
Participant Code Code Age Occupation Education Main Role What means being successful in OSS? Success Code Region

In which 
country do 
you currently 
reside?

What 
option 
describes 
your current 
relationship 
with F/OSS?

Gender

S1 R_10U9cg2uGflDGO9 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Person who is recognized for their work. 
Contributed to one or more widespread 
projects as a key member of it Be recognized by other people Recognition Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S1 R_10U9cg2uGflDGO9 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Person who is recognized for their work. 
Contributed to one or more widespread 
projects as a key member of it

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S2 R_124MSAFDT72yuDH 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Contributing to many or influential FOSS 
tools/organizations, adding or changing 
major features, organizing the 
community

Be part of a recognized 
community or company Advancement

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S101 R_2P6IsCdeLBPW4O3 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

someone who continually supports a 
project until they are happy with how the 
project evolved

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Mexico

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S3 R_1C4rQPx758KRX9W 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

Someone who publishes and maintains 
software that is useful for a lot a lot of 
people and/or the user community (if 
somewhat specialized e.g. research 
software)
 and managed to create an open and 
inclusive community that likes to 
contribute if possible.

Be able to increase the 
community's inclusiveness Cooperation Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S3 R_1C4rQPx758KRX9W 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

Someone who publishes and maintains 
software that is useful for a lot a lot of 
people and/or the user community (if 
somewhat specialized e.g. research 
software)
 and managed to create an open and 
inclusive community that likes to 
contribute if possible. Outreach Perceived Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S102 R_2pJZqGDosgVrNTz 45 to 54 Ph.D. Non-Coder Known for the quality of its contributions
Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution France

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S4 R_1Cjb7on7BA1Mebm 24 or less Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone knowing how to submit clear 
pull requests and/or open issues being 
described pretty well. Also being able to 
communicate with the community is a 
needed skill. Learn new skills Self-Development Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S99 R_2EcnE5QEDvZlVwI 55 to 64 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Someone who writes software that is 
used by others. Outreach Perceived Contribution Canada

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S109 R_2U9MK7efs02kUjk 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder Number of star/forks, cited papers Be recognized by other people Recognition Australia
Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S6 R_1FafOtiXthVhts5 25 to 34 Student
No formal 
education Coder

Well known, wide spectrum of 
contributions, good quality code / 
documentation / contributions, good at 
motivating people Be recognized by other people Recognition

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S104 R_2Qh7Rb64v7oFmNL 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Contributes to in any way (code, bug 
reports, translations, organization of 
groups or events, user support, ...)

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Not_Informed

S6 R_1FafOtiXthVhts5 25 to 34 Student
No formal 
education Coder

Well known, wide spectrum of 
contributions, good quality code / 
documentation / contributions, good at 
motivating people Mentor and develop the team Cooperation

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S105 R_2QhoUIUneWOX0Lj 55 to 64 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder

Someone who is able to understand a 
FOSS community and make a 
contribution of any sort to that 
community.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman



S132 R_3e3rWRCQxcbErgq 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder

One that is able to participate in the 
community in any form (i.e., not limited 
to only writing code). Sense of belonging Satisfaction

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S8 R_1juLBh4Cf0t84L6 24 or less Student
Master's 
degree Coder

Successful F/OSS developers tend to 
contribute deeply to large, heavily-used 
projects (e.g. a core Ubuntu maintainer). 
I mostly work on small academic projects, 
which I feel is peripheral to the greater 
F/OSS community.

Be part of a recognized 
community or company Advancement

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S8 R_1juLBh4Cf0t84L6 24 or less Student
Master's 
degree Coder

Successful F/OSS developers tend to 
contribute deeply to large, heavily-used 
projects (e.g. a core Ubuntu maintainer). 
I mostly work on small academic projects, 
which I feel is peripheral to the greater 
F/OSS community.

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S9 R_1Nx10XmTsHLj6dG Non-Coder

That helps in a project (independent of 
the size of the change, importance, etc) 
and feels good about it.

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development Not_Informed

S9 R_1Nx10XmTsHLj6dG Non-Coder

That helps in a project (independent of 
the size of the change, importance, etc) 
and feels good about it. Be happy Satisfaction Not_Informed



S10 R_1Qfk6wDK52WZM5X 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Famous. Creator of a well known project. 
The project has to be useful for many 
others. Be recognized by other people Recognition France

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S10 R_1Qfk6wDK52WZM5X 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Famous. Creator of a well known project. 
The project has to be useful for many 
others. Outreach Perceived Contribution France

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S108 R_2TOcTIVhnGmimVR 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder Contribute a lot of F/OSS projects

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

Paid 
Contributor Man

S11 R_1QKiADgYBggmrbl 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who is able to regularly 
contribute to open source while is able to 
make a living doing so. Living from OSS Security

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S11 R_1QKiADgYBggmrbl 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who is able to regularly 
contribute to open source while is able to 
make a living doing so.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man



S12 R_21HfB6dZjANzcio 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder

Contribute significantly toward high-
quality software that's actually used and 
make a difference, not merely vanity 
projects. Outreach Perceived Contribution Canada

Paid 
Contributor Man

S13 R_22AeqtRkhDS9j7w 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A core developers in popular a OSS 
project (stars &gt; 100)

