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Thank you for taking part in this FIFA survey.
 
The purpose of this survey is to gather information from elite football players regarding their opinions and views on football playing surfaces.
 
This survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete and answers will be completely confidential. You will be asked to provide your name so that your playing career can be established; at no point will your name be directly associated with any views expressed in this questionnaire. You are under no obligation to complete the questionnaire but your views are important to FIFA and the results obtained will be used to guide future research and development regarding football surfaces. Further details about the questionnaire are available in the information sheet.
 
Should you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us by e-mail (footballturf@fifa.org).
 
By filling out this document you confirm that you have read and understood the Introduction and are willing to participate in the study.
Please select your gender first
Please select one of the options.
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1.0 PERSONAL DETAILS
1.1
Full Name (registered playing name)
1.2
Date of birth
1.3
Current/most recent club
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1.0 PERSONAL DETAILS
1.1
Full Name (registered playing name)
1.2
Date of birth
1.3
Current/most recent club
1.4
Nationality
1.5
Height in cm
1.6
Weight in kg
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2.0 PLAYING BACKGROUND
Please provide a summary of your playing career, including countries you have played in and approximate number of appearances you have made for the clubs/teams you have played for.
2.1
Playing position (Tick all that apply)
2.2
Junior level (under 18 years)
2.3
Senior level (over 18 years)
2.4
International level
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3.0 SURFACE EXPERIENCE
3.1
Which surfaces did you TRAIN on as a JUNIOR player (under 18 years)?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Natural Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Artificial Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Gravel or similar hard surface
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Indoor Sports Hall
3.2
Which surfaces did you play MATCHES on as a JUNIOR player (under 18 years)?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Natural Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Artificial Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Gravel or similar hard surface
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Indoor Sports Hall
3.3
Which surfaces have you TRAINED on as a SENIOR player?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Natural Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Artificial Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Gravel or similar hard surface
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Indoor Sports Hall
3.4
Which surfaces have you played MATCHES on as a SENIOR player?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Natural Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Artificial Turf
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Gravel or similar hard surface
Invalid selection, please select a reasonable option.
Indoor Sports Hall
3.5
In the last five years, have you played for a club that uses an artificial surface for competitive home matches?
Please select one of the options.
3.6
What is the best football pitch (stadium or club) you have played on in the last 12 months?
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4.0 THEMES
4.1
Do you think that the type or condition of a playing surface can increase the risk of injury?
Please select one of the options.
4.1.1
Have you ever experienced an injury that you believe was caused by the pitch?
Please select one of the options.
Using the most serious injury you have experienced as an example:
4.1.1.1
Please describe the pitch you were using at the time?
Please select one of the options.
4.1.1.2
Which pitch conditions do you believe contributed to your injury? (Tick all that apply)
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4.1.1.3
How many days did you take to fully recover?
Please select one of the options.
4.1.2
Which of the following pitch conditions do you believe increase the risk of injury? (Tick all that apply)
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4.1.3
Do you think any of the following injuries are likely being linked to the type of pitch? (Tick all that apply)
Natural Turf
Artificial Turf
Gravel or similar hard surface
Indoor Sports Hall
Joint soreness / pain
Ligament damage
Cuts / abrasions
Muscle strain
Bruising / dead leg
Bone fracture
Concussion
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4.0 THEMES
4.2
Have you ever changed your style of play to suit a particular pitch, either as an individual or as a team?
Please select one of the options.
4.2.1
In preparation for a game, how often does your coach specifically ask you to train on a similar surface?
Please select one of the options.
4.2.2
How often do you feel your coach adopts tactics or adjusts style of play to suit the surface?
Please select one of the options.
4.2.3
How often do you as an individual adjust your style of play to suit the surface?
Please select one of the options.
4.2.4
Would you change your style of play on an artificial surface compared to a natural turf pitch?
Please select one of the options.
Please complete the following statements
4.2.4.1
On a natural turf pitch, I pass the ball
compared to an artificial pitch.
On a natural turf pitch, I use
compared to an artificial pitch.
When running on a natural turf pitch, I stop/start
compared to an artificial pitch.
When running on a natural turf pitch, I change direction
compared to an artificial pitch.
On a natural turf pitch, I am
to make a challenge, compared to an artificial pitch.
On a natural turf pitch, I am
to use sliding tackles, compared to an artificial pitch.
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4.0 THEMES
4.3
Do you choose your footwear based on the surface you are playing on?
Please select one of the options.
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4.3.1
Which type of boot would you use when playing on the following surfaces? (Tick all that apply)
Good Quality Natural Turf
Wet/Soft Natural Turf
Dry/Hard Natural Turf
Artificial Turf
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4.0 THEMES
4.4
Do you think the ball behaves differently on different playing surfaces?
Please select one of the options.
4.4.1
Which of the following conditions influence ball behaviour on a natural turf pitch? (Tick all that apply)
ball roll
ball bounce
surface pace
The hardness of the pitch influences
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The bumpiness of the pitch influences
..\Perception_i.jpg
Grass length influences
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Grass thickness influences
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The abrasiveness of the pitch influences
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The surface wetness influences
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Cold weather influences
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4.4.2
Complete the following statements using the drop down menus
On a natural turf pitch, ball roll is
compared to an artificial pitch.
On a natural turf pitch, ball bounce is
compared to an artificial pitch.
On a natural turf pitch, ball bounce is
compared to an artificial pitch.
On a natural turf pitch, surface pace is
compared to an artificial pitch.
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5.0 GENERAL
5.1
How much do the following properties vary between NATURAL TURF pitches that you have played on as a professional footballer
Not At All
A little
A lot
Too Much
Please select one of the options.
Hardness
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Please select one of the options.
Bumpiness
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Please select one of the options.
Surface Pace
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Please select one of the options.
Level of Grip
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Please select one of the options.
Pitch Consistency
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Please select one of the options.
Grass Length
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Please select one of the options.
Thickness of Grass
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Please select one of the options.
Abrasiveness
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5.2
How much do the following properties vary between ARTIFICIAL PITCHES that you have played on as a professional footballer
Not At All
A little
A lot
Too Much
Please select one of the options.
Hardness
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Please select one of the options.
Bumpiness
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Please select one of the options.
Surface Pace
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Please select one of the options.
Level of Grip
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Please select one of the options.
Pitch Consistency
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Please select one of the options.
Grass Length
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Please select one of the options.
Thickness of Grass
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Please select one of the options.
Abrasiveness
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Complete the following statements
5.3
Artificial pitches are
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches are
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches are
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches have
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches are
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches have
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches have
compared to a natural turf pitch.
Artificial pitches are
compared to a natural turf pitch.
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6.0 AGREE/DISAGREE
6.1
The following sentiments have been expressed by professional footballers about playing surfaces during a series of interviews.
Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with each statement
"I have played in a number of games where the condition of the pitch has influenced the result"
Please select one of the options.
"Pitches should vary from club to club, being able to adapt is an important part of the game"
Please select one of the options.
"Teams that play on artificial pitches have a big advantage for home games"
Please select one of the options.
"I am less likely to get tired playing on an artificial pitch compared to a natural turf pitch"
Please select one of the options.
"All top level professional fixtures should be played on natural turf"
Please select one of the options.
"I would rather play on a modern artificial pitch than a poor quality natural turf pitch"
Please select one of the options.
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