Metadata for BaffinBay_PolarBear_FattyAcids_renormalized.csv
Accompanying metadata file for dataset ‘BaffinBay_PolarBear_FattyAcids_renormalized.csv’ as described in:
Stern, J. H., K. L. Laidre, E. W. Born, Ø. Wiig, and M. A. McKinney. 2024. Space-use strategies drive diet composition of Baffin Bay polar bears. Ecosphere [accepted]
Contact person: Jennifer Stern (jenny.stern1@gmail.com)
	Variable name
	Variable definition
	Units
	Storage type
	Variable codes and definitions
	Missing value codes

	Pred-type
	Denotes the age/sex classes and family group of the polar bear. The age/sex classes include adults (AF, AM), subadults (SAF, SAM), and dependent cubs (2YR, YRL, COY).
	Not available
	Character
	AF = Adult female; AM = Adult male; SAF = Subadult female; SAM = Subadult male; 2YR = 2-year old cub; YR = yearling cub; COY = cub-of the year ; AF_2YR = Adult female captured with 1 or 2 2-year old cubs; AF_YRL = Adult female captured with 1 or 2 yearling cubs ; AF_COY = Adult female captured with 1 or 2 cubs-of-the-year.
	

	SampleID
	Unique numeric code for each capture of an individual, starting with pb-1 and ending with pb-120.
	Not available
	Character
	The lowercase pb is an acronym for polar bear. The number represents the order in which the bear was captured.
	

	Year
	Capture year: all polar bears were sampled between 2009 – 2013.
	Not available
	Integer
	Not available
	

	Recapture_CorrespondingSampleID
	Individual polar bears recaptured after periods of 1-3 years (n = 5) will have two SampleIDs, one for each capture event.
	Not available
	Character
	References the SampleID of either the initial or second capture, allowing for the records to be matched. Bears that were not recaptured will be coded as NA.
	NA

	SpaceUseStrategy
	Adult female polar bears were fitted with Telonics TAW-4610H satellite radio collars in 2009–2013 to collect movement data. These data were used to differentiate between space-use strategies. Polar bears without movement data were not assigned a space-use strategy.
	Not available
	Character
	‘Offshore’ adult females (n = 31) used larger areas across the pack ice of Baffin Bay. ‘Coastal’ adult females (n = 6) remained resident on the fast ice and glacial mélange in Melville Bay, Greenland.
	NA

	65 fatty acid columns (c12.0 – c24.1w9)
	﻿Fatty acids data that has been renormalized to sum to 1. The fatty acids are described with the nomenclature of ﻿cX.YwZ, where X indicates the carbon chain length, Y denotes the number of double bonds, and Z indicates the position of the first double bond relative to the terminal methyl group.
	Not available
	Numeric
	Not available
	


