Facilitator guide for the FGD with female partners
This is the topic guide to be used by the facilitator for the focus group discussion with female partners who delivered babies within one year and whose husbands participated in the 'Men in Maternity Health' program, exploring the acceptability and feasibility of the introduced MiM program for preventing maternal emergencies and increasing institutional delivery.
This discussion is expected to be conducted in about 1.5 hours.

Code No……………………………………………………………………………………………
	1. 	Information about the discussion session

	1.1.
	Name of the facilitator
	

	1.2.
	Name of the notetaker/s
	

	1.3.
	Date (dd/mm/yyyy)
		

	1.4.
	Start time
	

	1.5.
	End time
	



	Is it OK to audio-record this conversion? (Yes/No)
	



	2. 	Background information of the participants

	Could you please briefly introduce yourself, including your age, residing village and occupation?

	
	Age
	Village
	Occupation

	P1
	
	
	

	P2
	
	
	

	P3
	
	
	

	P4
	
	
	

	P5
	
	
	

	P6
	
	
	



	3. 	Background information of Maternal Health Care in the study villages

	3.1.
	Can you tell about the maternal health care services that are currently available in your community? Do you use them, when? How have they worked?
a) What are the sources of health care services for your community? 
i. Which sources do you prefer and why?
ii. Which sources do you not prefer and why?
b) What do you think about the current maternal health care services in your community?



	4. 	Participating in the MiM education program

	4.1.
	How did you hear about MiM education program?

	4.2.
	Can you share about why your male partner decided to participate in the MiM education program?

	4.3.
	What were you and your male partner expectations before joining the program?

	4.4
	Did anyone encourage motivate your male partner to participate in the program?

	4.5
	How did you feel about your male partner participating in a maternal health education program?

	4.6
	What is your opinion about male involvement in maternal health?

	4.7
	Do you think that male partners should be more involved in maternal health? If yes, why?



	5. 	Knowledge gained from the MiM education program

	5.1.
	What did you learn from your male partner when he participated the MiM education program?

	5.2.
	Can you give some examples of new knowledge or skills that you gained from your male partner?

	5.3.
	How do you think this new knowledge or skills will be helpful to your maternal health care and child birth?

	5.4.
	What did you find most interesting or useful information/knowledge shared by your male partner?



	6. 	Perception changes about male partners' role in pregnancy and childbirth

	6.1.
	Before your male partner joining the program, what was your perception about the role of male partners in pregnancy and childbirth?

	6.2.
	Did your male partner participating in the MiM education program change your perception about the role of male partners in pregnancy and childbirth? If yes, how?

	6.3.
	Do you think that the MiM education program is important for changing the perception of male partners about their role in pregnancy and childbirth?



	7. 	Birth preparedness and complication readiness

	7.1.
	When you was pregnant, did your husband plan where you deliver the baby? Yes or No? Where? Why?
If yes, did you actually deliver baby at that place? Yes or No? Where? Why?

	7.2.
	When you was pregnant, did your husband arrange a skilled birth attendant for delivery? Yes or no? Who? Why?
If yes, did you actually deliver baby by that skilled birth attendant? Yes or No? Who? Why?

	7.3.
	When you was pregnant, did your husband arrange or save the money for delivery? Yes or no? Why?

	7.4.
	When you was pregnant, did your husband plan the transportation for you to get to the place of delivery? Yes or no? Why?

	7.5.
	When you was pregnant, did your husband plan for a potential blood donor in case for emergency? Yes or no? Why?
Did you face emergency situation during delivery? Yes or No?
If yes, did you use that potential saving blood? 



	8. 	Acceptability of the introduced MiM program

	8.1.
	Can you tell us about your overall experience about your male partner participating in the MiM program?

	8.2.
	Did you find the activities planned by your male partner which are suggested by the MiM program relevant and useful? If yes, can you provide some examples of how this activities helped you during pregnancy and childbirth?

	8.3.
	Did you feel comfortable when your male partner share the knowledge/plan to prevent maternal health care activities? If not, why not?

	8.4.
	Did you find the MiM program culturally appropriate and sensitive to the local context? If not, can you provide some examples of what could be improved?

	8.5.
	How did your family, friends, or community members react to your male partner participation in the MiM program? Were they supportive or did they have any negative reactions to his participation?

	8.6.
	Did participating in the MiM program change your male partner’s attitudes towards male involvement in maternal health? If yes, can you explain how?

	8.7.
	Would you recommend the MiM program to other male partners in the study township? If yes, why? If no, why not?


 
	9. 	Feasibility of the introduced MiM program

	9.1.
	Did you face any challenges when your male partner attending the MiM sessions? If yes, what were they? How did you overcome them?

	9.2.
	Did you face any challenges in implementing what your male partner learned from the program? If yes, can you share with us what those challenges were?
How did you overcome those challenges?

	9.3.
	Was the six-month duration of the MiM program appropriate, or would you suggest a different length of time?

	9.4.
	What did you think of the delivery of the MiM program, including the format and location of the sessions?

	9.5.
	In your opinion, how can the MiM program be improved to better meet the needs of male partners in the study township?

	9.6.
	In your opinion, how effective do you think the MiM program will be in preventing maternal emergencies and increasing institutional delivery rates in the study township?



	10. Effectiveness of the MiM education program in preventing maternal emergencies and increasing institutional delivery rates

	10.1.
	In your opinion, do you think the MiM education program is effective in preventing maternal emergencies and increasing institutional delivery rates? If yes, how?

	10.2.
	Can you share with us any examples of how the MiM program has been effective in preventing maternal emergencies and increasing institutional delivery rates?

	10.3.
	What suggestions do you have for measuring the effectiveness of the MiM education program in preventing maternal emergencies and increasing institutional delivery rates?



	11. Recommendations for improving the MiM education program

	11.1.
	What suggestions do you have for improving the MiM program?

	11.2.
	Are there any topics/activities that you think should be added or removed from the program?

	11.3.
	How can the program be made more accessible or effective?



	Conclusion

	
	This is the end of our discussion.
Do you have any questions for me?
Thank you very much for your participation.



	End of session