Be part of a recognized 
community or company Advancement China

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S13 R_22AeqtRkhDS9j7w 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A core developers in popular a OSS 
project (stars &gt; 100)

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development China

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S14 R_22F8RZHM6P3KNu1 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Hum, I would say when even one person 
use your software you are kind of 
successful. However, i think we should 
also integrate the idea of having some 
compensasion for the work done Living from OSS Security

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S14 R_22F8RZHM6P3KNu1 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Hum, I would say when even one person 
use your software you are kind of 
successful. However, i think we should 
also integrate the idea of having some 
compensasion for the work done Outreach Perceived Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S15 R_27VflonCIkbi8dQ 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

It's hard to define. In some way I think 
you are successful person if you 
mastered to development cycle of the 
project and is able to contribute, or at 
least tweak the project as you want. On 
the other hand, I think impact to the 
community also plays an important role 
on success and it doens't relate to the 
technical side of the work.

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S15 R_27VflonCIkbi8dQ 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

It's hard to define. In some way I think 
you are successful person if you 
mastered to development cycle of the 
project and is able to contribute, or at 
least tweak the project as you want. On 
the other hand, I think impact to the 
community also plays an important role 
on success and it doens't relate to the 
technical side of the work. Outreach Perceived Contribution Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S110 R_2uBxKEApHLolXmK 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Coder

A person with consistent and high impact 
contributions to protects (whether or not 
the projects are popular or widely used).

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S113 R_2v5NtJM9IwXMBjz 25 to 34 Professional High school Coder

Anyone who contributes back to FOSS, 
and encourages others to use FOSS as 
much as possible.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Not_Informed

S17 R_2PaHTK9DNbtiL3B
Prefer not to 
say Professional

Undergradua
te degree Coder Contribution and satsfaction Be happy Satisfaction

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Not_Informed



S114 R_2VamBChW2hxcB0A Non-Coder
Contributing actively everyday, 
advocating for it

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Not_Informed

S18 R_2SpHXWh63zu85UI 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

A person maitaining a project that's used 
by the community

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S18 R_2SpHXWh63zu85UI 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

A person maitaining a project that's used 
by the community Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S178 R_shxWm7UVj35H3vb 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Since my projects are actually used by 
the community, Outreach Perceived Contribution Canada

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S131 R_3Dqm45wy0OPo9bA 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Your code is useful to / gets used by 
others. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S92 R_2CDGaCW9xKs8Dn1 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Someone whose work is used/improved 
by others. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S52 R_1GVLZckbFXHOklQ 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who is able to learn from, or 
contribute to foss at their own whim. Learn new skills Self-Development

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S21 R_2UXZGaoyL3wDK7t 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who's work is appreciated 
enough so that he gets enough donations 
so that it is sustainable for him to focus 
solely on OSS. People that create 
languages or provide tooling seem to be 
of that kind most of the time Be recognized by other people Recognition Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S21 R_2UXZGaoyL3wDK7t 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who's work is appreciated 
enough so that he gets enough donations 
so that it is sustainable for him to focus 
solely on OSS. People that create 
languages or provide tooling seem to be 
of that kind most of the time Living from OSS Security Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S22 R_2UYk4VZCatxP6e4 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

As a creator/dev of critical software that 
is used worldwide or as a person that 
teaches how to use such pieces of 
software to specialized and broader 
audiences. Mentor and develop the team Cooperation Italy

Paid 
Contributor Man



S22 R_2UYk4VZCatxP6e4 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

As a creator/dev of critical software that 
is used worldwide or as a person that 
teaches how to use such pieces of 
software to specialized and broader 
audiences. Outreach Perceived Contribution Italy

Paid 
Contributor Man

S89 R_2aX0vNISeAwJQb0 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who is widely known for 
his/her contributions and code quality. Be recognized by other people Recognition Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S145 R_3MzpfDN6SQ0UMAE 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Mostly, level of use; but also quality, 
utility, reputation. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S24 R_2zkjcWGzdIoNNMQ 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder paid, recognised and opinion/tech leader Be recognized by other people Recognition
United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S24 R_2zkjcWGzdIoNNMQ 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder paid, recognised and opinion/tech leader Living from OSS Security
United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man



S118 R_2wFayOCnAobONFi 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone that makes key contributions to 
a project

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S25 R_31ivyHJmHYb7kBs 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

I think that real success in FOSS is finding 
a way to sustainably contribute. It's easy 
to get into a situation where you give 
more time and energy to projects for 
free, and you never get support for doing 
so. In the long run, this tends to burn 
people out and leave projects orphaned. 
Finding a way to support your FOSS 
efforts is critical to the long term success 
of the ecosystem. I think that this 
support can take many forms, but at 
some level it needs to be financial. 
Significant FOSS contributors still need to 
be able to support themselves and their 
families.

Living from OSS Security
United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S12 R_21HfB6dZjANzcio 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder

Contribute significantly toward high-
quality software that's actually used and 
make a difference, not merely vanity 
projects.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Canada

Paid 
Contributor Man

S26 R_31N2f72eGPeFOb9 24 or less Student High school Coder
Someone that make many projects 
continually and make money to live well Living from OSS Security Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S27 R_3Hzv2UXhuvMiwe9 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A person that knows _what_ to open 
source, maintains their software and can 
articulate in a civil manner (design) 
decisions in their software.

