that all research being undertaken within the jurisdiction is
licensed by NACOSTI per the STI Act, are beneficial to the national
development agenda and do not endanger national security or public
safety or national cohesion or the environment, nature, or IP rights
of communities.

iv) Monitor the implementation of approved and licensed research
proposals including spot checks, management of databases, and
transfer of specimens and research materials, and ensure compliance
with set regulations and a report/recommendation made to
NACOSTI;

v) Encourage and ensure proper management and dissemination of
research findings including publication in recognized journals and
application for patents/utility models;

vi) Register and maintain a database of Researchers in your institution
and affiliated institutions under the hand of the Head of the
Institution, as well as independent applicants, and submit quarterly
and annual reports to NACOSTI on the same.

vii)  Liaise with the Institutional Intellectual Property Management Office
and Researchers to identify potential intellectual assets, as well
intellectual  property rights that mneed protection and
commercialization based on Research findings/outcomes;

viij Promote training, recognition, and Continuous Professional
Development of members of Institutional Scientific and Ethics Review
Committees, researchers, and scientists.

ix) Ensure quality assurance and ethics in research and technology
innovation in the country, and advise on appropriate training
programmes for researchers on issues of ethical compliance and good
research practice.

x) Promote and foster visibility, debate, education, public engagement,



deeper understanding, and mainstreaming of research, science,
technology, and innovation within the institution and its

stakeholders.

Document the state of Research Systems (Research, Science,
Technology, and Innovation) within the jurisdiction, and submit a
report (annually or when called upon) of the same to NACOSTI in the

prescribed format.

Maintain adequate records of submitted and approved research
proposals, scientific and technological developments emanating from
research, all meetings and activities, and submit a report of the same
to the Director-General, NACOSTI on a quarterly and annual basis.
Take appropriate action on any research project that has breached
approved protocols or regulations or laws, as well as action because
of adverse events or closeout reports for studies.

Undertake any other relevant assignment as may be delegated to you



