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Spitzer has produced a wealth of imaging data on everything from Galactic white dwarfs to high-redshift 
galaxies. Relative flux densities in two or more different bands, or colors, can provide a quick-and-easy 
way to discriminate between different classes of objects. However, different observers use different 
conventions and units for plotting colors. Here I combine Spitzer colors from many different sources and 
plot them in a consistent way, providing a field guide to color-color space. 

 
 
Spitzer colors of z~6 
QSOs (Jiang et al. 
2006, AJ, 132, 2127) 
sub-millimeter  
selected galaxies 
(Hainline et al. 2009 
ApJ, 699, 1610), broad-
line AGN (Cardamone 
et al. 2008 ApJ, 680, 
130), nearby galaxes 
(Munoz-Mateos et al. 
2009, ApJ, 703, 1569), 
GLIMPSE-2 planetary 
nebulae (Zhang & 
Kwok 2009 2009, ApJ, 
706, 252), LMC AGB 
stars (Kastner et al. 
2008 AJ, 136, 1221), 
Galactic Cepheids 
(Marengo et al. 2010 
ApJ, 709, 120) YSO 
candidates in the 
Cepheus Flare (Kirk et 
al. 2009 ApJS, 185, 
198), Galactic white 
dwarfs (Farihi et al. 
2008 ApJ, 681, 1470), 
Galactic brown dwarfs 
(Leggett al. 2010 ApJ, 
710, 1627), and 
asteroids (Ryan et al. 
2009 AJ, 137, 5134).  
 
 
 


