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Ilustrated guide and introduction

This gazetteer on Saxon Fortified Churches in Brasov and Sibiu encompasses the data of
Saxon settlements in Brasov and Sibiu Counties, Transylvania; I have produced a usable
reference in English that contains updated place names, maps and directions, locations,
archaeology and other relevant data of the Saxon settlements within these two counties.

In this gazetteer, I have gathered facts, data and other information drawn from official
government archaeology reports, prominent scholars and historians together with
numerous other sources, and organized these into digest form. Key works and authors
that I have drawn from and that have influenced this work include but are not limited to:
Ignaz Lenk’s (1839) seminal lexicon on the geography, topology statics and hydrology of
Saxon Transylvania, George Oprescu’s (1961) detailed work on military churches in
Transylvania followed by Juliana Fabritius-Dancu’s (1983) survey of Saxon Fortified
churched in Romania and especially the multiple works and architectural renderings by
Hermann Fabini’s (1986, 1989, 1990, 1998, 1999) Saxon fortress and village churches of
Transylvania.

This Gazetteer of Saxon Fortified Churches comprises data from the Romanian counties
of Brasov (section 1.1) and Sibiu (section 2.1). These are individual entries of all Saxon
sites arranged alphabetically by county using the Romanian place name. The Romanian
place name allows for easy identification using modern maps and directions within
Romania.

Within each individual entry, sites are identified by the type of Saxon church structure
and location, as well as by other name identifications and condition. The following
headings are used in each entry:
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Site Name and Alternate Site Name: The Romanian place name is used throughout as
the primary village Site name. The alternate Site name encompasses the German, Saxon
(if different from the German) and Hungarian place name for the same village site.

County / Judet: The modern Romanian county name in which the village is located.

Site Type: Represents the initial Saxon site classification within the following categories:
1) Saxon fortress town with church, 2) Saxon village with nearby fortress refuge, 3)
village with unfortified church in a fortified complex, 4) village with fortified church in a
fortified complex, 5) village with Saxon remnant, 6) village with Saxon fortified complex
remnant and 7) former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants.

Church Type: Represents the Saxon church classification within the following
categories: R) Romanesque, G) Gothic, GH) Gothic-hall, U) Unknown 0) no church.

Location: General location of the site in relation to the modern municipal capital of the
county and / or the nearest large city in the area. The latitude and longitude are given
from Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates. Elevation is given along with the
general location of the church in relation to surrounding terrain.

Content: Description of the physical layout and remains of the fortified church as they
presently exist or as they were known to exist between the thirteenth and sixteenth
centuries A.D. Included is the evolution of the structures as known and any
archaeological interventions.

Reference: Key sources for each individual site listed with complete details of each
work cited in the bibliography.

Maps: All maps are included for the purpose of illustrating sites and as an aid for
locating the site within the general topography of the area.

Photographs: All photographs are illustrative of the sites and historical-architectural
importance within each. Unless otherwise noted, all photographs are by the author.
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Table 1.1: BRASOV COUNTY SITE INDEX
Site | Site [Church| Romanian |German Place | Saxon Place | Hungarian Place Page

Number| Type| Type | Place Name Name Name Name Number
1.01 5 U |Apata Geist Apaca 6
1.02 4 GH |Bircut Bekokten Baranyktit 7
1.03 6 R [Bartolemeu Bartolomé Obrassé 8
1.04 7 GH |Beclean Badlinen Betlen 9
1.05 4 G |[Beia Meeburg Mebrich Homordédbene 10
1.06 6 G [Bod Brenndorf Botfalu 12
1.07 7 U |Boholt Buchholz Boholc 13
1.08 2 0 |Bran Torzburg Torcsvar 14
1.09 1 G |Brasov Kronstadt Kruhnen Brassé 16
1.10 6 GH |Budila Bodeln Bodola 18
1.11 4 R  |Bunesti Bodendorf Bondref Szaszbuda 19
1.12 5 U [Calbor Kaltbrunner Kalbor 21
1.13 4 R [Cata Katzendorf Kazenderf Kaca 22
1.14 4 R |Cincsor Klein-Schenk |Kli-Schink  |Kissink 24
1.15 3 R [Cincul Mare |Gross-Schenk Nagysink 27
1.16 3 GH |Cobor Kiewern Kébor 28
1.17 4 R |Codlea Zeiden Zuidn Feketehalom 29
1.18 6 U  [Crihalma Konigsberg Kiralyhalma 31

Neustadt-
1.19 4 R [Cristian Burzenland Noscht Keresztényfalva 32
1.20 4 GH [Crit DeutschKreuz |Detschkrets |Szdszkeresztir 35
1.21 4 R [Dacia Stein Ste Garat 36
1.22 7 U |Daisoara Dahl Longddar 37
1.23 7 0 [Dopca Dopich Datk 37
1.24 4 GH |Drauseni Draas Dras Homoroddaréoc 38
1.25 7 U |Dumbravita [Schnakendorf Szunyogszék 38
1.26 | 2/6 GH |Fagaras Fogarasch Fogaras 41
1.27 5 GH |Feldioara Foldvar Foldvar 42
Marienburg

1.28 2/4 R |Feldioara Burzenland Foldvar 43
1.29 4 R |Felmer Felmern Fialmern Feimér 46
1.30 4 GH [Fiser Schweischen Sévénység 47
1.31 6 U |Galati Galatz Galac 48
1.32 4 R |Ghimbav Weidenbach Vidombak 49
1.33 6 U |Grinari Mukendorf Nagymoha 51
1.34 4 G |Halchiu Heldsdorf Hilrsdref Holtovény 52
1.35 3 G |Hialmeag Halmagen Halmagy 54
1.36 4 R [Hirman Honigberg Huntschprich [Szdszherrnany 56
1.37 6 U |Hoghiz 'Warmwasser Olthéviz 57
1.38 4 R |Homorod Homruden Homorodd 58
1.39 7 R |Ionesti Eisdorf Homoro6djanosfalva 60
1.40 6 R Jibert Seiburg Soeibrig Zsiberk 61
141 | 6/2 GH |Jimbor Sommerburg Szaszzsombor 62
142 7 U |Krizbav Krebsbach Kirzba 63
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Site | Site |Church| Romanian | German Place | Saxon Place | Hungarian Place Page
Number| Type| Type | Place Name Name Name Name Number
1.43 6 GH |Lovnic Leblang Lihwleng Lemnek 64
1.44 3 GH |Maierus NuliSbach Nassbicb Szaszniagyaros 65
1.45 3 R [Mercheasa Streitforth Streitfert Mirkvasar 67
1.46 4 G |Mesendorf Meschendorf |Meschen Mese 69
1.47 7 U [Palos Konigsdorf Palos 72
1.48 6 U |Parau Mikesdorf Paré 73
1.49 4 R [Prejmer Tartlau Tortein Prazsmar 74
1.50 | 2/5 R [Risnov Rosenau Risenau Barcarozsnyo 76
1.51 4 G [Roades Radlen Raddein Radosd 78
1.52 4 R [Rodbav Rohrbach Rirbich Nadpatak 80
1.53 4 R [Rotbav Rothbach Rudjebich Szaszveresrnart 81
1.54 7 U  |Rucir Ruckersdorf Rukkor 83
1.55 | 2/5 G |Rupea Reps Réppes Kohalorn 84
1.56 5 U  [Siacele Siebendérfer Hétfalu 86
1.57 5 U [Satu Nou Neudorf Noenderf Szaszijfalu 87
1.58 4 GH [Selistat Seligstadt Sailijescht Boldogvaros 88
1.59 6 GH [Secaia Schirkanyen Sarkany 91
1.60 4 R [Sinpetru Petersberg Pittersbarch |[Barcaszentpéter 92
1.61 4 R [Soars Scharosch Schuarsch Saros 95
1.62 6 U [Sona Schoren Schinen Séna 97
1.63 6 U  [Teliu Kreuzburg Keresztvar 98
1.64 3 G |Ticusu Vechi |Deutsch-Tekes |Tikes Szasztyukos 99

Rumiinisch
1.65 7 0 |Ticusul Nou |Tekes Felsotzikos 100
1.66 4 R [Toarcia Tartein Torteln Kisprazsmar 101
Tohanul
1.67 7 U [Vechi Alttohan Tohan 103
1.68 4 R [Ungra Galt Gait Ugra 104
1.69 7 U |Valeni 'Woldorf Dombos 105
1.70 5 U |Venetia de Jos |Untervenitze Alsomarosvaradja 106
Deutsch-
1.71 4 GH |Viscri Weisskirch Weiskirich  |Szdszfehéregyhdza 107
1.72 7 U |Vladeni Wladein Viedény 110
Wolkendorf im
1.73 4 R [Vulcan Burzenland Wulkendref [Sziaszvolkiny 111
1.74 5 G |Zarnesti Zernest Zernest 113
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Table 2.1: SIBIU COUNTY SITE INDEX
Site | Site |[Church Romanian German Place| Saxon Place| Hungarian Place Page

Number| Type| Type | Place Name Name Name Name Number
201 | 7 U  |Aciliu Tetscheln Ecsellé 115
202 | 4 G |Agirbiciu Arbegen Arbijen Szaszegerbegy 116
203 | 4 R |Agnita Agnetheln Agnitlen Szaszagota 118
204 | 7 U  |Alimor Mildenburg Alamor 121