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S27 R_3Hzv2UXhuvMiwe9 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A person that knows _what_ to open 
source, maintains their software and can 
articulate in a civil manner (design) 
decisions in their software.

Influence decisions about the 
product roadmap Advancement Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S28 R_3PM4XfdZqswLaIx 24 or less Student
No formal 
education Coder

Someone that is contract/is constantly 
active in the development of FOSS 
projects and has some recognition. Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S127 R_32Qic3tOWeOUspx 45 to 54 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder Regular contributor

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

Paid 
Contributor Man

S16 R_296WrKvnydnmDtm 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

large project with many users, name 
recognition, conference invites/talks Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Not_Informed

S16 R_296WrKvnydnmDtm 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

large project with many users, name 
recognition, conference invites/talks Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Not_Informed



S130 R_3dNaMg5pKvtJdoz 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

HAS MADE ANY CONTRIBUTION, NO 
MATTER HOW SMALL

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Paid 
Contributor Man

S30 R_3qOp5V7GyFykw9t 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who have an important 
contribution and community know 
him/her. Be recognized by other people Recognition Brazil

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S143 R_3IVwFw5D4px2n73 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Contribui ativamente em diferentes 
projetos F/OSS

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S137 R_3gXwz2GzTUsY4wh 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Making a difference, maybe earning your 
income directly or indirectly from doing 
that Living from OSS Security Netherlands

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S153 R_3s0xiBuQMSsqwhi 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Non-Coder

someone who can find, use, and maybe 
modify free software to meet their needs

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S146 R_3nkH9G0uUZDSeDe 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder

someone who participates in a 
community and contributes (code, docs, 
ideas, feedback) to the project

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S32 R_8p1NCM9G5W6Y1J7 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Coder

Someone who has contributed 
something major, and continues to 
maintain it, and foster a community 
around it.

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Sweden

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S33 R_enXnlBSsOuCDqJX 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

core dev on large project, relatively well 
known in my niche, get paid to work on 
F/OSS

Be part of a recognized 
community or company Advancement

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Woman

S33 R_enXnlBSsOuCDqJX 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

core dev on large project, relatively well 
known in my niche, get paid to work on 
F/OSS

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Woman

S33 R_enXnlBSsOuCDqJX 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

core dev on large project, relatively well 
known in my niche, get paid to work on 
F/OSS Living from OSS Security

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Woman



S34 R_eo1LaXiwecZRm3T 24 or less Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Experienced and regular contributor to 
any FOSS project.

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S147 R_3NX9FXzHjDjWPt8 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

- contributor to several open source 
projects

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution France

Paid 
Contributor Man

S136 R_3FKEFe4Sn2xGQBs 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

I would measure it by impact: how many 
people have used the OSS code, how 
much value has it been used to create Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S36 R_reXgqTmx383cAIF 35 to 44 Professional High school Coder
Code deployed in major projects. Own 
OSS is used by others.

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S37 R_reXgqTmx383cAIF 35 to 44 Professional High school Coder
Code deployed in major projects. Own 
OSS is used by others. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S37 R_tPRERPMhpNkYnNT 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder

A successuf person should in OSS should:
 - be recognized by the community for 
the work done
 - be involved in the project roadmap
 - be a project mantainer
 - support others to work in the project 
(e.g., mentoring, onboarding)
 - evangelize the project (e.g., talks, 
workshops and similar events) Be recognized by other people Recognition Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S37 R_tPRERPMhpNkYnNT 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder

A successuf person should in OSS should:
 - be recognized by the community for 
the work done
 - be involved in the project roadmap
 - be a project mantainer
 - support others to work in the project 
(e.g., mentoring, onboarding)
 - evangelize the project (e.g., talks, 
workshops and similar events)

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S37 R_tPRERPMhpNkYnNT 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder

A successuf person should in OSS should:
 - be recognized by the community for 
the work done
 - be involved in the project roadmap
 - be a project mantainer
 - support others to work in the project 
(e.g., mentoring, onboarding)
 - evangelize the project (e.g., talks, 
workshops and similar events)

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S37 R_tPRERPMhpNkYnNT 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder

A successuf person should in OSS should:
 - be recognized by the community for 
the work done
 - be involved in the project roadmap
 - be a project mantainer
 - support others to work in the project 
(e.g., mentoring, onboarding)
 - evangelize the project (e.g., talks, 
workshops and similar events)

Influence decisions about the 
product roadmap Advancement Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S37 R_tPRERPMhpNkYnNT 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder

A successuf person should in OSS should:
 - be recognized by the community for 
the work done
 - be involved in the project roadmap
 - be a project mantainer
 - support others to work in the project 
(e.g., mentoring, onboarding)
 - evangelize the project (e.g., talks, 
workshops and similar events) Mentor and develop the team Cooperation Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man



S148 R_3O014Hp31YsBzfs 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Pull requests merged. Contributions 
valued.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S38 R_XoVOELv7mF0M1cB 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who has contributed a 
significant number of commits to open 
source projects and has made a 
noticeable impact to the other 
developers/users. Outreach Perceived Contribution Canada

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S55 R_1lizxQbFgZeaqVh 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder
I have an impact through my open source 
contributions. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S141 R_3iORjJp1SCA9ru9 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

I am paid to write OSS code full-time, talk 
about OSS projects, chair projects, etc. Living from OSS Security

