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Mimicry

Dimberg, 1982



The	
  current	
  study:	
  Hypothesis

• If emoticons are processed 
configurally (like faces), 
emoticons will induce emotion-
congruent facial mimicry. 
!
!
!

• Correspondingly, mimicry 
responses to inverted emoticons 
will be indistinguishable from 
random punctuation.
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Conclusions

Upright	
  emoticons	
  are	
  
mimicked	
  much	
  like	
  
real	
  faces

Inverted	
  emoticons	
  do	
  
not	
  elicit	
  the	
  emotion-­‐
congruent	
  mimicry.	
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Limitations



Next Step

• Compare emoticons to faces and pleasant 
stimuli  
!

• Compare emoticon variations 
!
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Questions?