Alma Pe
205 3 GH |Térnave Almaschken Kiikiilloalmas 121
2.06 | 4 GH |Alma Vii Almen Szaszalrnad 123
207 3 R |Altina Alzen Aizen Alcina 125
208 | 4 GH |Amnas Hamlesch Hamlesch Omlas 127
209 | 7 U |Apoldu de Jos | Kleinpold Kisapold 129
210 | 3 R |Apoldu de Sus | Grofipold Griszpuit Nagyapold 130
211 | 4 GH |Apos Abstdorf Appesterf Szaszapatfalva 132
212 | 7 U |Armeni Urmenen Orményszékes 133
213 | 4 R |Atel Hetzeldorf Hitselderf Ecel 134
214 | 4 R |Avrig Freck Frek Felek 138
215 | 4 GH |Axente Sever | Frauendorf Franderf Asszonyfaiva 139
216 | 4 R |Bazna Baalien Bassen Bazna 141
217 | 7 U |Benesti Bigendorf Bendorf 143
218 | 4 G |Biertan Birthilm Birthiilrn Berethalom 144
219 | 6 GH _|Birghis Biirgesch Biirkds 147
Klein-
220 6 U [Blijel Blasendorf Bluesenderf | Balazstelke 148
221 3 G |Boarta Michelsdorf Michelsdref | Mihalyfalva 149
222 | 4 G |Boian Bonnesdorf Bonnesdref | Alsébajom 150
223 | 7 U |Boita Ochsendorf Bojca 152
224 | 4 GH |Bradeni Henndorf Hinderf Hégen 153
225 | 4 GH |Bradu Gierelsau Giresa Fenyofalva 156
226 | 4 G |Bratei Pretai Pretai Barathely 158
227 | 4 R |Bruiu Braller Brulya 161
228 | 4 GH |Buia Bell Ball Bélya 163
229 | 7 U |Bungart Baumgarten Bongard 165
230 4 G |Buzd Bufid Buss Szaszbuzd 166
231 | 7 U |Calvasar Kaltwasser Sebeskapolna 168
232 | 7 G |Casolt Kastelhotz Kastnhiilts | Hermany 169
233 | 7 U |Chesler Kesseln Keszlér 170
234 | 4 R |Chirpar Kirchberg Kiirpod 171
235 | 4 G |Cirta Kerz Kierz Kerc 173
236 | 4 R |Cisnadie Heltau Hick Nagydisznéd 176
237 3 R |Cisnddioara Michelsberg  Michelsbirch| Kisdisznéd 180
238 | 7 U |Colun Kellen Kolun 184
Gnisz-
239 | 4 G |Copsa Mare Gross-Kopich | Kopesch Nagykapus 185
Klein-

240 | 3 R |Copsa Mica Kopisch Kli-Kopesch | Kiskapus 188
241 | 7 U |Cornitel Harwesdorf Hortobagzfalva 191
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Site Site [Church Romanian German Place| Saxon Place| Hungarian Place Page

Number|Type| Type | Place Name Name Name Name Number
242| 6 | GH |Coves Kiibisch Agotakévesd 192
243 | 4 R |Cristian Grof3au Grisaa Kereszténysziget 193
244 | 4 G |Curciu Kirtsch Kiikiillokoros 197
245 | 3 R |Daia Thalheim Duelmen Dolmany 199
246 | 4 R |Dealu Frumos | Schonberg Schinebiinch | Lesses 201
247 3 GH |Dirlos Durles Darlac 203
248 | 4 R |Dobirca Dobring Doborka 205
249 | 6 R |Dumbriveni Eisabethstadt Erzsébetvaros 207
250 | 4 GH |Dupus Tobsdorf Toppensterf | Tablas 208
251 | 5§ U |Ernea Ehrgang Szaszeryne 210
252 | 3 GH |Floresti Felsendorf Filzenderf | Foldszin 211
253 | 5 GH |Fintinele Krebsbach Szeben-Kakova 212
254 | 7 U |Fofeldea Hochfeld Héfold - Fofeld 213
255 7 U  |Gales Gallusdorf Szebengailos 213
256 | 3 GH |Gherdeal Giirteln Girtein Gerdaly 214
257 7 U |Ghijasa de Jos | Untergesil} Alsébezés 215
258 | 7 G |Giacas Gogeschdorf | Jakobsdorf | Gyakos 216
259 | 7 U |Glimboaca Hiinherbach Glimboka 216
260 | 5 G |Gura Riului Auendorf Guraré 217
2.61 | 4 R |Gusterita Hammersdorf Szenterzsebet 218
262 | 5 GH |Gusu Gieshiibel Gészhiwel Kisludas 219
263 | 4 R |Hamba Hahnenbach Hunebich Kakasfaiva 220
264 | 4 G |Hasag Haschagen Hoisoyen Hassag 222
265 5 G |Hoghilag Halwelagen Haiwelajen | Holdvilag 223
2.66 | 4 R |Hosman Holzmengen Huksinéinjen | Holcinany 225
2.67 | 4 GH |Ighisu Nou Eibestdorf Szaszivanfalva 227
2.68 | 7 0 [Ilimbav Eulenbach Illenbak 229
2,69 | 4 GH |lacobeni Jacobsdorf Jakosdref Jakabfalva 229
270 | 7 0 |Jina Sina Zsinna 231

Grisz-
271 6 R |Laslea Grof}-Lassein | Lasseln Szaszszentlaszlo 232
272 7 0 |Loamnes Ladmesch Ladamos 235
273 7 GH |Ludos Grofllogdes Nagyludas 235
274 | 4 GH |Milancrav Malnkrog Malemkref | Almakerék 236
275 3 R |Marpod Marpod Marpet Marpod 238
276 | 1 GH |Medias Mediasch Medwesch Medgyes 239
2771 4 R |Merghindeal | Mergeln Miirjeln Morgonda 241
Szaz-
278 | 4 GH |Metis Martinsdorf Miertesderf | Martonfalva 243
2791 5§ GH |Micasasa Feigendorf Mikesziza 244
Miercurea

280 | 4 R |Sibiului Reussmarkt Reismuert Szerdahely 245
281 | 6 GH |Mighindoala Engenthal Angenduel | Ingodaly 247
282 | 6 G |Mihaileni Schaldorf Salfalva 248
283 | 3 GH |Moardas Mardisch Muerdesch | Mardos 249
284 | 7 U |Mohu Moichen Moéh 251
285 | 4 G |Mosna Meschen Meschn Muzsna 251
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Site | Site [Church Romanian German Place| Saxon Place| Hungarian Place Page
Number|Type [Type | Place Name Name Name Name Number
286 | 3 GH |Motis Mortesdorf Martontelke 254
Hundert- Hanjdert-
287 | 4 R |Movile biicheln bécheln Szaszhalom 256
288 | 3 GH |Nemsa Nimesch Nirnesch Nemes 258
289 | 4 GH |Netus Neidhausen Netschessen | Netus 259
290 | 3 R |Nocrich Leschkirch Loschkirk Ujegyhaz 260
291 | 4 GH |Noistat Neustadt Naerscht Ujviros 263
292 3 GH |Nou Sasesc Neudorf Noenderf Szaszijfalu 264
293 | 4 R |Noul Neudorf Noenderf Szaszijfalu 266
Rumiinisch
294 | 7 0 [Noul Roman Neudorf Goldbach Olahujfalu 268
295 | 7 U  |Nucet Johannisberg Szentjanoshegy 269
296 | 4 R |Ocna Sibiului | Salzbung Salzbrich Vizakna 270
297 | 7 U |Orlat Winsberg Orlat 272
298| 6 R |Piuca Tornen Pékafalva 273
299 6 GH |Paucea Puschendorf | Puschendref | Pocstelke 275
2.100 | 4 GH _ |Pelisor Magarei Muegeroi Magaré 276
2101 | 6 R |Petris Petersdorf Piterschterf | Kispéterfalva 278
2102 | 6 U |Poenita Konradsdorf | Hiihnerdorf | Oldhtyikos 278
Poiana
2103 | 7 0 [Sibului Pojana Flubau Csticsmez6 279
2104 | 7 U |Poplaca Gunzendorf Poplika 279
2105 | 7 U |Presaca Kerschdorf Székasgyepii 280
2.106 | 3 GH |Prod Pruden Prudn Prod 280
2107 | 7 U |Racovita Rakowitza Olt-Rakovica 282
2108 | 5 GH |Résinari Stadterdorf Resinar 282
2109 | 5 GH |Révasel Rosch Rosch Rovas 284
2110 | 4 GH |Richis Reichesdorf Rechesdref | Riomfalva 285
2111 | 5 GH |Roandola Rauthal Raenduel Rudaly 288
2112 | 7 U |Rod Rodu Réd 289
2113 | 4 R |Rosia Rothberg Ritbirch Veresmart 290
2114 | 4 R |Ruja Roseln Riseln Rozsonda 292
2115 | 5 R |Ruscior Reufldorfchen |Reissdirfchen| Oroszcesiir 294
2116 | 6 GH |Rusi Reussen Reissen Oroszfalu 295
2117 | 7 U |Sacadate Szakadat Sakadat 297
2118 | 7 U  |Sécel Schwarzwasser Szecsel 298
2119 | 7 U |Sadu Zood Zoodt Céd 299
2120 | 7 U  [Salciu Schalko Salko 300
2121 | 7 U [Saliste Grofiendorf Szelistze 301
Saros pe
2122 | 4 G |Tarnave Scharosch Schmersch | Szaszsaros 302
2123 | 7 U |Sasausi Sachenhausen Szaszhas 304
2124 | 7 U |Sebesul de Jos | Untersebesch Oltalsésebes 304
2125 | 4 R |Seica Mare Marktschelken| Marktsielken| Nagyselyk 305
2.126 | 4 G |Seica Mica Kleinschelken | Kliselken Kisselyk 307
2127 3 R |Selimbar Schellenberg |Schéillembrich| Sellenberk 309
2128 | 7 U |Sibiel Budenbach Szibiel 310
2129 | 1 R |Sibiu Hermannstadt | Herrnestatt | Nagyszeben 311
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Site | Site [Church Romanian German Place| Saxon Place| Hungarian Place Page
Number|Type [Type | Place Name Name Name Name Number
2130 | 7 U |Singitin Kleinenzed Kisenyed 314
2.131 | 2/4 | GH |[Slimnic Stolzenburg Stuizembrich| Szelindek 315
2132 | 4 GH [Smig Schmiege Somogyom 318
2133 | 3 GH |Soala Schaal Schuel Salya 319
2134 | 4 R |Somartin Martinsberg Mirtesbéirch | Martonhegy 320
2135 | 6 R |Sorostin Schorsten Schorstn Sorostély 322
2136 | 4 GH |Stejarisu Probstdorf Priusterf Prépostfalva 323
2137 | 7 U |Stenea Stein Isztina 325
2138 | 4 R |Sura Mare Grofischeuern | Gniszschiern| Nagyesur 326
2139 | 4 R |Sura Mica Kleinscheuern Kiscsiir 328
2140 | 5 GH |Talmaécel Kleintalmesch Kistalméacs 330
2141 | 6 R |Talmaciu Talmesch Talmesch Nagytalmacs 331
2142 | 4 GH |Tapu Abstdorf Csicséholdvilag 332
2143 | 7 0 |Teline Wobling Pusztacelina 334
2144 | 7 U |Tichindeal Ziegenthal Cikendal 335
2145 | 7 U |Tilisca Tilischka Telischen Tilicske 335
2.146 | 4 G |Tirnava GroBprobstdorf|Griuspriustref] Nagyekemezo 336
2147 | 4 GH |Tirnavioara |Kleinprobstdorf Kisekemezd 339
2.148 | 7 U |Topircea Tschapertsek Toporcsa 340
2149 | 4 R |Turnisor Neppendorf bei Kis-Torony 341
2150 | 7 0  |Turnu Rosu Schweinsdorf | Porkendorf | Porcsesd 342
2151 | 2 U |Turnul Rosu Roter Turn Vorés-Torony 343
2152 | 4 GH |Vaichid Waldhiitten Waldhadjn | Valdhid 344
2153 | 7 U |Vale Grabendorf Vile 347
2154 | 4 G |Valea Viilor Wurmloch Wormioch | Nagybaromlaka 348
2155 | 4 R |Vird Werd Weird Vérd 351
2156 | 5 U |Vecerd Wetschrd Bufithardt Vecsérd 353
2157 | 4 GH |Velt Wolz Welz Vele 353
2158 | 3 U |Veseud Wassid Wassir Szasz Vesszod 356
2159 | 4 R |Veseud Zied Tsit Vesszod 357
2.160 | 7 U |Vestem Westen Vesztény 359
2.161 | 4 R |Vurpir Burgberg Vurpéd 359
2162 | 5 GH |Zlagna Schlatt Schlatt Szaszzalatna 361
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Map 1.1: The Carpathian basin topography including the major river systems.