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Woman

S150 R_3ptFyxRySZmWwQT 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

Has written a lot of important, 
foundational free software code. It has 
nothing to do with blogs or GitHub stars

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution New Zealand

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S42 R_126jXoEcc88f4MV 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Making contributions that other users of 
FOSS would find useful or improve their 
experience Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S116 R_2WCFD4mSonKUfCE 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

Success has to be felt by the contributor. 
The fact that someone has thanked me 
for my code probably means more to me 
than anything else. Deeply personal. Be happy Satisfaction Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S158 R_9NU6LtZtSQVU3NT 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder Nearly all my pull requests get accepted

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S160 R_DDiCce0beVWVjCV 24 or less Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

One who makes or has made useful 
contributions to F/OSS

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S161 R_Dl5h8fCPbhXameR 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Lors of accepted contributions, however 
small, in Los of projects

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S23 R_2v95BUUOD3ANCv9 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Non-Coder

Someone who contributes code and non-
code, and makes the community a more 
welcoming and inclusive place

Be able to increase the 
community's inclusiveness Cooperation

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Non-binary

S48 R_1ewVVeBVcXTb3u6 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Having substantial improved the 
experience of using software I've 
contributed to or published, for some 
vaguely large number of people, Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S49 R_1Fnd7IVniJTZXM9 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Non-Coder Helps others by making the difference

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Mexico

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S50 R_1gpXg89nD9O2XOZ 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

I would define a successful person in 
F/OSS as someone who can financially 
support themselves either fully or 
significantly by developing open source 
software. Living from OSS Security

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S51 R_1GV8pIjzUKNxZ9E 35 to 44 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

People that are able to commit to 
projects

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S163 R_O3VwHiX4kcQ5Glr 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

Being able and contributing to other 
projects and have others contribute to 
your projects.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S164 R_OjK1GK4XquKyDMB 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder Has contributed to F/OSS in any way

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S54 R_1jiHav84x75GZMm 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who has published a project a 
single other person has used, forked, or 
been inspired by, or someone who has 
helped another person do so. Outreach Perceived Contribution Egypt

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S165 R_Ov95Di3VhqrhEWt 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder
actively contributing, and participating as 
a distributed leader.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S167 R_PAodDubDzPqrWN3 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder
Someone who has made at least one very 
significant contribution

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S17 R_2PaHTK9DNbtiL3B
Prefer not to 
say Professional

Undergradua
te degree Coder Contribution and satsfaction

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Not_Informed

S58 R_1mKqjDBMc88LSks 35 to 44 Professional High school Coder
100+ stars on your own repository in 
Github? :D Be recognized by other people Recognition Latvia

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S171 R_rcCNICrnAXYQtvX 24 or less Student High school Coder

Contributes something positive which 
helps others or can effectivly be used by 
other.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S60 R_1mUjNCDXe7xQGjU 35 to 44 Professional High school Coder
Credible, maintains useful/widely used 
projects, kind. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S174 R_Ry47cdt8y70PeWB 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Coder

Anyone who has contributed code, 
documentation, actionable bug reports 
or feature requests, or community 
resources to a F/OSS project

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S175 R_Ry5g3dxPMkNlnQl 24 or less Student High school Coder

Someone who has made a large amount 
of contributions to/created many repos, 
especially successful projects.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S63 R_1NsolVx52vyXEJb 55 to 64 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A person who can make a living working 
with F/OSS Living from OSS Security Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S64 R_1nTpvuWQdM0NNDs 24 or less Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone that can earn money from a 
foss project Living from OSS Security

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S65 R_1oBBqhrFEK7AZjh 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

Someone whose OSS is used by others 
that they don't know personally Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S111 R_2uEfl7uECNpxI8e 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Coder

Hard to say, I assume someone who's 
software is used by many people. But on 
the other hand it could also be a person 
developing a small tool for a select 
number of happy users in a field that 
"really matters" (e.g. open source 
healthcare system or disaster recovery 
tool that helps many people) Outreach Perceived Contribution

Russian 
Federation

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S176 R_s7inDadrKZBoE3D 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder Large contribution

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S168 R_PNlfvF7F1V59fTX 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

Someone who is easily recognizable from 
his/her contributions to the community 
and companies Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S69 R_1pJWlrkNfnvXDuS 45 to 54 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Manages to survive more than ten years 
without burning out Be happy Satisfaction Canada

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S70 R_1PSsS2NF0zB1pZk 24 or less Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

with more than a 100 active users using 
the software monthly Outreach Perceived Contribution India

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S71 R_1q1CIZ4SUXK4EmF 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who can positivity impact a 
wide group of developers through the 
tools they create Outreach Perceived Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S72 R_1rohp6owJ2xDAUG 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Non-Coder

Linux Torvalds and Richard Stallman for 
creating Linux, Git and GNU, FSF.
 
