Plain Language Statement
Introduction

Thank you for your interest in participating in this research project. The following few pages will
provide further information about the project to you. Then, you can decide if you would like to
participate in this research. Please take the time to read this information carefully. More
information about this survey could be requested via email if you needed.

Your participation is voluntary. If you begin participating, you can also stop the survey at any
time without consequences, and your survey response will be automatically deleted in one week
after your last activity.

What is this research about?

This research aims to study the practices and experiences of software engineers on the
importance, quality, and impact of the changes in the information that is recorded in the
documentation on effort estimation (i.e., the process that a software development team predicts
effort required to complete a working task).

What will | be asked to do?

You will be asked to answer survey questions regarding the topic of effort estimation and
documentation in the software development process. The survey questions are divided into four
sections, i.e., importance and quality of documentation in effort estimation, the impact of
information changes on effort estimation, effort estimation, and background. Your survey
responses will be recorded in the system after you finished the last page of the survey.

What are the possible benefits?

The expected benefit of this research will be a recommendation for a software development
team to improve effort estimation and documentation for better project planning. It will also
benefit software engineering research by pointing out the relationship between effort estimation
and documentation, which will be a new research area to improve software project
management.

What if I no longer want to participate?

Participation is completely voluntary. You are free to withdraw at any stage during the survey
without any consequence. In such a case, your survey responses will yet be recorded and will
be automatically deleted in one week after your last activity. However, once you finish the last
page of the survey, the response will be kept anonymously and cannot be deleted.



Will | hear about the results of this project?

If you are interested in the results of this project, you can leave us your email address at the end
of the survey. Then, the findings will be made available to you once the results have been
analyzed and finalized in a peer-reviewed publication.

What will happen to information about me?

We have taken all possible steps to protect your anonymity and the confidentiality of you and
your response. Your contact details and other information will be kept in a separate,
password-protected computer file separated from your survey response. In any published work
(such as an academic article), you will be referred to as ‘respondent’. We will not refer to any of
your personal information that might allow someone to guess your identity. The data you
provided will be kept confidential for five years from the date of publication before being
destroyed. During that time, it will be stored securely in [Authors’ institution].

Where can | get further information?

If you would like more information about the project, please contact the researchers;

[Authors’ contact]

Who can | contact if | have any concerns about the project?

This research project has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of
[Authors’ institution]. If you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of this research
project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you should contact the
Manager, [Author institution’s contact]. All complaints will be treated confidentially. In any

correspondence please provide the name of the research team or the name or ethics ID number
of the research project.



