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Narragansett Bay estuary program & its study areas
The Narragansett Bay Estuary Program is part of the National Estuary Program, established in 1987 as an amendment to the federal Clean Water Act administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The NBEP uses a voluntary, community-driven approach to enhance the water quality, wildlife, and quality of life in Narragansett Bay, Little Narragansett Bay, the Coastal Ponds, and their watersheds in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. The landscape unites 2 million people across 113 communities in 3 states and hosts many diverse habitats that sustain people, vital ecosystems, wildlife, and critical economies.
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Map of Narragansett Bay Estuary Program Study Areas
Purpose
This science update presents an introduction to ocean acidification and its impacts to the region. NBEP will continue to report on ocean acidification measurements, such as pH, and mechanisms to mitigate the impacts of acidification as they become available. It is our hope this update provides a solid scientific foundation for discussion among our partners, particularly environmental, members of community outreach groups, and the public. 
Methods & Data
Data for the cover image (also included on page 4 of the update) were downloaded through the National Estuarine Research Reserve’s Central Data Management Office. Monthly average surface water pH data were graphed.
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