 The more people are using your software 
and enjoy doing it, the more successful 
person you are in FOSS and they were 
just great. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S185 R_usLRWxBp4kouBu9 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder Big project used worldwide Outreach Perceived Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S74 R_1rv3cPinFF0p2xY 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

His/Her effort is recognized by the 
community Be recognized by other people Recognition Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S75 R_203biiOL4wQlngt 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who has contributed to some 
project that has been really useful to 
others. Outreach Perceived Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S180 R_SQ20pDq2ZAZ0bvP 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder Contributions to important projects

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S77 R_216qhMbXTd0Myc6 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Somone who has led a project to success 
or dominance in its niche

Achieve a top level in a 
community or company 
hierarchy Advancement

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S78 R_22AnVEiIoT0upNj 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone well-known in the community 
who does a core job Be recognized by other people Recognition Ireland

Paid 
Contributor Woman

S181 R_sXcdFx293Szn4Xv 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Being an active and useful participant in a 
community of one or more F/OSS 
projects.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Not_Informed

S183 R_UoUEBdq5UhNGJnb 24 or less Student High school Coder Quantity and quality of contributions
Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Indonesia

Paid 
Contributor Woman

S81 R_242DuKhfCY8G4CC 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

The more people use our own software, 
the more successful person I am in 
F/OSS. Outreach Perceived Contribution

Iran, Islamic 
Republic of...

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S82 R_25BlVrYpQmehLmU 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who is sharing his knowledge 
and experience.

Create new knowledge and 
implement ideas Creativity France

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S184 R_URpyIRfmIMm7ZCx 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder

Someone who frequently and actively 
participates in the full pipeline of 
developing, reviewing, and supporting 
F/OSS software.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S172 R_RCvDRuWYmEUdanv 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who has made their fortune 
with open source software Living from OSS Security Germany

Paid 
Contributor Man

S186 R_V3bSmopixiCmq9H 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder

Someone who is able to contribute to 
F/OSS with code. Although other 
contributions are valuable too, 
contributing to a large F/OSS project with 
your code is an evidence that you have 
the required skills.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Spain

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S2 R_124MSAFDT72yuDH 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Contributing to many or influential FOSS 
tools/organizations, adding or changing 
major features, organizing the 
community

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S151 R_3qUuJzxVNt3mFJW Over 64 Professional
No formal 
education Non-Coder look at me I am Orange Tweet Man

Be part of a recognized 
community or company Advancement

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S88 R_2ahIP81B4RXietC 24 or less Student High school Coder

Who's working on a project which is 
being used by other people and is getting 
contribution from others too. The project 
structure and management is good to go 
for new contributors. Outreach Perceived Contribution India

Paid 
Contributor Man

S5 R_1EX8D6bigRnO93S 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder
Someone that contributes to the 
community and is recognized for it. Be recognized by other people Recognition Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S90 R_2bQu8NXLUtrfi0d 24 or less Student High school Coder

Someone who has gained enough 
reputation within a moderately 
significant software so they would be 
considered as important in that 
software's development and not just a 
contributor Be recognized by other people Recognition

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S91 R_2bUGISYBOynfTPI 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Works on projects where they don't 
personally know at least one of the 
contributors, or don't know at least one 
of the users.

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S20 R_2tyxZI2ijR7JqZr 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Large volume of/high quality 
contributions or well known

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S23 R_2v95BUUOD3ANCv9 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Non-Coder

Someone who contributes code and non-
code, and makes the community a more 
welcoming and inclusive place

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Non-binary

S94 R_2CwVg4LQzVX0DmR 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

anyone being involved and chiming in to 
enhance systems Sense of belonging Satisfaction Denmark

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S25 R_31ivyHJmHYb7kBs 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

I think that real success in FOSS is finding 
a way to sustainably contribute. It's easy 
to get into a situation where you give 
more time and energy to projects for 
free, and you never get support for doing 
so. In the long run, this tends to burn 
people out and leave projects orphaned. 
Finding a way to support your FOSS 
efforts is critical to the long term success 
of the ecosystem. I think that this 
support can take many forms, but at 
some level it needs to be financial. 
Significant FOSS contributors still need to 
be able to support themselves and their 
families.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S96 R_2dm5OSgx90P6CH6 24 or less Student High school Coder
Someone who creates and fosters a 
community around F/OSS

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Egypt

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S19 R_2TyCsJiUPRi0P1H 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

A person that maintain alive a project 
and collaborate on other ones. If he has a 
team working in his project, he must be 
able to maintain them financially .

Be prepared to serve as a project 
key member Self-Development Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S98 R_2dvg111oegVxpyf 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Probably someone that is well known as 
being (one of the) name(s) behind a 
successful library/application Be recognized by other people Recognition Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S19 R_2TyCsJiUPRi0P1H 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

A person that maintain alive a project 
and collaborate on other ones. If he has a 
team working in his project, he must be 
able to maintain them financially .

Provide opportunities for 
contributors to grow Cooperation Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S100 R_2fGNzBjmtJpiQQ2 24 or less Student High school Coder

It's not an easy thing to define. I'd say 
success can be measured by impact, and 
impact is relative in size depending on 
the area in which you contribute. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S26 R_31N2f72eGPeFOb9 24 or less Student High school Coder
Someone that make many projects 
continually and make money to live well

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S28 R_3PM4XfdZqswLaIx 24 or less Student
No formal 
education Coder

Someone that is contract/is constantly 
active in the development of FOSS 
projects and has some recognition.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S103 R_2PpAXvkDoQJsKDO 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Coder

The people that is able to live from their 
F/OSS projects Living from OSS Security Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S29 R_3qNDM9HRd2xRthk 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Promote OpenSource
 Help new comers to use OpenSource
 Contribute in source code
 Finance OpenSource foundations

