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In 1950, Ernest Hemingway published Across the River and into the Trees (Charles Scribner's Sons). Unlike some of his earlier books, Across the River fell short in terms of quality, according to critics. As a result, Hemingway suffered harsh criticism in book reviews. At least one reviewer, however, tempered his criticism with mercy by depicting Hemingway as an aging boxer. In his article, “The Author’s Name Is Hemingway” (The York Times, September 10, 1950), John O’Hara acknowledged Hemingway’s many accomplishments, including his influence on a generation of writers. At the same time, he noted the negative criticism that had been heaped on the famous author. 

“In the new novel, Hemingway, rather regrettably, has done nothing to protect himself against personal attack, or, more accurately, counter-attack,” O’Hara observed. He then closed his article with the following imagery: “To use his own favorite metaphor, he may not be able to go the full distance, but he can still hurt you. Always dangerous. Always in there with that right cocked.”

In 1952, just two years later, Hemingway made a comeback with the publication of The Old Man and the Sea (Charles Scribner's Sons), the book that restored his honor as a literary giant. His publisher noted: "Written in 1952, this hugely successful novella confirmed his power and presence in the literary world and played a large part in his winning the 1954 Nobel Prize for literature."

This paper is about Hemingway's comeback as a writer. It offers a fresh look at some of the contributing factors to his success with his final book of fiction that was published before his death. Although critics have presented a number of possible reasons for the success of The Old Man and the Sea, this paper will highlight the role of regression in his final writing spree. Specifically, it will show how his success in 1952 may have been influenced on some level by two of his favorite pastimes: boxing and fishing.

The writer contends that in order to understand and fully appreciate Hemingway's later success, one has to look at his early years and see him as a young boxer and young fisherman. Using O’Hara’s imagery as a springboard, the writer draws on boxing lingo and applications to show that while Hemingway was indeed aging, he was still “dangerous” as a writer.
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