SL Study 1: Investigating human and humanoid avatar heights in Second Life

Study overview

This simple study aims to investigate and identify core average heights for human (and other humanoid) males, females and non-binary SL avatar characters in Second Life. This information will provide animators a set of target shape heights and bodytypes they can use to optimize their animations. This document (‘SL Study 1 research overview’) provides an overview of the study.

The study is ongoing (thus is written mostly in the present-continuous tense), and as further participants complete the survey, the results and findings are updated periodically. The current study overview document, dataset, and datareport files are uploaded for public access at: 
URL.

    Please attribute any subsequent research or findings to:
Happy, A. (2021). SL Study 1 (S1): Investigating human and humanoid avatar heights in Second Life. figshare.

The study asks 6 basic questions on: avatar gender (female/male/non-binary); appearance (human and humanoid / non-human); age category (see below); bodytype (ectomorph/ mesomorph/ endomorph); height category (see below); and exact height (in centimetres).

	    The SL avatar character age categories are:
- Child (aged 0-12)
- Teen (aged 13-19)
- Young adult (aged 20-39)
- Mature adult (aged 40-61)
- Senior adult (aged 62+)

	    The SL avatar character height categories are:
- Tiny height (0m-1.35m)
- Short height (1m36m-1m75m)
- Medium height (1m76-1m89)
- Tall height (1m90-2m10)
- Very tall height (2m11-2m25)
- Gigantic height (2m26+)











The survey was created and is hosted at surveyplanet.com:
    https://s.surveyplanet.com/oANLJX9Im
The study’s current overview doc, dataset, and datareport files are hosted at:
    URL

The purpose of the study is to collect descriptive statistics, primarily average heights, for various sample subcategories (primarily the gender and height categories). Conducting correlational research is not within the scope of this study, but the data is available for others to do this.

The study uses an opportunity volunteer sampling method to recruit participants who then complete the quick survey. No RL information is collected, the study is completely anonymous. The survey is advertised primarily in Second Life group notices and chat feeds, but is also advertised on the SL web forum:
    URL

The data is exported from surveyplanet.com (into an ‘rawdata’ Microsoft Excel file); then key data are extracted and analysed in another ‘dataset’ Excel file (SL Study 1 study dataset currentReleaseDate), using pivot tables and cell calculations to populate statistic tables and charts. Then the data is summarized in a pdf ‘datareport’ file ‘SL Study 1 study data report (updated currentReleaseDate)’ and periodically uploaded to figshare.com:
    URL



Questions asked in study

Question 1: What is your avatar’s primary (or sole) gender identity?

(Answer choices:)
- Female
- Male
- Other Non-binary (including gender neutral and gender-fluid)
---

Question 2: Do you look human / humanoid?
(Including any ‘bipedal’, ‘android’, ‘skinjob cylon’, ‘anthro/furry’ avatars etc?)
(Technically speaking, does your avatar use a humanoid shape, regardless of height, with a non-deformed skeletal bone structure?)

(Answer choices:)
- Yes
- No
(If participant answers no then the survey is complete for them)
---

Question 3: How would you describe your avatar’s perceived age category? (If someone looked at you, what age would they estimate that you look?)

(Answer choices:)
- Child (aged 0-12)
- Teen (aged 13-19)
- Young adult (aged 20-39)
- Mature adult (aged 40-61)
- Senior adult (aged 62+)
---

Question 4: If your appearance is mostly human (or humanoid), how would you describe your bodytype?

(Answer choices:)
- Lean/Thin (Ectomorph)
- Muscular/Curvy (Mesomorph)
- Tubby/Plump (Endomrph*) *This a typo in the study, the intended word being ‘Endomorph’
---

Question 5: If your appearance is mostly human (or humanoid), in which height category you place your usual avatar height?
(In the next question you will type in your exact height, so please choose the appropriate height category!)
(Right-click and visit the following webpage to convert from inches to centimetres: https://www.rapidtables.com/convert/length/inch-to-cm.html )

(Answer choices:)
- Tiny height (0m-1.35m)
- Short height (1m36m-1m75m)
- Medium height (1m76-1m89)
- Tall height (1m90-2m10)
- Very tall height (2m11-2m25)
- Gigantic height (2m26+)
---
Question 6: What exactly is your preferred avatar height (in centimetres)?
(Please your height into the box labelled ‘Value’, eg: if 1m25, type 125.)
      Reminder: Height categories are:
  - Tiny height (0m-1.35m)
  - Short height (1m36m-1m75m)
  - Medium height (1m76-1m89)
  - Tall height (1m90-2m10)
  - Very tall height (2m11-2m25)
  - Gigantic height (2m26+)
(Right-click and visit the following webpage to convert from inches to centimetres: https://www.rapidtables.com/convert/length/inch-to-cm.html )

(Answer box:)
   

