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	Table 1
Timeline of EC Consultation and Key Activity Information (Surmised from Annex 2 of the EC’s Impact Assessment Report

	Consultation Activity
	Summary of Consultation Outputs relating to DPPs

	1: Feedback on the IAA            
	193 responses were submitted between 14-Sep-20 and 16-Nov-20. According to EC analysis, “Digital Product Passports [were] generally supported by clear majorities across all stakeholder groups”. 

	2: Feedback through Open Public Consultation

	626 responses were submitted between 17-Mar-21 and 9-Jun-21. According to EC analysis, “The requirement to provide information on the product […] was generally very well accepted across all stakeholder groups, specifically regarding how the user should interact with the product, as well as on the information to be contained in the Digital Product Passport such as the product’s environmental performance, information on compliance with ecolabels, standards and legislation, on safe use and recyclability, and on the economic actors at the origin of the information”.  However, differences in support were evident regarding the need to include social condition information (supported by 31% of business associations vs. 88% of NGOs and 100% of environmental organisations), information for other operators (supported by 18% of business associations vs. 71% of NGOs and 73% of environmental organisations), and material/substance information (supported by 25% business associations vs. 87% of NGOs and 100% of environmental organisations).

	3: Targeted Stakeholder Feedback
	3a: Dedicated Stakeholder Workshops
Six topic-based workshops were conducted between 15-Apr-21 and 15-Jun-21, the third of which (6-May-21) was dedicated to DPPs. 180 stakeholders attended to discuss and contribute to four main themes; (A) use cases: potential applications for companies, users, and authorities, (B) governance, standards and international dimension, (c) technological approaches and solutions, including the role of blockchain; (D) data access, accountability and management. 
3b: Targeted Stakeholder Group Surveys
136 responses were submitted by ‘expert stakeholders’ responding to tailored questionnaires between 20-May-21 and 9-Jun-21.  The provision of information within DPPs was generally considered to be of low benefit to manufacturers and consumers (via retailers) but would be beneficial for NGOs and have a large impact in “reducing the environmental/social impact of products”.
3c: An SME-Specific Survey
332 responses were submitted between 26-Apr-21 and 15-Jun-21 from companies involved in industry, services and wholesale or retail trade, and representing companies who deal with intermediate and finished products.  35 responses were submitted to a second survey (20-Oct-21 and 4-Nov-21) that built upon the findings of the first survey. It is suggested that DPPs will increase the number of products with low GHG emissions, and help gradually phase out the use of environmentally harmful materials in products. It was also suggested that DPPs would increase consumer empowerment due to the greater availability of product information, improve working conditions, and reduce environmental crime at a global level. While DPPs are predicted to increase the administrative burden on companies in the short term, increasing economic growth is expected longer term. 
3d: Targeted Stakeholder Interviews
Of a wider programme of 49 interviews, 11 focused on existing initiatives to inspire the DPP. EC analysis suggests there is consensus that (1) decentralized DPP systems were better than centralized, (2) that the DPP should build on (and be compatible with) existing systems and initiatives, (3) that an international approach is required, (4) that DPPs should be based on open source and interoperability principles that ensure access for everyone, and (5) that the terminology used should be clarified and harmonized and standardization applied.

	4: Draft Regulation and Reports relating to the DPP
	On 3rd April 2022, the EC published its proposal for revising the EcoDesign requirements for sustainable products (thus repealing Directive 2009/125/EC) (European Commission, 2022a). The proposed regulation is meant to act as an “overarching, integrated EU policy instrument covering the sustainable production and consumption of all products and/or the availability and reliability of information on these products to consumers”.  Amongst a much-wider brief, DPPs are formally established within Chapter III of the regulation (Articles 8-13).  This regulation sets out a ‘horizontal’ (i.e. non-product-specific) requirements framework for a DPP system, and points towards the creation of further derived acts that will set out ‘vertical’ (product-specific) implementation requirements for different industries and product types.  Alongside the regulatory proposal, the EC also published an Impact Assessment Final Report (European Commission, 2022b, 2022c, 2022d, 2022e).  Annex 3 of this report pertains to possible information requirements for DPPs, while Annex 18 describes the EC vision for DPPs in more detail.
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