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2021

Lower Nitrogen = Better Water Quality[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Sometimes, what they teach us in school turns out to be right… the Narragansett Bay region reduced Nitrogen pollution, and after some years, the Bay showed signs of improved water quality. ] 




Changes to Chlorophyll and Hypoxia as a Result of Reduced Nitrogen Pollution
Narragansett Bay Region
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NARRAGANSETT BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM AND ITS STUDY AREAS
The Narragansett Bay Estuary Program is part of the National Estuary Program, established in 1987 as an amendment to the federal Clean Water Act administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The NBEP uses a voluntary, community-driven approach to enhance the water quality, wildlife, and quality of life in the Narragansett Bay, Little Narragansett Bay, Coastal Ponds, and their watersheds in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. The landscape unites 2 million people across 113 communities in 3 states. It hosts diverse habitats that sustain wildlife and vital economies. 
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Map of Narragansett Bay Estuary Program Study Areas


PURPOSE
This two-page science update summarizes a report by Dan Codiga (here) shared in September 2021, and contains further work towards understanding how nitrogen pollution reductions impact Narragansett Bay. This update (and the longer report) stems from previous work (presented here and here) to update the chlorophyll and dissolved oxygen chapters of the 2017 State of Narragansett Bay and Its Watershed. 

The purpose of these documents is to inform our audience on nitrogen pollution in Narragansett Bay, and to identify areas for continued work.  NBEP hopes that this update stimulates discussion among our partners and nutrient experts.

The audience for this piece is anyone who is interested in nitrogen pollution, and the response to nitrogen pollution reduction, particularly environmental managers, members of land-trust committees, and the interested public.

METHODS
This update is a companion piece to a larger report on the topic. Included in that report are the data sources and methods used. 
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