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Interviewer: 

So this is Terry Ford interviewing Margaret Gunson on the 2nd of October, 2023 at South Shield's Local 
History Group at Cleadon Park, and we're discussing her father Douglas Gunson. 

Margaret: 

Douglas Rothery Gunson was born on the 28th of October, 1914 West Derby Lancashire to Harry Rothery 
Gunson, and Francis Annie Gunson nee Shepherd.  He was baptised on the 21st of June, 1916 at St.  
Thomas's Seaforth Lancaster, England.  He joined the Merchant Navy and in 1939 he was on board one of 
the first ships to be sunk in the Second World War Akenside.  A steamer left port on the 8th of June, 1939 
and was sunk the 22nd of September, 1939.  Sunk by enemy action.  All his sea papers were kept in a 
suitcase.  He never talked about it.  The 11th of November or the nearest Sunday, he and Uncle John Laney 
Matthews army would watch the armistice programme with very sad looks on their faces.  One time when I 
was a child, I think the story went that the ship Akenside was sunk by a submarine, which came out of the 
water and gave them a lifeboat, and the captain of the sub pointed to his cap badge and their captain 
pointed at his.   

 

But since this project started, I have found other details.  Douglas continued going to sea during the war.  I 
believe he was on the Arctic convoy and was on an armament ship during D-Day.  Never talked about it.  
Never claimed any medals.  After the Akenside was sunk, arrived back in Newcastle Upon Tyne the 29th of 
September, 1939, he did his tickets at the Marine School South Shields.  In 1941, he married a South Shields 
lass, Grace Ann Matthews.  Douglas became a captain.  He later became the Harbour Master in Durban, 
South Africa for a number of years returning to England in 1961 to settle at Kingston.  Upon Thames Surrey, 
he worked for Hawker Siddeley Kingston until his death in March, 1978, age 63 years. 

 

He was very kind, known as a gentleman by his family in South s Shields.  His life was spent growing 
vegetables in the garden, repairing his car, to building kitchen and furniture in the house out of scraps of 
old wood, he did one time buy a kit and did built in wardrobes in the front bedroom.  He would help 
anyone with a repairing job.  He was easygoing.   

Interviewer: 

That's brilliant, excellent, lovely Margaret, thanks very much.   

Note Taker: 

A-r-c-t-i-c.  So he was sunk by a submarine, he was on Arctic Convoys, was there something else? 

 

Margaret: 

He was on D-Day, but he didn't say what beach.  I did have a newspaper cutting, but God knows what 
happened to it.  I think it was on, it's a short name, the Gold or the other one, Juno? Yeah, something like 
that.  But I can't find the newspaper article, so unless I find it. 

David: 

So you don't know what he was doing on D-Day? 

Margaret: 

Just the armament ship? He was on a ship carrying bombs.   

Note Taker: 

Oh, right, I see.  Yes.  That's the best place to be, wasn't it? Blooming Heck!  It’s bad enough going ashore 
without taking all them bombs with you! 
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Additional Info, Akenside and Moses Gay 
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