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Belgium

Paid 
Contributor Man

S30 R_3qOp5V7GyFykw9t 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who have an important 
contribution and community know 
him/her.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S106 R_2RanIy16gt2QOce 25 to 34 Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who has successfully caused an 
impact on the software they have 
contributed to Outreach Perceived Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S31 R_5bXbjw9ZO1u9izT 45 to 54 Ph.D. Coder
Contributes regularly and the software 
being used and cited

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S32 R_8p1NCM9G5W6Y1J7 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Coder

Someone who has contributed 
something major, and continues to 
maintain it, and foster a community 
around it.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Sweden

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S34 R_eo1LaXiwecZRm3T 24 or less Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Experienced and regular contributor to 
any FOSS project.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S166 R_p0nGg0aTcLcZ3wJ 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who writes a well known and 
we'll used library. Outreach Perceived Contribution Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S35 R_O9DDxwFZNneORmp 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone with a proven track record of 
taking responsibility for delivering sizable 
features or processes related to an open 
source project. 
 
 I think responses to this question might 
end up skewed by the caliber of open 
source contributors a participant has 
rubbed shoulders with. Also the size and 
speed of the project. The kernel is a 
humbling place that is difficult to 
contribute to when compared with a 
project with 20 active contributors.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man



S20 R_2tyxZI2ijR7JqZr 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Large volume of/high quality 
contributions or well known Be recognized by other people Recognition

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S38 R_XoVOELv7mF0M1cB 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who has contributed a 
significant number of commits to open 
source projects and has made a 
noticeable impact to the other 
developers/users.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Canada

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S39 R_10GDLMPZRJx3gQX 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder

Engaged in one or more communities to 
the point of making some type of 
contribution to the project.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S115 R_2VeH4N8yOkCaWQe Non-Coder
maybe how many people they have 
helped in FOSS Outreach Perceived Contribution Germany Not_Informed

S4 R_1Cjb7on7BA1Mebm 24 or less Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone knowing how to submit clear 
pull requests and/or open issues being 
described pretty well. Also being able to 
communicate with the community is a 
needed skill.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S117
R_2WCOMSzKwFHLdc
M 35 to 44 Professional High school Coder Good reputation, well known. Be recognized by other people Recognition Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S57 R_1mJgcppbikhoUbH 55 to 64 Professional Ph.D. Coder A one left their mark on a good project Outreach Perceived Contribution
United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S29 R_3qNDM9HRd2xRthk 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Promote OpenSource
 Help new comers to use OpenSource
 Contribute in source code
 Finance OpenSource foundations

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Belgium

Paid 
Contributor Man

S66 R_1obrQ1osEm8l3bH 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Quality of the produced software. Quality 
of contributed code and discussion. Outreach Perceived Contribution

Russian 
Federation

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S121 R_2YXNGZggGJWCFhN 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Creator of an open source project with a 
lot of user & contributors Outreach Perceived Contribution France

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S97 R_2dnWziBJ23ZLDJ3 25 to 34 Professional Ph.D. Coder

Someone who has contributed enough to 
a project that they are known by the 
other core developers in the project 
community (e.g. "Harald wrote netfilter, 
you should ask him") Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S123 R_30qwGyEzv0waLIF 24 or less Student
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who produces a piece of 
spftware that is useful for others. Outreach Perceived Contribution Denmark

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S124 R_31FZ0krWHuwdEuX 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Who can solve their business problems 
using FLOSS. Makes people's lives easier Perceived Contribution India

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S125 R_31MzfRyHZTFqri5 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Having a popular project used by many 
people. Outreach Perceived Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Paid 
Contributor Man

S41 R_122Powxt2t0iguW 55 to 64 Professional Ph.D. Coder Someone who contributes.
Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man



S43 R_1BUUAOUw1xNmYEz 45 to 54 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Non-Coder

Persono, kiu kontribuis al pluraj projektoj 

aŭ faris ion tre utilan.
Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S128 R_33DZHVNeTa22DTV 24 or less Student
Technical 
training Coder A great community and great product. Outreach Perceived Contribution Portugal

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S29 R_3qNDM9HRd2xRthk 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Promote OpenSource
 Help new comers to use OpenSource
 Contribute in source code
 Finance OpenSource foundations Mentor and develop the team Cooperation Belgium

Paid 
Contributor Man

S44 R_1Cx2s4CkzyZbPSO 24 or less Student High school Coder

One who contributes at all with good will. 
It’s all voluntary, so any contribution that 
does not purposefully hurt its users 
qualifies as a success.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S133 R_3ER6i7DxFkac8XU 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder You have fun contr in the process Be happy Satisfaction Germany
Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S122 R_30jzDT7gHH0qOAi 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Getting other people inspired for the 
concept/idea Outreach Perceived Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S129 R_33vwWfUiO3ssdmT 45 to 54 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

I've had unsolicited job offers from some 
of the most successful sw companies 
based on my OS work

Receive job offers and choose 
next step of own career Self-Development

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Paid 
Contributor Man

S45 R_1DAcoRw7eSKTN9H 24 or less Student High school Coder Contributing
Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S135 R_3fGLC8PpnZ1ylCQ 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A person who does work that is 
appreciated by others, either the user of 
a project or maintainer(s) of a project Be recognized by other people Recognition France

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S40 R_10JF7T3IASLVJPw 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

