Methods
Plant assays
Nodulation assays were carried out with peas (Pisum sativum cv. Trapper) as the host legumes. Seeds were surface sterilized, germinated and planted as described previously [1]. Peas were inoculated with 500 µL of Rlv culture (O.D ~1) at the time of planting on vermiculite substrate.  Nodules were harvested 5 weeks after planting. 
Microscopy 
To observe the morphology of bacteroids at high resolution they were imaged by AFM.  Samples were prepared by crushing clean nodules onto PLL-coated coverslips between two clean, glass slides.  After 5 min RT incubation, nodule debris was removed by a gentle rinse with buffer and coverslips were prepared as for the other samples (refer to Materials and methods).
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