Topography: The Transylvanian plateau, 300 to 500 meters (1,000-1,600 feet) high, is
drained by the Mures, Somes, Crig, and Olt rivers, as well as other tributaries of the
Danube. Cluj-Napoca (318,027) is the chief city; other major urban centers are Timisoara
(317,651), Brasov (283,901), Oradea (206,527), Arad (172,824), Sibiu (155,045), Targu
Mures (149,577), Baia Mare (137,976), and Satu Mare (115,630) (Wass de Czege, 1977:
8-11).

The Saxon settlements in Bragsov and Sibiu counties are centered along the Olt (Alt),
Hartibaciu (Harbach) and Cibin (Zibin) rivers with minor streams and tributaries

connecting to these main river systems for drainage and transportation.
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Map 1.2: Transylvanian Counties by Romanian place name.

While modern Transylvania consists of 16 counties today, traditionally the Saxon
Transylvanian region consisted of only 9 counties (Romanian: judet), namely Alba,
Bistrita-Nasaud, Brasov, Cluj, Covasna, Harghita, Hunedoara, Mures, and Sibiu.

Brasov and Sibiu Counties are home to several Saxon regions. A portion of the
region known as the Mittelsiebenbiirgen is in Sibiu County and drained by the Hartibaciu
and Cibin Rivers. The region known as the Biirzenland is along the upper Olt in Brasov
County. Within Brasov County some 73 Saxon sites and villages are known and within

Sibiu County some 169 Saxon sites and villages are known (Zimmermann, 2000: 13-4).
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Map 1.4: Romanian river systems including the Saxon sites of Transylvania enlarged in Fig.1. 3.
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Map 1.5: Biirzenland region and principal villages.

The villages of the Biirzenland comprise Bod, Brasov, Codlea, Cristian, Feldioara,

Ghimbav, Halehiu, Harman, Maierus, Prejmer, Risnov, Rotbav, Sinpetru, Vulcan, and the

fortress at Bran. The order was based in Feldioara (Marienburg) until their expulsion.

Historically, the Biirzenland region is a distinct area within the Saxon constituency

due to its origins and association with the Teutonic Order or ‘Deutscher Orden’.

1211, The Knights offered their services to Hungarian King Andrew II and were

accepted. The King gave them an area in Transylvania called Biirzenland named after

the Barsa River. King Andrew later expelled the Order in 1225 where they departed for

Prussia (Laszlovszky and Sods, 2001: 319-22; Zimmermann, 2000: 4-6).
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Map 1.6: Brasov County with major rivers, roads and Saxon village sites.

Brasov County: Brasov County is located 160 km north west from Bucharest,
Romania's capital. Brasov County, together with Sibiu County, makes up the heart of the
Transylvanian region surrounded by the arc of the Carpathians, being the center of the
country and at the crossroads of the Eastern and Southern Carpathians. To the south and
east are the regions of Wallachia and Moldavia, west is Banat and north is the region of
Maramures. The capital of Brasov County is the city of Brasov.

Brasov County encompasses an area of 5,363 km’ with a population in 2002 of
589,028. The county has four city municipalities: Brasov, Fagaras, Sacele and Résnov,
and five towns: Zarnesti, Codlea, Victoria, Predeal and Rupea. There are 43 communes
and 150 villages. Brasov has 71 Saxon village sites within the county. Nationalities

include Romanian 514,161, Magyar 50,956, Roma 18,313, Saxon 4,418 others 1200.
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Brasov County Saxon Sites:

1.01. SITE NAME: Apata

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Geist, Apaca

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Apata is located 71 km north from Brasov along highway E 60, seven
kilometers north of Maierus. Apata’s latitude is 45°95'00" N and longitude is
25°51'70" E. Elevation is approximately 520 meters above sea level. The altered
church is in the center of the medieval village.

CONTENT: Apata was first recorded in 1460 when Hungarian King Matthias gave
the village to Hungarian nobles. In 1500 King Vladislaus II ordered that Apata be
subordinated to Torzburg and the Saxons. Apata was burned by the Turks in 1658 and
depopulated by the plague in 1718-1719. Currently, the village has a much rebuilt
church where no Saxon vestiges remain but the village retains the typical Saxon
village architecture. Significant are the houses along the main street through the
village.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 2002-3; Lenk, 1839a: 58-60; Pop, 1991: 128-30

Figure 1.01.1: South view of Apata’s main street with Saxon traditional homes.
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1.02. SITE NAME: Barcut

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bekokten, Baranyktit

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: The village of Barcut is located 19 km northwest of Fagédras and

southeast of Sighisoara. Specifically, Barcut is 9 km south of Retis and 8 km north of

Soars. Barcut’s latitude is 46°00'00" N and longitude is 24°91'70" E. Elevation is

approximately 570 meters above sea level. Currently, Barcut has an Extant fortified

church and the village retains the typical Saxon village architecture.

CONTENT: Barcut was first documented in 1206 as the villa Bakancuth or as the

House of Baramcuth. The village name first appeared in a contract in 1389 between

Johannes Stephani and Petrus Sculak. By 1488 Barcut was named as a municipality

with 50 landlords, a school and mill. The village was completely destroyed by fire in

1772.

Of the original fortified church, only the stone bell tower or Glockenturm survives
from the medieval period. The remainder of the church dates from 1846. Today, only
sections of the precinct walls are of the original 4 meters in height. Remnants of two
towers along the southern wall complete the present condition of the site. Latest
population records indicate as of 1995 there were 28 Lutheran German church
members remaining in Barcut.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 47-8; Kopeczi, 2001: 412-3; Porkolab and Rheindt,
1998: 7-22; Zimmermann, 1892: 635-7

1

iV

Fig. 1.02.1:

View of Barcut from the north with

the tower battlements.

Fig. 1.02.2: View of the Barcut stone bell
tower and defensive battlements
construction.
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1.03. SITE NAME: Bartolemeu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bartolomi, Obrassé

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Bartolemeu is now a suburb and part of the municipality of modern
Brasov. The fortified church is 3 km northeast of the Brasov city center.
Bartolemeu’s latitude is 45°64'00" N and longitude is 25°58'50" E. Elevation is
approximately 851 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence of the church of Bartolemeu was in
1417. The church was destroyed by Vlad Tepes in 1460. In 1863 Bartholomae was
elevated to a separate parish from Brasov.

The thirteenth century Basilica of Bartolemeu is one of the largest Saxon churches
in Transylvania. It is 59 m long and 30 m wide with only one tower completed of the
two planned. The original tower collapsed in 1832 and was rebuilt in 1842. The outer
precinct wall in the north and south west remain relativity unaltered from the medieval
period.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 2002: 21; Dragut, 1979:92-3; Fabini, 1998: 43-5;
Zimmermann, 1892: 56

Fig. 1.03.1: (Above) view of Bartolemeu Church with
precinct wall.

Fig. 1.03.2: (Right) view of the Bartolemeu Gothic
apse.
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1.04. SITE NAME: Beclean

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Badlinen, Betlen

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / Gothic-
hall

LOCATION: The village of Beclean is approximately 4 km west of Fagaras along

highway E 68. Beclean’s latitude is 45°83'30" N and longitude is 24°91'70" E.

