Appendix I
A brief background to the small-scale tea sectors in Assam and Darjeeling
Assam has been globally renowned for its unique tea products since colonial days. Large-scale commercial tea plantations started by the British East India Company eventually led to the establishment of one of the oldest and the largest tea industries in the world. The cultivation was mostly confined to the large tea estates and factories owned by corporates and industrialists (Sharma, 2006). The tea-growing areas of Assam can be segmented into three major zones, i.e., the Upper Assam, the Barak Valley, and the combined parts of North, Central, and Lower Assam (Biggs et al., 2018). Presently, there are nearly 800 large-scale tea estates spread across several districts in the state (Govt. of Assam, 2020). However, owing to the initiatives taken by the tea industry that encouraged local peasants and unemployed youth to uptake tea cultivation, mostly to fulfill the increasing requirement of green tea leaves for the large tea estates (Bhowmik, 1991), small-scale tea cultivation started to pick up in the late 1980s and 1990s. In the following decades, there has been a phenomenal increase in the number of small-scale tea growers, bringing about several positive changes in the rural socio-economic landscape of Assam. The small-scale tea growers contribute more than 40 percent of the total tea production in the state (Biggs et al., 2018; Deka and Goswami, 2020). 
Just a few decades after large-scale tea production was introduced in Assam, similar initiatives were made by the British East India Company in the Eastern Himalayan Region of Darjeeling. The region, although geographically proximate to Assam, has different agro-climatic conditions than that of Assam due to the Himalayas. Hence, the Chinese tea variety (Camellia Sinensis var. Sinensis) was found suitable for cultivation rather than the Assam variety (Camellia Sinensis var. Assamica) (Koehler, 2015). Over the following decades, commercial tea plantations thrived in the region and Darjeeling Tea became rapidly popular in the western world. Tea from Darjeeling is recognized worldwide for its uniqueness and quality. It is grown at an altitude of 600 to 2,000 meters above mean sea level. Darjeeling’s renowned orthodox black tea is honored as the world’s four most famous black teas along with Keemun, Assam, and Ceylon teas (Kang et al., 2019). The cool and humid climate, the soil, the rainfall, and the sloping landscape, a combination of such natural factors provides a unique “muscatel flavor” and “exquisite banquet” to Darjeeling Tea, and thereby, unrivaled with tea from other regions (Darjeeling Govt., 2020). Darjeeling Tea (word and logo) was the first product from India to be protected with a Geographical Indication tag (IP India, 2019). Most of the tea cultivation in Darjeeling has been confined to the 87 large tea estates producing about 10 million kgs of tea, which represents less than a percent of the tea produced in India (Singh et al., 2016).
Cultivation of tea by the farmers in Darjeeling started in the 1990s, as revealed from the interviews of the growers. Traditionally, the households in the region relied on the cultivation of staple crops and vegetables. However, a handful of farmers started cultivation of tea alongside other crops in pursuit of a better income. Gradually, the number of small-scale tea growers increased from 20 or so in the late 1990s to a few thousand now. One of the reasons that encouraged many farmers to uptake tea cultivation was the destruction of the staple crop and vegetable cultivations often caused by wild animals. Besides, the falling price of the cash crops like cardamom and ginger grown by the mountain farmers forced some of them to look for alternatives like tea cultivation. Seemingly, the emergence of small-scale tea cultivation in Darjeeling is owed to the willingness of some of the early growers to experiment with tea cultivation, which was gradually embraced by other farmers looking for a secure livelihood. On a contrary, the widespread small-scale tea cultivation sector of Assam can be owed more to the measures undertaken by the TBI to increase the production of tea leaves. Nonetheless, the small-scale tea growers in both the region face a similar plight. Many blame the deprived situation of the growers to the highly-industrialized and non-transparent nature of the conventional tea supply chain that continues to operate under the estate-dominated tea-production-regime in Assam and Darjeeling. The small-scale growers continue to remain as mere suppliers of green tea leaves to the big estates with hardly any role in tea processing and marketing activities. The small-scale growers have benefited the big-estates more than the growers themselves, as cautioned in the study of Bhowmik (1991).







