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Here are the latest updates:

• VW chief executive Martin Winterkorn resigns

• Green Party claims Merkel governmentknew carmakers were rigging emissions tests

• Diesel "worse than the black plague" and responsible for 50,000 premature deaths

• The damage runs deep as car giant pollutes its reputation

• These are the Volkswagen cars affected

• The other scandal to hit Volkswagen this year

• Volkswagen sets aside (EURO)6.5 billion to win back trust

• Shares dive (EURO)15bn after the revelations

• Volkswagen Q&A: what is the emissions scandal and how should drivers react?

                     Please wait a moment while the liveblog loads                   

The Volkswagen car emissions scandal in which millions of vehicles were fitted with deceptive carbon emissions 
systems could spread to other carmakers and models.

Skoda and Seat models in the UK were also fitted with the EA189 engine VW used to cheat US emissions tests.

The engines contained software that could switch to a higher calibration and block more nitrous oxide from being 
released during tests, so that vehicles complied with US environmental laws. When the car was not being tested it 
emitted illegal amounts of noxious gas that can cause ozone depletion and respiratory problems.

VW has recalled more than 500,000 cars in the US but may extend this review to cover luxury models, including the 
Porsche Cayenne SUV and the Audi Q5, A6, A7 and A8 models.

The scandal could also spread geographically: the UK, France, Australia, and South Korea are among the countries 
where investigations are underway.
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Some analysts have said that even if Volkswagen survives, diesel fuelled cars might not. Richard Gane, director 
and automotive sector specialist at supply chain firm, Vendigital, said the scandal is likely to lead to a sharp fall in 
demand for diesel engine cars.

"In Europe the impact could be much more significant, leading to a large tranche of the market switching to petrol 
engine cars virtually overnight," Gane said.
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