Elevation is approximately 421 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: First documented in 1509 under the name "Bethlen". In 1576, Stephan

Bathory ordered the resettlement of Romanians in the area and instructed the Saxon

settlers who lived there released from their obligations after a six year period. After

the six years the Saxons would receive the same status of all of the other Saxons in the

region. In 1612 Prince Gabriel Bathory allowed the village to choose its own Saxon

Priest and to keep the Saxon faith and language apart from the Romanians and the

fortress of Fagaras.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 36-8; Kroner, 2003: 20; Prodan, 1967: 20-3; Teutsch,
1862: 259

Fig. 1.04.1: View of the Beclean Church built Fig. 1.04.2: View of Beclean Romanian-
over the Saxon complex. Saxon architecture surviving today.
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1.05. SITE NAME: Beia

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Meeburg, Mebrich, Homorddbene

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: The village is northwest of Reps and can only be reached via a poorly

maintained dirt track leading to the village some 10 km from Cata. The church is in

the center of the village, dominating the stream flowing through the center of the

village. Beia’s latitude is 46°15'00" N and longitude is 25°18'30" E. Elevation is

approximately 521 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The history of Beia begins in 1442 when Johann Hunyad mentioned

damage to a fortified structure at Beia. Beia prospered in the fifteenth and sixteenth

centuries with between 45 and 98 landlords living there along with farmers and

widows. In the early 1600s a controversy broke out between neighboring Arkeden

and Beia over land sales that lasted until the nineteenth century when the court in

Vienna settled the dispute in the favor of Arkeden.

The existing church was begun in the second half of the fifteenth century as a
Gothic-style church with a 5/8" choir. At the beginning of the sixteenth century the
church was fortified with battlements and military alterations installed in the choir and
hall. The original bell tower was torn down in 1892 and a new tower built to the west
using the bricks from the original. The church contains several examples of Saxon art
from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

The fortification complex began in the 1500s when a single precinct wall was built
surrounding the church in a polygonal shape. Square towers were then placed in the
northeast, southeast and southwest corners extending out from the precinct wall. The
last tower in a hexagonal shape in the north-west corner was built in the early 1600s.
In 1900 the southwest tower was taken down and a school built on the site of the
tower; in 1909 the east side precinct wall and tower collapsed and have not been
rebuilt.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 470-2; Kroner, 2003: 154, 189

Fig. 1.05.1: View of Beia with the stream flowing through the center of the village.
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Fig. 1.05.2: (Left) view of Beia church
and northwest hexagonal tower.

Fig. 1.05.3: (Below) the Beia church
and village with northwest tower and
village school.
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1.06. SITE NAME: Bod

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Brenndorf, Botfalu

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / Gothic
LOCATION: The village of Bod is approximately 16 km north of Brasov east of
highway E 60. Bod’s latitude is 45°76'70" N and longitude is 25°65'00" E. Elevation
is approximately 501 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary mention of Bod was in 1368 when Grif von
Brenndorf received a charter of rights from King Karl Robert. In 1377 the royal
privilege from the Order of the Teutonic Knights was awarded to Bod. In 1457 Vlad
Tepes destroyed Bod but by 1510 the village had a population consisting of 150; it
also contained a school and clock tower. The original church building of the
fourteenth century was destroyed in an earthquake in 1802 and was again damaged in
another earthquake in 1977. In 1977 donations from the Federal Republic of Germany
funded the stabilization of the church and tower. Repairs to the complex continue
intermittently.

The present fortified church is surrounded by a polygonal precinct wall
incorporating multiple towers. The present parsonage house was incorporated into the
outer wall in 1844 after the original house was destroyed in the 1802 earthquake.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 93-5; Nussbécher, 2000: 37-8; Popovici and Cosulet,
etal., 1995: 40615.01; Zimmermann, 1892: 497

Fig. 1.06.1: View of Bod church and parsonage house dating from 1844 as viewed from the main
street.
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1.07. SITE NAME: Boholt

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Buchholz, Boholc
COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: The village of Boholt is 5.5 km northwest of Fagéras in the Alto valley.
Boholt’s latitude is 45°88'30" N and longitude is 24°88'30" E. Elevation is
approximately 484 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1319 the "rector ecclesia de Bocholcz" was mentioned during a tax
collection by the church. Boholf is again mentioned in 1625 as being destroyed by the
Turks. By 1657 the only mention of Boholt is that Romanians were required to pay
taxes to the Saxon administrative district. There are no remains of the Saxon church
here.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 104; Wagner, 1977: 363-4
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1.08. SITE NAME: Bran

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Torzburg, TOrcsvar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Saxon village with nearby fortress refuge / no church

LOCATION: The village of Bran lies some 12 km southwest of Risnov along E 574
at the pass between Campulung and Brasov. The fortress is on an overlook on the east
bank of the Barca river. Bran’s latitude is 45°51'70" N and longitude is 25°35'00" E.
Elevation is approximately 776 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village of Bran is first recorded in 1367 as the settlement of Terch
and subsequently as Tuhan. In 1377 the village appeared as ‘novum castrum in lapide
Tvdrici’. After 1690 Bran was populated with Romanian shepherds who became the
subjects of Bragov. By 1695 Bran had a population of some 33 families. The village
had grown to 211 families by 1713 but the population had been reduced to 173
families by 1720. Saxons have not lived in Bran village since 1690.

The fortress was originally known as Dietrichstein and dates from 1212. The
Knights of the Teutonic Order built the fortress above the village to guard the pass
from Wallachia. Saxons took control of the fortress in 1383 to protect the trade routes
to Brasov.

At the end of the fourteenth century, King Sigismund transferred control of the
fortress to one Mircea cel Batran and the Hungarian aristocracy. The fortress had an
essential role in protecting the Hungarian king from Ottoman and Tartar invasions via
Wallachia and the Rucar Pass.

In 1498 the fortress passed under the Bragsov guild merchant possession and it was
used mainly as a customs station. Responsible for the defense of the castle was the
permanent garrison: 2 guards and 10 - 20 archers and ballisters.

In the eighteenth century the fortress housed Austrian frontier guards and in 1836
became the official border as the defense role of the fortress was no longer a priority.
In 1920, the Brasov Town council donated Bran Castle to Queen Maria, who lived
there with the royal family till 1947. Since 1947 the Castle has been a museum.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 104; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 66;
Schuster, 1917: 50-71

Fig. 1.08.1:
View of
Fortress Bran
from the
southeast.
Note the
defensive
elements
through out
the structure.
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Fig. 1.08.2: View of Fortress Bran from the north showing the rock outcropping at the base of the
structure.

Fig. 1.08.3: Fortress view of pass and Barca River from the north showing the strategic
importance and commanding view of the fortress.
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1.09. SITE NAME: Brasov

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kronstadt, Kruhnen, Brassé

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Saxon fortress town with church / Gothic

LOCATION: Brasov is located 160 km northwest from Bucharest. Brasov’s latitude
is 45°63'30" N and longitude is 25°58'30" E. Elevation is approximately 836 meters
above sea level. The church occupies the medieval town center providing protection
with the extensive city walls.

CONTENT: The Biserica Neagra or Black Church was constructed between 1383
and 1477. It remains the largest Gothic Church in Central Europe. Few fortified
elements remain after the 1477 alteration. The name Black Church derives its name
from a 1689 city fire that blackened the exterior. Initially known as Saint Mary’s
Church, tradition maintains that it was build over a small chapel destroyed by Tartars
in 1242.

The church has six portals that span the Gothic to Renaissance architectural styles.
The church has three naves divided by columns. Minor archaeological explorations
have been conducted at different periods in the last 100 years. Brasov has always
been a trading and commerce center throughout its existence. Wealthy merchants
traditionally hung Turkish rugs from their pews and this tradition has been
maintained. The church today remains Lutheran but has a dwindling Saxon
congregation of less than 300 as of 2003.

The mostly extant surrounding city wall was built in the fifteenth century. The wall
was 12 meters high and 3 kilometers long. Seven bastions were built along strategic
points in the wall; each bastion was defended by a specific guild represented in the
city. The medieval weaver and blacksmith bastions survive today in a minimally
unaltered state.  Inside the city wall, the housing architecture is Saxon but once
outside Schei Gate Romanian architecture dominates. Romanians were not allowed to
live within the city walls until the nineteenth century. In the Schei district,
archaeological remains of the original Romanian Orthodox church of St. Nicolae din
Schei are visible. The origins of this church date to 1392 when the Saxons allowed
the Romanian population to settle adjacent to the city walls.

REFERENCES: Barta and Seewann, 1990: 122-30; Costea and Savu, et al., 2005:
41569.01; Cosulet and Bauman, 2005: 40205.04; Fabini, 1998: 412-3; Foisel, 1936:
1-6; Istrate and Istrate, 2004: 40205.16; Konig, 2001: 102, 105-6, 121-2; Kroéner,
2003: 37-42; Philippi, 2001: 146-61; Roth, 1998: 251-7; von Killyen and Kuchar,
1998: 101-11
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Fig. 1.09.1: (Above) south view of the Black Church
from Main Square of Brasov.

Fig. 1.09.2: (Left) view of the Black Church.

Fig. 1.09.3: (Right) view of the Blacksmith’s
Bastion and city wall.
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1.10. SITE NAME: Budila

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bodeln, Bodola

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / Gothic-
hall

LOCATION: Budila is located 17 km east of Brasov along the Tortillou river.

Budila’s latitude is 45°66'70" N and longitude is 25°80'00" E. Elevation is

approximately 561 meters above sea level. The church occupies the town center.

CONTENT: 1294 was the first documentary evidence mentioning a ‘Ruclula’.

Budila was again mentioned 1373 when King Ludwig awarded a section of the village

to Bishop Csanad. Budila was granted membership into the Biirzenland Chapter in

1443. Records indicate that the village had 55 families living in Budila in 1721.

Presently, there are no Saxon families living in Budila.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 74-5; Gyorffy, 1987: 872; Mittelstrall, 1961b: 67;

Wagner, 1977: 286

o) e \ i

Fig. 1.10.1: (Left) view of the Budila church from
the southwest.

Fig. 1.10.2: (Below) view of the Budila church
school from the west. The school is now a barn
and storage facility.
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1.11. SITE NAME: Bunesti

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bodendorf, Bondref, Szaszbuda

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Bunesti is located 72 kilometers northeast of Brasov and northwest of

Rupea, southeast of Sighisoara on Highway 13. Bunesti’s latitude is 46°10'00" N, and

longitude is 25°05'00" E. Elevation is approximately 559 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Bunesti was first documented in 1337 as a free municipality. Documents

detail land disputes between Viscri and Bunesti in 1494 and again the settlement

imposed by King Vladislaw II in favor of Viscri.. A census in 1500 recorded that

Bunesti had a population of 68 families, one school master and three shepherds.

