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Interview notes – For public

Study title: Appraisal of COVID-19 Test, Trace and Isolate (TTI) modelling approaches with the public and professional stakeholders 
Participant ID: P12
Interviewer(s)/Facilitator(s): Rigina / Guy

Demographics 
(Complete with a number as per topic guide options)
1. Gender: 1
2. Age: 22
3. Ethnicity: 1
4. Working outside from home: No

Test, Trace and Isolate (TTI) questions

Symptomatic Testing Scenario

Symptoms
	// Change in taste and smell, or new persistent cough, either would be sufficient. People should take for raised temperature but I don’t think people would as much, as they would think it is something else. 



Steps/What’s next
	[bookmark: _Hlk74654179]// They would take a test, then they would contact people they have been around, and tell test and trace app and then other people would be contacted. I think most people would isolate if they have symptoms. If no symptoms some people would try to get away with it. 

A day to take test, 24-36 hours to let everyone know. Most people would isolate if they expect they have covid. 




Type of testing
	// LFT, easy to order online and do from home. PCR you have to queue with people who might have covid.



Delays 
	//



Steps differences
	//



Factors/Barriers 
	// Test aversion: Workaholic or phobia of being ill, so don’t “know” and can ignore it.

Isolation: People don’t want to be stuck inside for 2 weeks, they want to be out and about, which causes some people to want to go to work or out.  

If they don’t WFH, then less inclined to admit they have covid (even to themselves). It probably depends on the person.






Recommendations/Changes
	// Ensure people are isolating, but we don’t have the manpower. I think it is a good system. 

Restaurant sign-in on app, they could flag up at the restaurant if they are supposed to be isolating. 




Notified to isolate Scenario

Notification source
	// app, friends



Steps/What’s next
	// Isolate, take a test, if negative they are supposed to isolate. 

Negative test, I expect most people carry on as usual, maybe take another test a few days later. LFT test not 100% so good not to rely on it.

Positive test, same sequence as above (isolate, notify). I’m not sure everyone would do this.



Type of testing
	//



Delays
	// LFT is quick, teachers taking the day before, so less than 12 hours.



Steps differences
	// NHS app more official so people respond more seriously to it. 
LFT convenient. Some people might get PCR if they prefer.



Factors/Barriers
	// Getting by post in shared accommodation is inconvenient.

Schrodinger’s cat by not taking a test, people not wanting to test to avoid knowing. Personally I would prefer to know, especially as high chance asymptomatic. 



Recommendation/Changes
	// Compensation or incentive to take test. If related to isolation a food delivery voucher would be appropriate. 






For both scenarios:

Vaccination impact
	
	In testing
	In Isolation

	Being vaccinated


	// It will affect things, people are unaware of ineffectiveness of vaccine. When they take vaccine they think they are immune and would not bother taking a test. A lot less worried about taking test.
	// Decrease if vaccinated.


	Others being vaccinated

	// If loved ones vaccinated they will be more inclined to risk it. If a young person then they think it will be fine, and if they think family and friends are safe and vaccinated they might be demotivated. 

Some people also do not think covid is real, or that the vaccine is harmful, which could be linked to not taking the vaccine.

If all vaccinated, it is mixed. For me I would still like to test, but I know a lot of people who might not (and think they will be fine). Overall it is less likely.
	// If they think others will be fine, they wouldn’t isolate. If they are aware others can still get ill, they would.

Decrease if everyone vaccinated, some people will still follow the guidance but more people will take the risk.




Prior infection impact
	In testing
	In Isolation

	// Yes, people see covid like other viruses and think they can get it once only. Or they might have had a bad sickness and be more proactive if they don’t want others to have that.
	// I hope if they had before they isolated the first time, caring enough to protect others.
If they didn’t isolate they might have previously infected their family, so they might be more inclined to isolate to stop that again.





Asymptomatic Testing 

LFT negative result/interpretation
	// Not done it myself.



LFT reporting of results
	// Not done it myself.



Scenarios:

	
	General
	Factors/barriers
	Steps after positive result
	Suggestions for easing test uptake
	Other suggestions for covid control 

	A – SURGE 
	Important, because VoC are worrying to think about.
	
	
	
	

	B – WORK OUTSIDE
	
	
	
	
	

	C - SCHOOL
	
	
	
	
	

	D – SOCIAL EVENT
	
	
	
	
	

	E – FAMILY EVENT
	Sensible to test before family event, like wearing a mask. I think a lot of people would do it. Friends do this before seeing family for lunch.
	
	If positive then they can’t go. As long as they didn’t take test they didn’t know; if they take and it is positive it is seen as reckless.
	Incentives.

Advertisements and education for testing as well as ventilating rooms.
	Delivery system for tests has been good. 

Education for vaccines. 1 in 1000 people have covid, it is still relevant. No scaring, but educating about benefits of testing.

Everything is going back to normal, just because deaths are down, but hospitalisations are still high. I would keep restrictions for a bit longer.




Vaccination impact
	Being vaccinated


	// Yes it would reduce motivation to take tests regularly. Need more education for vaccine efficacy. 

	Others being vaccinated

	// I think people will slip back into old routines, of not doing tests.



Prior infection impact
	// I think they are more likely to test, if they know they can get it again. Few people keep natural immunity.



Other scenarios for LFT use
	// Going on holiday, would want to before they went.



Feelings about testing availability
	// I think people would be upset. People are anxious, and less testing might discourage people from going out. Tests should be available for those that want, or need, to take them. 

If had to pay, some people would take fewer tests. It would increase cases in poorer parts of the country. If means tested it would be ok.



Feelings/Attitudes about covid, at present 
	// It is still a huge risk, but I think we have to live with it. No quick fix. It isn’t going anywhere. The USA still has polio. We should protect ourselves as much as possible. 



Feelings/Attitudes about test, trace and isolate, at present
	// Mixed, people happier now. Masks, groups of six, this is ok. But also a lot of people thinking we could do more. I think it is sensible at the moment, but a small minority think there should be less restriction (e.g. covid doesn’t exist).

Contact tracing at beginning was chaotic, and stigma that TTI didn’t know what it was doing. Now TTI is running more smoothly, the reaction is better than it would be.



Perceived differences to in attitudes between the participant and others 
	// I think some people have some idealistic interpretation that once everyone is vaccinated it is all ok. Football showed this, and I think most people think by this time next year we won’t think about covid any more. 



Anything else?
	// It would be good to report vaccinated deaths from covid and increase compliance with isolation.
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