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Consolidated criteria for reporting qualitative studies (COREQ): 32-item checklist


	No.
	 Item 
	Description
	Section #

	Domain 1: Research team and reﬂexivity 

	Personal Characteristics 

	1. 
	Interviewer/ facilitator
	Which author/s conducted the interview or focus group? 
	Three authors (MCO, SSMA & PLA) conducted the in-depth interviews, while the focus group discussions were conducted by MCO & PLA.

	2.
	Credentials
	What were the researcher’s credentials? E.g. PhD, MD 
	The researchers’ credentials are as follows:
MCO: PhD
SSMA: PhD
PLA: PhD
AL: MD

	3.
	Occupation
	What was their occupation at the time of the study? 
	The researchers’ occupation are as follows:
MCO: Post doc fellow
SSMA: President of Myanmar Maternal & Social Welfare Association
PLA: Researcher
AL: Lecturer

	4.
	Gender
	Was the researcher male or female? 
	The researcher’ gender are as follows:
MCO: female
SSMA: female
PLA: male
AL: male

	5.
	Experience and training
	What experience or training did the researcher have? 
	All are experienced researchers in qualitative studies and have collectively published qualitative research articles.

	Relationship with participants 

	6.
	Relationship established
	Was a relationship established prior to study commencement? 
	N/A.

No prior relationship was established between the researchers and participants.

	7.
	Participant knowledge of the interviewer 
	What did the participants know about the researcher? e.g. personal goals, reasons for doing the research 
	Methods – Ethics approval and consent to participate 

“Before data collection, participants provided written informed consent, with confidentiality maintained throughout all stages of data collection, management, analysis, and reporting.”

	8.
	Interviewer characteristics
	What characteristics were reported about the inter viewer/facilitator? e.g. Bias, assumptions, reasons and interests in the research topic 
	All researchers had an interest in the research.

MCO and PLA had previously worked as volunteers in maternal health projects and SSMA is currently working as President of Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association. AL has experience in maternal health related research.

	Domain 2: study design 

	Theoretical framework 

	9.
	Methodological orientation and Theory 
	What methodological orientation was stated to underpin the study? e.g. grounded theory, discourse analysis, ethnography, phenomenology, content analysis 
	Methods - Qualitative data analysis 

“Framework method was applied. The analysis employed a combination of inductive and deductive techniques.”

	Participant selection 

	10.
	Sampling
	How were participants selected? e.g. purposive, convenience, consecutive, snowball 
	Methods - Qualitative research 

IDI: “Participants included in IDIs were purposively chosen based on their roles in the MiM program”

FGD: “Employing extreme case sampling, couples were chosen based on MI scores in BPCR practices related to maternal emergencies and their female partners’ ID status.”

	11.
	Method of approach
	How were participants approached? e.g. face-to-face, telephone, mail, email 
	Methods section

“Invitation letters were sent to participants by public health supervisors of the health centres. A follow up visit was made to participants who had been approached.”

	12.
	Sample size
	How many participants were in the study? 
	Methods - Qualitative research 

IDIs: A total of 11 MH program stakeholders

FGDs: A total of eight FGDs was conducted separately; four sessions for male partners and four for their female partners, aiming to recruit 6-8 participants for each session.

	13.
	Non-participation
	How many people refused to participate or dropped out? Reasons? 
	N/A



	Setting

	14
	Setting of data collection
	Where was the data collected? e.g. home, clinic, workplace 
	Methods - Qualitative research 

The data was collected in private meeting room at hospital and health centres.

	15
	Presence of non-participants
	Was anyone else present besides the participants and researchers? 
	N/A 

No-one else was present besides the participants and the researchers.

	16
	Description of sample
	What are the important characteristics of the sample? e.g. demographic data, date 
	Methods - Qualitative research 

“IDIs were carried out with participants involved in the MiM program, including MH program managers (Township Medical Officers and Health Assistants) overseeing its implementation and MH providers (Lady Health Visitors, or Midwives).”

FGD: Couples aged 18 years or older, residing in the study areas, and providing consent.

	Data collection 

	17
	Interview guide
	Were questions, prompts, guides provided by the authors? Was it pilot tested? 
	Methods - Qualitative research 

“All topic guides were prepared and pilot tested was conducted in a socio-economically and geographically similar township, strategically distant to avoid cross-contamination with study townships.”

	18
	Repeat interviews
	Were repeat interviews carried out? If yes, how many? 
	N/A 

No repeat interview was carried out.

	19
	Audio/visual recording
	Did the research use audio or visual recording to collect the data? 
	Methods - Qualitative data analysis 

“For the qualitative component, IDIs and FGDs were audio-recorded.”

	20
	Field notes
	Were ﬁeld notes made during and/or after the interview or focus group?
	N/A (Field notes were not discussed in the manuscript)

Field notes were made by MCO & PLA after every interview and focus group discussion. These field notes were used to assist in the analysis of the transcribed audio recordings.

	21
	Duration
	What was the duration of the inter views or focus group? 
	Methods - Qualitative research 

“On average, IDI and FGD lasted around 60 and 90 minutes respectively.”

	22
	Data saturation
	Was data saturation discussed? 
	N/A 

Data saturation was not discussed in the manuscript.

	23
	Transcripts returned
	Were transcripts returned to participants for comment and/or correction? 
	N/A

Transcripts were not returned to participants.

	Domain 3: analysis and ﬁndings 

	Data analysis 

	24
	Number of data coders
	How many data coders coded the data? 
	N/A (Number of data coders were not discussed in the manuscript)

Two researchers (MCO & PLA) independently coded the data.

	25
	Description of the coding tree
	Did authors provide a description of the coding tree? 
	N/A (Coding tree was not described in the manuscript.)

Two researchers coded independently. Researchers developed an initial list of nodes followed by the framework development. Coding discrepancies were resolved by discussion between two researchers until consensus was reached. The lists of the nodes were used as the final coding framework for all the remaining transcripts. New nodes emerging during coding were added to the list upon consultation with the research team. The lists of nodes were regrouped into larger categories as themes emerged from the data. 

	26
	Derivation of themes
	Were themes identiﬁed in advance or derived from the data? 
	Themes were derived from the data.


	27
	Software
	What software, if applicable, was used to manage the data? 
	Methods - Qualitative data analysis 

Qualitative data analyses were performed using Nvivo version 12.

	28
	Participant checking
	Did participants provide feedback on the ﬁndings? 
	N/A

No, participants did not provide any feedback on the findings.

	Reporting 

	29
	Quotations presented
	Were participant quotations presented to illustrate the themes/ﬁndings? Was each quotation identiﬁed? e.g. participant number 
	Result section

Quotations were presented in the result section and identified by the participants’ role.

	30
	Data and ﬁndings consistent
	Was there consistency between the data presented and the ﬁndings? 
	We endeavoured to report the study findings in a clear, consistent manner in order to accurately reflect the data that have been collected.

	31
	Clarity of major themes
	Were major themes clearly presented in the ﬁndings? 
	Result section

Major themes are clearly presented in result section.

	32
	Clarity of minor themes
	Is there a description of diverse cases or discussion of minor themes?      
	N/A

There was no descriptions of the diverse cases or discussion of minor themes presented.