The church was built in Romanesque-style at the end of the thirteenth century and
was first mentioned in 1356. The church was fortified around 1500. Its fortifications
included providing the choir with a parapet for throwing projectiles and casting holes
beneath the walk.  Most of the church alterations were after 1538 when Bunesti
became part of the Hermannstadt region and the guilds then provided money and
support for the village.

As of 1995 the Lutheran community of Bunesti had 22 members. By 2003, the size
of the Saxon community has diminished to three families of seven members, all over
the age of 55. Bunesti today has a population of 2476 Romanians, 72 Magyars, 7
Saxon Germans and 1,629 Roma.

REFERENCES: Bahlcke, 1999: 151-9; Berger, 1894: 66; Costea, 1995: 40740.01;
Fabini, 1998: 6; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 32; Zimmermann, 1892: 490

Fig. 1.11.1: View of the main gate tower and Fig. 1.11.2: View of the front entrance
surrounding fortification. fortification in disrepair.
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Fig. 1.11.3: Schematic view of Bunesti with building stages from the fourteenth through the
eighteenth centuries.
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1.12. SITE NAME: Calbor

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kaltbrunner, Kélbor

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Calbor is located 7 kilometers northwest of Fagaras along the Alto
River. Calbor’s latitude is 45°86'70" N, and longitude is 24°90'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 495 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Calbor was first recorded as the village of Caldenbaten in 1488 and as a
municipality of Schenker chair. At this time there were 26 families living in the
village. The village was destroyed in the fifteenth century by the Turks and
abandoned by the Saxons. Calbor was then inhabited by Romanians near the end of
the fifteenth century. In 1657 Calbor was recorded as paying taxes to the Saxons
under the privileges accorded to them by the Turks. A population count in 1733
recorded 169 families living in Calbor. Presently, the Romanian Orthodox village
church is built on the site of the original Saxon structure. Only remnants remain of
the original structure.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 1934: 171, 174; Berger, 1894: 65; Fabini, 1998: 327;
Kopeczi, 2001: 108; Lenk, 1839a: 192; Wagner, 1977: 364

Fig. 1.12.1: View of the
Romanian Orthodox church at
Calbor built over the remains of
the original Saxon church.
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1.13. SITE NAME: Cata

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Katzendorf, Kazenderf, Kaca

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Cata is located 8 kilometers northeast of Reps along the Hamrudner

River. Cata’s latitude is 46°08'30" N, and longitude is 25°26'70" E. Elevation is

approximately 432 meters above sea level. The church is located in the center of the

village along the main street.

CONTENT: Cata is first mentioned around 1400 and designated as a village under

the control of Reps. Numerous records attest to the importance of Cata through the

fifteenth century including a decision of the Saxon Nation to use Cata as a center of

teaching. The village was burned in 1658 by the Turks but rebuilt immediately

afterward.

The church and bell tower date from the thirteenth century in the form of a
Romanesque building with bell tower. The present church has been continually altered
since the fifteenth century. The original fortified structure was built after the church
and had one wall some 8 meters high with four towers surrounding the complex. A
second wall was built in stages in the seventeenth century. As the church compound
developed, wooden defensive fortifications were replaced by stone. By 1677 a
chapter house was built in the southeast corner outside the outer precinct wall and then
incorporated into it as a tower. In the later seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries
the second wall enclosed the chapter house tower and a newly built school. The
northeast outer wall was dismantled in the 1854 and a new school was built using the
bricks from the wall. In 1936-37 the last alterations occurred when the church built a
community center by clearing away the east side of the outer precinct wall.
REFERENCES: Anonymous, 1909: 195; Anonymous, 1911: 420; Fabini, 1998: 333-
5; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 36; Kroner, 2003: 158; Vatasianu, 1959: 574

Fig. 1.13.1: View of Cata including the main defensive towers and the Donjon bell tower of the
church with battlements and walkways.
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Fig. 1.13.2: (Left) view of Cata main defensive tower.
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Fig. 1.13.3: (Above) schematic overview of the complex.
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Fig. 1.13.4: View of Cata from the exterior with precinct wall and defensive tower.
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1.14. SITE NAME.: Cincsor

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Klein-Schenk, Kli-Schink, Kissink

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Cincsor is located 3 kilometers north of Voila and 9 km south of Cincul
Mare or GroBschenk in the Altau valley. Cincsor’s latitude is 45°83'30" N, and
longitude is 24°83'30" E. Elevation is approximately 406 meters above sea level. The
church in the center of the village along the main street.

CONTENT: Cincsor traces its history back to between 1332 and 1335 when it was
first noted in a tax list from the Vatican. Cincsor was next documented in 1434 by the
Székely. The village was devastated on several occasions and was completely burned
down by Michael the Brave in 1599. Throughout the 1700s, Cincsor remained a poor
community suffering from taxes and with a large number of poor people. In the
twentieth century, the remains of a Roman military camp were found near the village;
in 1912 archaeologists discovered Roman coins, clay tiles and oil lamps; Roman
building materials were also discovered in the walls of the church.

The Cincsor church and bell tower originated in the second half of the thirteenth
century. Built as a defendable church in the Romanesque-style, Cincsor’s bell tower
was built with what the Germans refer to as a tower projectile loft or TurmgeschoB.
Alterations made in the 1450s installed wooden walks around the battlements and
parapets. As reported by Wagner, alterations and repairs were continuous with
inscriptions on the south side of the bell tower indicating repairs in 1421, 1647, 1761,
1840 and 1861.

The fortress complex is in the shape of an irregular polygon with an inner and outer
precinct wall averaging between 6.0 and 7.0 meters in height. The walls contain some
of the best preserved wooden battlement walks remaining in Transylvania. The outer
precinct wall was built in the sixteenth century along the southwest side with the
battlement walkways finished in 1637. The complex has four towers with the original
entrance next to the west tower barbican designed as a heavily protected single entry.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 384-6; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 24; Kroner, 2003: 54

Fig. 1.14.1:
View of
Cincsor
including the
outer
precinct wall,
west inner
defensive
tower, church
tower and
barbican
entrance.
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Fig. 1.14.2: View of Cincsor including the north and east defensive towers.

Fig.1.14.3: View of Cincsor including the outer precinct wall, south inner defensive tower (center),
church tower and outer defensive tower.
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Fig. 1.14.5: Drawing of the interior side of
the south tower shown in Figure 1.14.3.
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1.15. SITE NAME: Cincul Mare

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Gross-Schenk, Nagysink

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Cincul Mare is located 75 kilometers east of Brasov along highway

E68, approximately 11 kilometers northwest of Fagaras. The latitude is 45°91'70" N,

and the longitude is 24°80'00" E. FElevation is approximately 464 meters above sea

level. The church is in the center of the village.

CONTENT: The original settlement was named Bulla in 1296, and Also-Fels6bolya,

in 1394. Cincul Mare has one of the largest churches in Transylvania. The original

church from the Middle Ages is mostly gone. Only the church’s redoubt remains

from the original building. In 1858 the Catholics initially built a small Chapel and in

1884 they constructed the present church, which later became the local chaplaincy and

parish for the village. The medieval outer wall was torn down in 1884. The church

still retains the original 12 meter inner wall surrounding it but the church itself has

been extensively altered since the 1800s. The extant inner surrounding precinct wall

was built in the fifteenth century.

At Cincul Mare (Gross-Schenk) the citadel church has a beautiful altarpiece of
sculpted and polychrome wood. Its tempera paintings were created by a workshop in
Sibiu. A small intermediate panel depicts various saints. An inscription on the central
panel dates the paintings to 1521. While not impressive in terms of size, Cincul
Mare’s church altarpiece is probably the best surviving in Transylvania from the
medieval period. Currently, there are no Saxons remaining in Cincul Mare and the
village population is now 90% Romanian and 10% Roma population.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 243-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 25; Kroner, 2003: 82,
123; Untch, 1994: 25-31

Fig. 1.15.1: (Left) view from the southwest of the main
church tower with defense bastion and inner precinct
wall visible.
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Fig.1.15.2: (Right) Cincul Mare schematic.
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1.16. SITE NAME: Cobor

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kiewern, Kébor

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Cobor is located 4 kilometers northwest of Deutschtekes along the

Tekeser stream. Today, Cobor remains isolated with only one unpaved road leading in

from Deutschtekes. The latitude of Cobor is 45°95'00" N, and the longitude is

25°05'00" E. Elevation is approximately 503 meters above sea level. The church is

north east of the center of the village commanding the high ground.

CONTENT: King Andreas II first mentions Cobor in 1206. He refers to Cobor as the

mansion ‘Cowomh’ owned by one Johannes Latinus. The village and church has been

inhabited periodically since 1206. Cobor was abandoned in 1530 by the Saxons and

from 1530 to 1541 the village was inhabited by the Székely. The Saxons re-occupied

the village and by 1640 some 73 farmers inhabited Cobor

The church dates from the 1400s and was built as a Gothic hall-style church some
39 meters long and 11 meters wide. The church sustained heavy damage from a fire in
1802 and was substantially rebuilt afterward.