For me being successful in open source 
was becoming a recognized resource in 
the community. I am someone people 
ask for advice and come to for code 
reviews. I have made lasting impact on 
the projects I contribute to. Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man



S112 R_2Uf6jeJkUYwhzp4 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

A person that takes part in discussions, 
help others to understand what that 
software does and actively participate by 
working on the project and getting 
people's attention to it Sense of belonging Satisfaction Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S138 R_3hinzTLdxNQKGNI 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

The software I've contributed is used 
extensively in multiple industries Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S119 R_2wubEbWpXzjOyPr 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Non-Coder

Motivate and create a following and 
eventually a highly adopted OSS 
technology

Create new knowledge and 
implement ideas Creativity

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S140 R_3iKITZT0oUFBmH9 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Coder

People request their opinions and 
contributions Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S46 R_1DtGR68EUJG0QEm Non-Coder
Large number of contributions to major 
project

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Not_Informed



S142 R_3IRJ6Oku9gkoaTX 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder Reputation Be recognized by other people Recognition South Africa

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S47 R_1DVi41BWpdj3XZb 55 to 64 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Makes a difference for people through 
their contribution to project(s)

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S144 R_3MxGEafqNYracn7 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Gets a (nice) pay from it, without too 
much social pressure from the 
community, and gets the change to be 
part of a group and gets recognition from 
that group. Living from OSS Security Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S144 R_3MxGEafqNYracn7 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Gets a (nice) pay from it, without too 
much social pressure from the 
community, and gets the change to be 
part of a group and gets recognition from 
that group. Sense of belonging Satisfaction Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S134 R_3fer8jrwmNfz0cb 35 to 44 Professional High school Non-Coder
Self sufficient, given time is able to debug 
and extend the body of software

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Self-Development

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S107 R_2sY0ZpZOEEJnFSN
Prefer not to 
say Professional

Master's 
degree Non-Coder

I don't have a definition for that. If having 
your name known is what some consider 
successful, I think I don't meet that 
definition. Be recognized by other people Recognition

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S73 R_1rrDfULZcCZW7cZ 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who builds a community, 
mentors people, encourages them, and 
grounds themself in empathy and the 
reality of humans and cultural needs. Mentor and develop the team Cooperation Australia

Paid 
Contributor Not_Informed

S126 R_31TqRO6nfg58bug 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Someone satisfied with their contribution 
to a project Be happy Satisfaction Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S149 R_3p5vsJxZgpmC6wK
Prefer not to 
say Professional

Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who can build a healthy, 
sustainable community that will ensure 
their creations long outlive the lifetime of 
the creator

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Italy

Unpaid 
Contributor Non-binary

S5 R_1EX8D6bigRnO93S 45 to 54 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder
Someone that contributes to the 
community and is recognized for it.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S84 R_27TECVvj8mQsijF 45 to 54 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Early career - solving problems that 
nobody else is bold enough to solve. mid 
career - thought leaker in open source. Makes people's lives easier Perceived Contribution

Paid 
Contributor Man

S152 R_3RswawvLYt6yWbT 45 to 54 Professional High school Coder
One who can live from what others agree 
to pay for his/her services. Living from OSS Security Estonia

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S53 R_1j8qofTjEMzj5p9 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Has some contributions to other people's 
projects or has had other people 
contribute in theirs

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Finland

Paid 
Contributor Man

S154 R_3WNQMbbjjmulTbP 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Driving a FOSS project that is used by 
many others Outreach Perceived Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S155 R_4Gf2y2NB3Xqb94J 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder It has lot of positive impact Outreach Perceived Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S156 R_6PgakaqXcUXBOnf 55 to 64 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone whose contributions have had 
significant impact on a significant portion 
of the industry/practice Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S157 R_9EmwohNU2ctJyal 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder made meaningful contributions Outreach Perceived Contribution Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S56 R_1LtD1XlJAqans3r 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Everyone contributing, even if it's only 1 
line of code, is a successful person in OSS

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S159 R_CjiBiwUjEWICzxn 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

contributions and advise are being 
appreciated; to be taken serious by other 
F/OSS devs. Be recognized by other people Recognition India

Paid 
Contributor Man

S59 R_1mml7HHtYOREZxm 24 or less Student High school Coder

Make contributions that are being used 
by others. Usually that's visible when you 
get some pull requests.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S6 R_1FafOtiXthVhts5 25 to 34 Student
No formal 
education Coder

Well known, wide spectrum of 
contributions, good quality code / 
documentation / contributions, good at 
motivating people

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United 
Kingdom of 
Great Britain 
and Northern 
Ireland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S162 R_NUrmH5cDehx8Qgh 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Personally independet from closed 
source, Believing in the idea of 
OpenSouce Sense of belonging Satisfaction Germany

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Woman

S61 R_1n3eBmF8vfUVEdD 24 or less Student High school Coder

Everyone is a successful person in their 
own eyes, for me, it's being able to sit 
back and write code.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Indonesia

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S62 R_1NEXcsczso964Bj 24 or less Student High school Non-Coder

One who manages to contribute to a 
project in a helpful way, may it be a small 
addition/improvement

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Italy

Paid 
Contributor Man

S179 R_sj3IjnLS7dsCaeR 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

A person widely respected by the 
community Be recognized by other people Recognition Greece

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S7 R_1JD9rjMK8s5uUWJ 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder

