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People around the world are facing newer and newer exponential charts everyday. We’re all hoping for new
information about the progress against the coronavirus. Unfortunately, the vast majority of these charts is
meaningless. In fact, coronavirus case counts are meaningless, unless they are done with very heavy statistical
knowledge, and even then they are very messy. Countries have different testing and hospitalization protocols,
death certificating standards, and there are less and more trustworthy governments. We do not really know
the severity of the local epidemics and the relative success of public health policies.

Nevertheless, we have some timely information on how people and the economy react to the epidemic,
because there are ongoing, frequent, and comparable data sources on various consequences of the epidemic.
A particularly interesting big data source is Google’s geolocational reporting on how people’s time spent in
homes, workplaces, parks, shopping areas and recreational areas change. Google gets plenty of realtime data
from hundreds of millions of people and compares them by days in the week and local time with the ‘baseline’
scenario before the outbreak of the coronavirus.

Based on the locational data of various smartphones and application data, we know that people spend 10-15%
more time at home since January, and 40-50% less in their workplaces. Similar data is available for other
locations.
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Comparing weeks before the pandemic, early April and late March

Stay At Home Or Go To Work?

 Data source: https://www.blog.google/technology/health/covid−19−community−mobility−reports
    Further explanation: [... final link location ...],

    © Daniel Antal, danielantal.eu, satellitereport.com, 2020.

While people are spending less time in the workplace and more at home in every European country, there are
significant differences. Countries in the top left corner, most notable Sweden, switched less from workplaces
to homes. On the bottom right corner, Spain and Italy, which were most hit by the epidemic, are in the most
severe form of lockdown.

There are some outliers, like Romania, where people stay a lot more at home, but not so much less in the
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workplaces – probably they cannot afford to stay clear of the job, but they are reducing other activities. Or,
in the case of Germany, people spend a lot more time in parks.

I grouped the countries according to their dynamics. Looking at Belgium and Luxembourg, we see that they
are more locked down than the typical European country, but they are moving up in the first week of April
compared to the last week of March. This is very much in line with their improving strain on the health
system.
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What is worrying is that there appears to be a significant asynchronicity in the Schengen zone, where people
and goods should move around freely. The peripheric countries, which are less densely populated, often less
integrated into the global transport and travel routes, are getting into the local epidemics later, and are
acting later. This is logical from a national point of view, but given that the European economy is very
much integrated, it will prolong the pain. The Netherlands, France and Germany need plenty of seasonal
agricultural workers from the Southeast, where the lockdown is just getting really strict. While some of their
regions see improving national epidemic situations, the easing will increase the intensity of the local epidemic
if a large number of workers will arrive from countries that are just going into the epidemic.

The efficient solution, as many public health officials keep saying, would be a synchronized effort to contain
the virus. The different pace and strictness of social distancing measures will mean that the local epidemics
will not be in synchronization, and the countries will re-infect each other, this way prolonging the economic
and social cost of this devastating pandemic. While health policy is a national competence in the European
Union, in fact, the European economic and social life is so much integrated, not only within the Schengen
Zone, but even with future, prospective and candidate members states in the Balkans, that a far more
coordinated public health policy would be required.
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