The fortress complex is rectangular with one precinct wall approximately 4 meters
high. The complex originally had three towers in the northwest, southwest and
southeast corners of the complex. The south west tower was destroyed in 1900. The
towers protrude outward from the precinct walls between 7 and 8 meters.
REFERENCES: Anonymous, 1909: 437; Fabini, 1998: 351-3; Zimmermann, 1892: 8

Fig. 1.16.1: Schematic view of Cobor Church including the positioning of the towers and church.
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1.17. SITE NAME: Codlea

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Zeiden, Zuidn, Feketehalom

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Codlea is located 17 kilometers west northwest of Brasov along the

Codlea stream. The latitude of Codlea is 45°70'00" N, and the longitude is 25°45'00"

E. Elevation is approximately 540 meters above sea level. The church is in the center

of the village

CONTENT: Codlea is first recorded in 1265 under King Stephen IV. The village has

a history of being fought over, first the Hungarians in 1331 after failing to swear

allegiance to the King; then, the village was burned in 1335 by the Mongols and again

in 1421 by the Turks; Vlad Tepes attempted unsuccessfully to burn the village down

in 1456. By 1510 Codlea had a population of 142 landlords, 21 widows, 6 poor

people, 4 millers, 16 shepherds, 2 servants, a bell ringer and a school master. Again in

1530, the Turks destroyed the village and then in 1611 Gabriel Bathori destroyed the

village. The Turks again laid siege to the complex in 1688 but were unsuccessful in

taking the complex. The Plague arrived in 1660 and again in 1718 killing a total of

some 983 persons.

The church was originally built as a Romanesque structure dating from the
thirteenth century. It was converted into a Gothic-hall style in the early fifteenth
century. The church choir (16.5 x 7 m) had firing ports or ‘abschluss’ installed and a
massive donjon bell tower was built in 1703.

The fortress complex is rectangular with one precinct wall built in 1432
approximately 8 to 10 meters high and some 1 to 2 meters wide. The wall had casting
oriels built into the wall throughout. Originally, a moat was constructed around the
complex but this was filled in the early twentieth century.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 827-30; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 45; Istrate, 2006:
40250.01; Kréner, 2003: 64; Teutsch, 1862: 229; Zimmermann, 1892: 96

Fig. 1.17.1: SE view of wall and Fig. 1.17.2: Codlea from the south with the tower and
Wagnerturm tower with a mono-pitch roof. wall (including oriels) visible.
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Fig. 1.17.3: Schematic view from the complex and side view of the defensive walls.
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1.18. SITE NAME: Crihalma

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Konigsberg, Kirdlyhalma

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Crihalma remains an isolated village located 8 kilometers southwest
of Ungra along the west bank of the Olt river. The latitude of Crihalma is 45°91'70"
N, and the longitude is 25°20'00" E. Elevation is approximately 436 meters above
sea level. The church dominates the center of the village.

CONTENT: The first documentary mention of the village is in 1396 with a notation
that the king loaned the village to a Hungarian noble. Around 1400 the village
consecrated a church tax or steuer for the chapter. In 1432 possession of the village
was returned to the Saxons and specifically to Andreas's von Burgberg.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 401-2; Giindisch, 1983a: 465; Miiller, 1906: 165;
Teutsch and Teutsch, 1899a: 187; Werner, 1900: 165
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1.19. SITE NAME: Cristian
ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): GroBau, Grisaa, Kereszténysziget
COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov
SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque
LOCATION: Cristian is located seven kilometers southeast of Brasov along
highway E577 in the direction of Pitesti. Cristian’s latitude is 45°61'70" N, longitude
is 25°46'70" E. Elevation is approximately 624 meters above sea level. The church
utilizes the security of the bend of the Cibin River and within the village is protected
from three sides and commands observation of the surrounding countryside in all
directions.
CONTENT: Cristian is first mentioned in 1223 but most probably was settled
between 1141 and 1161 under King Géza Il of Hungary. The present-day church of
Cristian incorporates a Romanesque basilica dedicated to St. Servatius in the
thirteenth century. Construction from 1472 to 1498 altered the church from
Romanesque to Gothic. All fortifications within the church were demolished at this
time. The extant double surrounding precinct wall with square defense towers were
rebuilt between 1500 and 1515. The village was burned in 1658 after attacks from
the Turks but the church survived. The plague arrived between 1720 and 1740 and
Cristian declined from approximately 175 farmsteads to 63. In 1737 new arrivals as
refugees from the Counter-Reformation settled and began to rebuild Cristian.
Starting in 1740, the Baroque-style was introduced in the interior of the church along
with modifications of the main tower. In January 1945, some 350 local Saxon
farmers were detained and then deported to the Soviet Union as enemies of the State.
Those that were able to, began returning in 1953. Under the early Socialist
government and then Ceaugescu, the Saxons lost their citizenship and lands. By
2003 some 42 Saxons remained out of an original 3,500 in 1945.

The last restoration work was carried out in 1972 by assistance of the Federal
Republic of Germany and the Romanian Government. Currently, ownership of the
church resides with a small number of Saxon families.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 218-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 43; Henning, 1940:
7-13; Oprescu, 1961: 24; Wagner, 2001: 181; Weingértner, 1988: 31-8

e

Fig. 1.19.1:
View of the
exterior of
the precinct
wall with
mono pitch
defensive
towers and
oriels.
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Figure 1.19.2: Schematic of the Cristian church complex.



David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 34

;T rs’ -, .,,__,,,_,__
= -—-——-w“
L AN ‘
b H “* » '&nq“!

Fig. 1.19.3: (Above)
view of the interior of
the precinct wall with
walkways and casting
oriels built into the
wall.

Fig. 1.19.4: (Right)
exterior of the
precinct wall
including the mono-
pitch roof tower.
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1.20. SITE NAME: Crit

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Deutsch-Kreuz, Detschkrets, Szaszkeresztar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Crit is located 31 kilometers southeast of Sighisoara along highway E

60 in the direction of Brasov. Crit’s latitude is 46°11'70" N, longitude is 25°01'70" E.

Elevation is approximately 536 meters above sea level. The church utilizes high

ground in the village and commands observation of the surrounding countryside in all

directions.

CONTENT: In 1322 the Kerzer abbey or Cruz is mentioned in local records. In 1418

the king authorized privileges and patronage rights for the abbey. The abbey was

dissolved in 1474 by King Matthias and by 1500 the village population contained 60

farmers, one school rector, four shepherds and three poor people. Records of the

plague indicate that 77 persons died in 1678.

The first mention of the church itself is in 1466 and indications are that it had a bell
tower without battlements or walk ways along with a low choir. The church was
leveled in 1810 in preparation of building the new church. Between 1810 and 1813
the new church was built, unfortified in the classical style.

The fortress complex is oval with two precinct walls between 7 and 8 meters high.
The walls contain casting oriels throughout. Five defensive towers are incorporated
into the walls with the south tower built as the gate tower. The complex was repaired
in 1909 but in 1925 the south tower and in 1955 the north-east tower collapsed. Only
the north east tower was rebuilt in 1957.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 67; Fabini, 1998: 133-6; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 30;
Giindisch, 1983a: 68, 70, 72; Kroner, 2003: 49; Zimmermann, 1892: 358

Fig. 1.20.1: (Left) view of the Crit church and the precinct
wall with three towers.
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Fig. 1.20.2: (Right) schematic
overview of the complex.
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1.21. SITE NAME: Dacia

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Stein, Ste, Garat

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Dacia is located 7 kilometers west of Reps along the Reps to Fagaras
highway. Dacia’s latitude is 46°01'70" N, longitude is 25°15'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 452 meters above sea level. The church is in the center of the village
astride the main highway.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence of Dacia is in 1309 when members of
the village were in a dispute with the Weilenburger Bishop. By 1640 Dacia had a
population of 82 farm families and 12 settlers. The Turks attacked the village in
1658 and the villagers saved themselves by taking refuge in the church fortress. By
1664 the village was reduced to 49 farmers, 4 settlers and 11 widows. Records
indicate that the village possessed 170 horses and no oxen.

The Church of St. Nicolas dates from the thirteenth century in the form of a
Romanesque basilica. The church was converted in to a fortified church structure
around 1500. The west bell tower was built when the church was fortified and has
been destroyed on several occasions, first in 1738 and again in 1802 due to an
earthquake. The current tower dates from 1842. When the tower was rebuilt, the
remains of a Roman road were discovered.

The fortress complex was begun in the 1500s and is the form of an irregular square
oval with two precinct walls. In the four corners there were towers with pyramid
roofs and in the north wall a tower with mono-pitch roof. Recently, the southwest
walls and tower were cleared for the construction of a school and community hall.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 709-11; Zimmermann, 1892: 240

Fig. 1.21.1: North tower of Dacia’s
outer wall.
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1.22. SITE NAME: Daisoara
ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Dahl, Long6dar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Daisoara is located 10 kilometers southwest of Rupea in the Alto
Valley. Daisoara’s latitude is 45°96'70" N and longitude is 25°15'00" E. Elevation
1s approximately 509 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Daisoara is first mentioned around 1400 and periodically for the next
100 years as it was transferred between the family members of Franz of Salzburg.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 124; Giindisch, 1989: 126; Lenk, 1839a: 438;
Wagner, 1977: 286

1.23. SITE NAME: Dopca
ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Dopich, Datk
COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov
SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / no

church
LOCATION: Dopca is located 3 kilometers east southeast of Rupea. Dopca’s
latitude is 45°98'30" N and longitude is 25°38'30" E. Elevation is approximately 481
meters above sea level.
CONTENT: The village is first documented in 1235 in a speech. It was abandoned
by the Saxons in 1241. The Mongols completely destroyed it and afterward the
surviving villagers abandoned the village and sought refuge in nearby Rupea. The
Hungarians have lived in the village since and continue today.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 154
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1.24. SITE NAME: Driuseni

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Draas, Dras, Homordddaroc

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Drauseni is located 55 kilometers northeast of Brasov near Rupea.
Drauseni’s latitude is 46°13'30" N and longitude is 25°30'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 460 meters above sea level. The church utilizes the high ground within
the village, providing long range observation of the surrounding countryside in all
directions.

CONTENT: Drauseni is first noted in 1224 in the Andreanum manuscript. The
village was called Homordddaroc and was established as a Székely not Saxon
settlement. The village was noted as the east side of “King’s earth”, referring to the
border of the Hungarian Kingdom.

