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Interview notes – For public

Study title: Appraisal of COVID-19 Test, Trace and Isolate (TTI) modelling approaches with the public and professional stakeholders 
Participant ID: P8
Interviewer(s)/Facilitator(s): Rigina / Guy

Demographics 
(Complete with a number as per topic guide options)
1. Gender: 2
2. Age: 21
3. Ethnicity: 1
4. Working outside from home: Yes (University)

Test, Trace and Isolate (TTI) questions

Symptomatic Testing Scenario

Symptoms
	// New and continuous cough, high temperature, change in taste/smell. I think it depends, some people would wait for all three, some would test with just one. 



Steps/What’s next
	[bookmark: _Hlk74654179]// Probably book a test, or take LFT at home. And isolate when they think they have symptoms. If test negative, probably wouldn’t isolate, particularly if it impacts work. 



Type of testing
	//



Delays 
	// LFT immediate. Couple of days wait for PCR. If test centre a couple of days wait. If you have to order to your house that takes a couple of days too.



Steps differences
	//



Factors/Barriers 
	// I think some people would ignore testing, particularly if it has a financial impact. High temperature might be associated with other things.

People don’t want to stop going to work.  

Taking test is uncomfortable and some people are scared of it. Some people might rather isolate than take the test.

Others want to take a test. They want to socialise but don’t want to risk isolating.

People have quite mixed views on testing. 




Recommendations/Changes
	// Have tests more easily available at home, so they can test more regularly even without symptoms. LFTs not as accurate as PCR, having PCR at home would be good. 




Notified to isolate Scenario

Notification source
	// 



Steps/What’s next
	// Isolate and get a test



Type of testing
	// LFT if they have at home. Otherwise order a PCR to their house. Better access to LFTs, and used to doing it so it is easier. With a positive test result most people would isolate.



Delays
	//



Steps differences
	// Personal vs App; people would take the app more seriously because it is external rather than friendship group. But in the same way, the social pressure of your friend knowing you should isolate might make you isolate.



Factors/Barriers
	// I can’t think of a reason other than working. Work pressure to stop people isolating.





Recommendation/Changes
	// NHS App is quite good, saying how many days left to isolate. I can’t think of anything else that would help people.




For both scenarios:

Vaccination impact
	
	In testing
	In Isolation

	Being vaccinated


	// Yes. I think they are confident they won’t catch covid, even though it is possible. People have a view that if vaccinated they are fine, but it isn’t necessarily the case. It is easier not to take the test and carry on.
	// Less willing to isolate if vaccinated. They feel like they are safer.


	Others being vaccinated

	// I think they would want to know if they have covid, but some people wouldn’t.

If everyone was vaccinated, and understood how the vaccine works, I think they would take the test. Maybe less inclined as a result of vaccination.
	// Maybe they wouldn’t because they think they aren’t a risk to other people.
If everyone vaccinated, they would assume it is safer so less risk. 




Prior infection impact
	In testing
	In Isolation

	// If tested positive before, they feel less likely to get it again. If symptoms again, think can’t get it again so less likely to take a test.
	// I assume they wouldn’t believe they have it again so would not isolate nor take a test. But if they were very ill, they might isolate to stop others getting covid. 





Asymptomatic Testing 

LFT negative result/interpretation
	// Negative probably means negative. If they have symptoms they should take PCR.



LFT reporting of results
	// My mum does them weekly, and says it is lengthy and difficult to upload. Time consuming. I’ve done the test but don’t log as negative. I think they will report positive, but not the negative. A negative isn’t a risk to anyone, and it is a lot of effort to fill it in. For people that have to fill it in for work, it is hard. If they made that easier then people might be more inclined to submit online.



Scenarios:

	
	General
	Factors/barriers
	Steps after positive result
	Suggestions for easing test uptake
	Other suggestions for covid control 

	A – SURGE 
	
	
	
	
	

	B – WORK OUTSIDE
	It is annoying but can cope.
	At university we had this, and had to go to another building to get the test. Adding on a different place that you could contact, so people didn’t want to do this.

Students didn’t want a positive result, as would get behind on study deadlines, wanting to use library facilities.
	I think people would isolate, and get a more accurate test. Had friends with positive LFT then negative PCR. I think people would rather take LFT and check after with PCR.
	Easier uploading of results.

Accessibility: University could distribute tests to uni houses rather than keep them centrally. 

Uni advice to order test kits to home would be good. 

Negative result meaning you don’t have to isolate would improve uptake. 

	Ask students to take tests at home before coming into uni.

	C - SCHOOL
	
	
	
	
	

	D – SOCIAL EVENT
	
	
	
	
	

	E – FAMILY EVENT
	Elderly people, take test before to avoid passing on to them. I think people take tests to see vulnerable family members. Large group test before and after, as not wanting to pass on to own family and to feel safe to see them. More likely to test for family than people less well known.
	I think LFTs aren’t too difficult, but the reporting is hard. 

I think people are likely to do them as they are easy and accessible
	Before event: Would not go to the event, and get a PCR test to check it isn’t a false positive. Isolate if positive.
	I think it is good. Can do in your house, takes 5 mins and wait a short time before result. Not too difficult to continue using LFTs.
	




Vaccination impact
	Being vaccinated


	// I think they are more casual about it and don’t see such risk. More relaxed and do not think they will get covid.

	Others being vaccinated

	// If most people vaccinated, I think most people would think the risk is lower and less likely to take LFTs.



Prior infection impact
	// People testing positive before think their risk is less than people who have tested positive. I don’t think they realise they can get it again, and they feel relaxed, the same as the vaccination



Other scenarios for LFT use
	// Before grandparents.

It would be good, but unrealistic, for everyone to do it. Crowded events and large organised events should advise people to take tests beforehand. I think people are willing to do this if it means they are able to attend the event.



Feelings about testing availability
	// I like LFT, so I feel I won’t pass covid on even if asymptomatic. I think taking tests away wouldn’t be great. 

If less testing, it wouldn’t bother most people as they don’t want to take the test. I know people who have never taken the test, scared of the unpleasantness. They social distance and wear a mask only.



Feelings/Attitudes about covid, at present 
	// I am still happy to isolate. I am quite cautious overall, and follow the procedures (other than uploading the negative LFT results). 



Feelings/Attitudes about test, trace and isolate, at present
	// I think it is confusing and people are unsure about procedures, which keep on changing. On the whole, people are willing to go along with advice. 

Overall things are mixed. Some people ignore and others follow advice. Some people have had enough of covid and lockdowns, and don’t want to spend any more time isolating. Some are happy enough to do it. 

I think compared to the start of pandemic, people are less scared and trying to carry on with their lives.



Perceived differences to in attitudes between the participant and others 
	// I am probably on the cautious side, but I think so. Except the negative results for work, where this is mandatory.



Anything else?
	// Nothing
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