Creating impact for others, by having 
students improve their skills, by faciliting 
the research of others Outreach Perceived Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S67 R_1oInY9wVHEVOOxR 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Issues taken seriously, pull requests 
merged, opinion counts.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Paid 
Contributor Man

S7 R_1JD9rjMK8s5uUWJ 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Non-Coder

Creating impact for others, by having 
students improve their skills, by faciliting 
the research of others

Provide opportunities for 
contributors to grow Cooperation Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S169 R_PNTiYBMDQ6nr3kR 24 or less Student
Undergradua
te degree Coder

When the software solves and helps real 
world problems Makes people's lives easier Perceived Contribution India

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S170 R_PtkjA8McjqbHdL3 24 or less Student High school Coder

Have wrote code that is used by other 
people. More people using = more 
sucess. More people contributing = even 
more success. Outreach Perceived Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S68 R_1PbooNm87YxmHdb 25 to 34 Professional Coder

A developer who manages to spend time 
on the project often, is deeply 
knowledgeable about the system and 
made significant contributions in the 
community and to the project

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Switzerland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S76 R_20Y8RbJPqYSpJ4s 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Non-Coder History of various kinds of contributing

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Australia

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S173 R_rjWjBGViCRu7vLb 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

I'm not sure how to see someone is 
successful. It can be because he/she can 
live from sponsorship or get a lot of 
credits. But that doesn't mean it is a good 
fit. So I don't know yet what is a 
successful F/OSS person. Living from OSS Security Netherlands

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S120 R_2xLEDaQIXExcfzt 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder Being satisfied in doing F/OSS Be happy Satisfaction Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S79 R_22Jox7lY42SsWA9 25 to 34 Student
Master's 
degree Coder

A person that contribute to many 
projects with quality

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S80 R_23ZZQkMNNvCVMEO 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

I use it, and sometimes contribute. What 
more is there?

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Man

S177 R_scZ8EgClKx8GEnL 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

I never looked at successful people, but 
at successful communities. I am not sure 
what a successful person would be. 
Successful communities are the ones that 
learn how to delegate (instead of 
concentrate) work loads to be able to 
handle contributions as they come. 
Sometimes, it is not simple to find a 
balance between delegating work and 
giving access to the project resources to 
the contributors. Mentor and develop the team Cooperation Denmark

Paid 
Contributor Man

S139 R_3HoIa8qr2J4OCOZ 55 to 64 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Non-Coder

Recognition and ascendency into the 
Meritocracy. Effecting cultural change for 
the better. Be recognized by other people Recognition Ireland

Parcially 
Paid 
Contributor Woman

S83 R_25XvkJ5XIG8gPnx 35 to 44 Professional High school Non-Coder
I'm a small contributor and I recommend 
use open source software

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S85 R_27U6pvAgLnUCoTM Over 64 Professional Ph.D. Coder Contribute daily.
Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S86 R_296vfMwd7JHMoc6 25 to 34 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

a person who manages to maintain a 
contribution routine and makes or has 
already made relevant contributions to a 
project

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution

Unpaid 
Contributor Woman

S182 R_ThIwvAZi7VTFOwx 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Authors of systems with relative big user 
set, which allows them to set standards 
in some area Outreach Perceived Contribution Ukraine

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S87 R_29smQbKfVMcKDHB 45 to 54 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

Someone who doesn't have to 
continually fight for their code to be 
included, for accessibility to be 
considered in projects.

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution Canada

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S31 R_5bXbjw9ZO1u9izT 45 to 54 Ph.D. Coder
Contributes regularly and the software 
being used and cited Outreach Perceived Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S93 R_2CsmMeupvZqcGJw 25 to 34 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who knows how and where to 
contribute and is not lost

Be able to contribute in any size 
or type of OSS projects Factual Contribution

United States 
of America

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S95 R_2dgT3vo0UtbIvF8 24 or less Student High school Coder
Someone who successfully improves the 
quality of F/OSS in any way

Bring contributions to an OSS 
project Factual Contribution India

Paid 
Contributor Woman

S187 R_WrqKuPvvcZGBh7z 35 to 44 Professional
Master's 
degree Coder

People use the software I write as open 
source. Outreach Perceived Contribution Poland

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S188 R_Wvd9ZCrNDMST0mR 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

followers, contributors, and published 
packages used by million users daily, in 
production. Outreach Perceived Contribution Brazil

Paid 
Contributor Man

S189 R_xGCiYPnypnTSBMt 24 or less Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

When you have successfully published 
software used by other in open source 
community. Outreach Perceived Contribution India

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S190 R_XNvCYZYf9LiI677 35 to 44 Professional
Technical 
training Coder

Anyone happy with sharing their code 
with others Be happy Satisfaction Spain

Unpaid 
Contributor Man



S191 R_XvKyeKGyz0XMOMp 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder

Someone who is part of the community 
and helps move the software forward.

Help the community 
sustainability Cooperation Brazil

Unpaid 
Contributor Man

S192 R_ypSCbnTCbzxhHfX 35 to 44 Professional Ph.D. Coder
Someone who improves existing 
solutions Outreach Perceived Contribution Spain

Paid 
Contributor Man

S193 R_z0StUi632TWgFDr 35 to 44 Professional
Undergradua
te degree Coder Have fun contributing Be happy Satisfaction Germany

Unpaid 
Contributor Man