Between 1235 and 1238, the Székely population fled and the Saxon settlers took
over the village and church. The original church was rebuilt after the Saxons settled, in
1240. In 1494 the Saxons recorded that eleven forint was paid to build the “structura
ecclesiae Draws”. This was for repair and reconstruction work on the present church
after it was partially destroyed in a fire in 1494. The Saxons enclosed the nave, walled
up the arcades of the nave and, according to Léstyan, “installed a semicircular
occlusion in the sanctuary”. The Saxons used the Byzantine style of building in case of
the side sanctuary (as also found at Kisprazsmas and Akos). Along the west side of the
church the Saxons began to fortify the church by building a four story tall tower in the
12 meter high precinct wall.

The interior of the church has similarities to churches being built at Jak in the
Hungarian style. Probably the masters from Jak worked first at Gyulafehérvar, and
after that at Dar6c with the building style then spreading to Transylvania and the Saxon
community.

Currently, the church is abandoned as the village has no Saxon population and the
ownership of the church resides with Romanian authorities.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 155-8; Kopeczi, 2001: 251, 316, 551, 559; Kroner,
2003: 157-8, 194; Markus and Markus, et al., 1977: 10-5; Oprescu, 1961: 63; Szaktilla,
1994: 1-10

Fig. 1.24.1:
Schematic
view from
the north of
the complex
showing the
stages of
building.
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Fig. 1.24.2: (Above left) view from the north of the ruined defensive tower, wall and church.

Fig. 1.24.3: (Above right) schematic of the church complex.

Bauphasen (Building Phases)
B ccsee  (First)
MM zweice (Second)

Fig. 1.24.4: Outline of the original pre-Saxon church superimposed on the Saxon church of c. AD
1240.
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1.25. SITE NAME: Dumbravita

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Schnakendorf, Szunyogszék

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Dumbravita is located is 26 kilometers northwest of Bragov 2 km east
of highway E68 and 9 km north of Codlea. Dumbravita’s latitude is 45°76'70" N and
longitude is 25°43'30" E. Elevation is approximately 538 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Dumbravita was first recorded as ‘Bodda’ in 1470. In 1599 the troops of
Michael the Brave burned Dumbravita. In 1683 Dumbravita was burned again by an
arsonist. In 1721 the village consisted of some 69 families. The present Orthodox
church is built on the foundations of the earlier Saxon church. The original Saxon
church was believed to be a hall-style church but this cannot be confirmed at the
present time. Currently, no Saxon families live in Dumbravita and nothing remains of
the original Saxon settlement

REFERENCES: Besliu, 1983-92: 143815.02; Fabini, 1998: 672; Giindisch, 1987:
468; Nussbicher, 2000: 37, 42, 55

Fig. 1.25.1: (Left) view of the Dumbravita
Orthodox Church.
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Fig. 1.25.2: (Right) view of the tower details.
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1.26. SITE NAME: Fagaras

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Fogarasch, Fogaras

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Saxon village with nearby fortress refuge / village with
Saxon fortified complex remnant / Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Fagaras is along highway E68 some 77 kilometers east of Sibiu and 56
kilometers west of Brasov The town is south of the Olt river. The church is north of
the market place and east of the fortress. Fagaras’s latitude is 45°85'00" N and
longitude is 25°96'70" E. Elevation is approximately 416 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The fortress of Fagaras was established in 1150. In 1222, king Andreas
II noted Fagaras as a Romanian place. Fagaras is again noted in 1224 in conjunction
with the forests of the Pechnegs. In 1397 Fagaras was for the first time referred to as a
village. In the fifteenth century Fagdras was noted as a market village. In 1434
Fagaras was the center of a Romanian peasant rebellion. In 1471, King Matthias
loaned Fagaras to the Saxons and in 1657 Féagaras established a Romanian school.
Fagaras was besieged by the Turks in 1661 and in 1723 the first evangelist church was
built. The Saxons again received Fagaras as part of the Saxon nation in 1765. By
1920, Fagaras consisted of 2900 Romanians, 1500 Hungarians, 967 Germans, 457 Jews
and 28 others.

The current Fagaras evangelical church in 1841 was established on the original
wooden church of 1723. It is a hall church with small rectangular choir.

REFERENCES: Cantacuzino and Hasfalean, 1986-7: 40287.04; Fabini, 1998: 188-90;
Giindisch, 1983a: 523, 532; Giindisch, 2001b: 33-5; Miiller, 1906: 191; Zimmermann,
1892: 20

Fig. 1.26.1: Outline of the Fagiras Evangelical Church of 1841 built over the Saxon church of 1723.
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1.27. SITE NAME: Feldioara

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Felber, Foldvar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Feldioara is located 7 kilometers east of Cirta 1 kilometer off of the E68
highway. Feldioara’s latitude is 45°81'70" N and longitude is 25°60'00" E. Elevation
is approximately 494 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence listing Feldioara was in 1322. The name
may derive from the old Saxon word for the Pechnegs or Falben. In the 14™ and 15"
centuries, Feldioara was Saxon but eventually became known as Romanian
Knesendorf. In 1630 the population of Feldioara was recorded as having 14 families
but by 1721 there were some 139 families living in Feldioara.

The present church was built in 1955 on the foundations of the prior church after it
was demolished by the government.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 191; Mittelstral3, 1961b: 90; Wagner, 1977: 358

Fig. 1.27.1: View of the Feldioara abandoned Fig. 1.27.2: View of the Feldioara tower from
church. the north.
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1.28. SITE NAME: Feldioara

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Marienburg im Biirzenland, Foldvar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Saxon village with nearby fortress refuge / village with
fortified church in a fortified complex / Romanesque

LOCATION: Feldioara is 20 kilometers north of Brasov on the banks of the Alto
River. A large ruined fortress lies east of the fortified church complex. The church is
astride the main road on the east side of the village. Feldioara’s latitude is 45°80'00" N
and longitude is 24°68'30" E. Elevation is approximately 392 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In a 1240 document, King Béla IV provided some churches for patronage
and income to the Cistercian Order in Biirzenland. In these documents, Feldioara,
Sinpetru, Harmon, and Prejmer were turned over to the Cistercians. In 1379 King
Ludwig granted Feldioara the right to hold a market on Thursdays and in 1380 he
granted the right of asylum and sanctuary for the area within the precinct wall of the
church. In 1424 King Sigismund visited Feldioara and in 1432 Feldioara was damaged
by a Turkish attack. By 1510 Feldioara had a population of 158 land owners, 12
widows, 6 poor widows, 9 poor Land owners, 13 shepherds and 2 millers. In 1599 the
troops of Michael the Brave burned Feldioara down. Feldoara was burned in
successive attacks in 1612, 1658 and in 1690. The last major attack was in 1848 by the
Székely in which much of the village was burned.

The church and bell tower date from the thirteenth century and were built in the
Romanesque style. A Gothic-style choir was added at the beginning of the fifteenth
century and the bell tower was altered at the beginning of the eighteenth century. In
1838 the church was damaged in an earthquake By 1975 repairs were being carried out
using concrete and in 1978 the church suffered damage from another earthquake.

The fortress complex began in the 1200s and included both the church compound
and the nearby fortress. The German knights of the Teutonic Order established the
chapter house west of the church overlooking the fortress. After the expulsion of the
Order, the Saxons began fortifying the church complex. A circular precinct wall was
begun in 1380 around the church. The wall was completed in 1420. Four towers were
built in the precinct walls in each of the cardinal directions. The earthquake of 1838
destroyed the church and walls of the complex. In 1992 Dr. Radu Popa last excavated
the site confirming the location of the wall and chapter house.

REFERENCES: Capatana, 1999: 40964.11, 05; Cringaci, 2004: 227-9; Fabini, 1998:
445-8; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 39; Ionita, 1998: 40964.05, 11; Ionita and Marcu,
1999: 42138.02; Konig, 2001: 121-2; Kroner, 2003: 144; Zimmermann, 1892: 528

Fig. 1.28.1: View of
the Feldioara
church complex
(Left) and the
fortress (Right)
from the open
fields.
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Fig. 1.28.2: Schematic of the fortress complex.

Fig. 1.28.3: View of the Feldioara fortress complex.

Fig. 1.28.4: View of the
interior Feldioara fortress
wall with shooting oriels.
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Fig. 1.28.5: (Left) view of the
Feldioara church complex and
remaining precinct wall of the
church.

Fig. 1.28.6: (Right) view of the Feldioara church
with defensive roof structures.

Fig. 1.28.7: (Below) view of the Feldioara church
with on high ground surrounding the area.
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1.29. SITE NAME: Felmer

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Felmern, Filmern, Feimér

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Felmer is 14 kilometers from Fagéras on the banks of the Alto River.
The church is in the center of the village. Felmer’s latitude is 45°93'30" N and
longitude is 25°01'70" E. Elevation is approximately 577 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Felmer was first noted in 1206 as ‘Mansion Welmer’ in a document of
King Andreas II. By 1500 Felmer had grown to a population of 34 landlords, one
schoolmaster and two poor people. In 1658 Felmer was attacked and mostly destroyed
by the Turks. A cholera epidemic in 1848 killed 112 Saxons, 58 Romanians and
Gypsies.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built in the Romanesque style.
The church was fortified around 1500 with brickwork and battlements. The Bell tower
was rebuilt in 1795 and then rebuilt in 1866.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s in the shape of a polygon incorporating a
single precinct wall with three defensive towers with pyramid roofs. After the
construction of the tower in 1795 the precinct wall was taken down along the west and
south side of the church. A school was built on the south side of the church in the early
nineteenth century. Today the church is being pilfered for building materials.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Zimmermann, 1892: 8); (Fabini, 1998: 184-6

Fig. 1.29.1: View of the abandoned church complex and chapter house being dismantled for building
materials.




David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to the 16th Centuries 47

1.30. SITE NAME: Fiser

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Schweischen, S6vénység

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Figer is 8 kilometers northwest of Rupea along Highway E 60 between
Sighisoara and Brasov. The fortifed church of Fiser is situated on a steep mountain
slope overlooking the village and the valley. The church is outside of the village and
towering above it. Fiser’s latitude is 46°06'70" N and longitude is 25°15'00" E.
Elevation is approximately 549 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Fiser first appeared in 1335 in a guild listing. By 1500 some 49
landlords, one schoolmaster and three shepherds lived there. The Turks burned Fiser in
1605 and by 1695 some 13 home sites remained abandoned.

The church dates from the early 1500s and was built as a tower-less hall church. In
1515 the church was fortified and two battlements and walkways were added. In 1862
a bell tower was added and built in as part of the precinct walls. The battlements were
removed in 1894 when the church was remodeled.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s in the shape of an irregular oval. Part of
complex has an inner precinct wall in the south and west. The inner precinct wall
maintains a height between 4 and 6 meters and contains two towers, one in the north
and one in the east. The towers are between 7 and 11 meters high and have pyramidal
roofs.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 688-9; Fabritius, 1875: 314; Kroner, 2003: 154, 158

Fig. 1.30.1: View of Saxon farm buildings incorporating medieval walls surviving to the modern
era.
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1.31. SITE NAME: Galati

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Galatz, Galac

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Galati is now incorporated within the city limits Fagaras on the north
bank of the river. Galati’s latitude is 45°85'00" N and longitude is 24°97'70" E.
Elevation is approximately 416 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence of Galati is as an aristocracy possession
in 1396. In fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, Saxons inhabited the village but by the
1600s Galati had become a Romanian village. Today, there are no visible Saxon
remains in the village but wall foundations are evident.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 198-9; Wagner, 1977: 288; Zimmermann, 1892: 165
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1.32. SITE NAME: Ghimbav

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Weidenbach, Vidombak

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Ghimbav is 9 kilometers west of Brasov along Highway E 68 toward
Sibiu. The fortifed church of Ghimbav is situated in the south west section of the
village on level ground. Ghimbav’s latitude is 45°66'70" N and longitude is 25°50'00"
E. Elevation is approximately 557 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Ghimbav dates from 1342 when the village appeared in a deed. In a 1413
document recorded in Brasov, money was donated for the Ghimbav chapel. By 1421
king Sigismund gave Ghimbav to Brasov along with other villages to coordinate
defense against the Turkish threat. By 1510 Ghimbav’s population consisted of 133
landlords, 11 widows, 2 settlers, 10 poor people, 6 shepherds, a miller, a schoolmaster
and a bell ringer. In 1586 Ghimbav burned down in an accidental fire and again in
1599 Michaels the Brave burned the village. From 1602 through 1629 Ghimbav
suffered occupation and sieges continuously. On several occasions Ghimbav suffered
fires and destruction. In 1658 the Turks attacked Ghimbav capturing the village and
plundering the fortified church complex. Of the 909 persons captured, some 202 were
eventually released.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built as an early Romanesque
church. There were two chapels flanking the choir and a clock tower incorporated into
the church. By the 1500s the church was rebuilt in the Gothic-style and fortified. The
church was completely destroyed in the 1658 uprising. In 1902 the bell tower had its
military fortifications removed: the 19 meter tower equipped with archer shooting
niches was bricked up and the roof redesigned in a pyramidal style. A fire destroyed
the timber frame roof in 1976 but restoration was completed by the next year.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s in the shape of a polygon incorporating a
single precinct wall with five defensive towers containing four to five firing ports and a
mono-pitch roof protruding from the wall. A water moat was dug around the walls and
a strong point barbican and drawbridge provided the entrance. The precinct wall some
1.5 to 2 meters in width contained a covered walkway and battlements. In 1876 the
moat was filled in and the city hall was built over the barbican entrance of the complex.
In the 1940s, the interior storage sheds or kennels were cleared away.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 785-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 44; Giindisch, 1983a:
148; Horwath, 1929b: 137-9; Zimmermann, 1892: 522

Fig. 1.32.1: Ghimbav church
complex with dual mono-
pitched towers built into the
extant medieval wall.
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Fig. 1.32.2: Schematic of the fortress complex.

Fig. 1.32.3: Ghimbav church showing the stages of building with the original Romanesque form and
Gothic alterations.
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1.33. SITE NAME: Grinari

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Mukendorf, Nagy-Moha

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Grinari is 6 kilometers northwest of Lovnic and 5 kilometers south of
Mesendorf. The isolated village is accessible via a dirt track from Lovnic or from
Mesendorf. Grinari’s access turn off from Highway E 60 between Sighisoara and
Bragov is at Crif. Grinari’s latitude is 46°03'30" N and longitude is 24°96'70" E.
Elevation is approximately 514 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Grinari is first cited in 1289 when a noble named Graef Petrus sold
something to the village of Grinari or Mukendorf. In 1811 Grinari appears as a
municipality of Rupea.

The reformed church in Grinari exists on the foundations of an earlier church. No
information is available of this earlier church. A small chapel exists south of the
church but has not been studied and no definitive information exists as to age or origin.
The village architecture remains Saxon and visual inspection of the chapel indicates
that is may have been part of the Saxon church complex.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 505; Miiller-Langenthal, 1935: 41; Zimmermann,
1892: 165
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1.34. SITE NAME: Halchiu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Heldsdorf, Hélrsdref, Holtovény

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex / Gothic

LOCATION: Halchiu is 3 kilometers west of Highway E 60 some 12 kilometers north
of Bragov toward Sighisoara. The fortifed church is situated in the center of the village
on level ground next to the village stream. Halchiu’s latitude is 45°76'70" N and
longitude is 25°55'00" E. Elevation is approximately 514 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Halchiu translates into English as ‘Hero Village’ and dates back to 1377
when it is documented as a royal privilege. Halchiu, based on the privilege, was
obligated to serve Brasov and the king. By 1510 Halchiu’s population consisted of 100
landlords, 4 widows and poor people, a Miller, a servant, a school master, 5 shepherds
and a bell ringer. In 1599 the troops of Michael the Brave attacked Halchiu on six
occasions. The troops finally succeeded and plundered the church and burned the
village down. The Turks burned the village down in 1658 along with the other villages
in the area and in 1705 and 1708 the village is again plundered by outside forces.
Records indicated that between 1718 and 1719 some 552 villagers died from the
plague.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built as an early Gothic
church. Stone masons revamped the church in the 1500s but in 1802 the church was
destroyed in an earthquake. The choir was saved but much of the rest of the building
was destroyed. A new church was built in 1807 and repaired in 1926. The bell tower
was built at the beginning of the fourteenth century and fortified in the early 1500s
with casting oriels and a wooden walk along the battlements.

The fortress complex began in the 1435 when an inner precinct wall in the shape of a
polygon incorporating two defensive towers of which one was a chapel was built.
Later the outer precinct wall in the shape of a rectangle incorporating four defensive
towers and a moat was built. By 1864 the moat was filled in and in 1895 the outer
precinct wall and towers were demolished.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 278-82; Horwath, 1929b: 127; Kopeczi, 2001: 559,
561; Kroner, 2003: 85, 154; Teutsch, 1862: 229
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Fig. 1.34.1: Halchiu church with Choir Fig. 1.34.2: Church with tower and remaining
sidewalls. casting oriels in place.

‘

Fig. 1.34.3: Halchiu church Gothic
doorway with remaining elements.
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1.35. SITE NAME: Halmeag
ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Halmagen, Halmagy
COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov
SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Halmeag is 18 kilometers east of Fagaras and is some 6 kilometers
north of Sercaia and highway E 68. The fortifed church is situated in the center of the
village on the high ground near the bank of the OIlt River. Halmeag’s latitude is
45°86'70" N and longitude is 25°11'70" E. Elevation is approximately 438 meters
above sea level.
CONTENT: In 1211, King Andreas II gave Halmeag to the Teutonic Knights in a
charter. Halmeag became the boundary of the knights’ possessions. In 1471 Halmeag
is again noted when it is given to Brasov. By 1500 Halmeag had a population of 20
landlords, 3 shepherds and a school master. By 1640 the population increased to some
95 landlords and in 1683 the village was burned by an arsonist.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built in the Cistercian Gothic-
style; a chapter house was added with a clock tower in the 1500s. The only remains of
the fortifications are the cemetery wall, chapter house and entrance gate tower.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998: 259-61; Kroner, 2003: 49, 157,
Zimmermann, 1892: 12

r

Fig. 1.35.1: (Above left) Hilmeag church with gothic
choir style typical of the Cistercians.

Fig. 1.35.2: (Above right) Hilmeag church clock tower built into the outer precinct wall with a
modern access gate.
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1.36. SITE NAME: Harman

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Honigberg, Huntschprich, Szaszherrnany

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Héarman is located 9 kilometers north of Brasov at latitude 45°71'70" N,
longitude 25°68'30" E. Elevation is approximately 521 meters above sea level. The
church utilizes the high ground west along the E577 highway toward Sfantu Gheorghe
to provide observation of the surrounding countryside in all directions.

CONTENT: The Saxon church at Harman was dedicated to St. Nicholas and built in
the thirteenth century as a Roman basilica featuring a quadratic choir and semicircular
apse. The oldest part of the complex is the western tower built in 1290. During the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the church was rebuilt in the Gothic-style. The present
pointed-arch roofing, together with the four small corner towers dates to the sixteenth
century. The renovation of the main nave is a result of the fire of 1593. The original
defensive system of the church was made up of a circular ring wall with five bastions.
In the sixteenth century an octagonal bastion was added so the entrance leads through a
long vaulted corridor and a portcullis.

The similarity with Prejmer is striking: the precinct walls are three stories and in the
1700s the church was altered to incorporate a fortified tower; Prejmer and Harman are
only about 18 kilometers apart.

The church of Harman is walled and provisioned in a traditional German communal
style. After the Turkish invasions, the defensive philosophy was altered to include
reinforcing the outer walls, massive towers incorporated into the central nave. The
church incorporated stronghold with walls and an entrance tower around a trench. It
was this stronghold building that set the common features of the Saxon fortified
church. Harman is one of the finest examples of the style.

The last restoration work was carried out from 1959 to 1963 by the village council.
Currently ownership of the church resides with several families.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 2002: 22-8, 238, 263, 267, 301; Fabini, 1998: 305-9;
Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 41; Harrison, 2004: 131; Kroner, 2003: 144-46; Niculescu and
Motei, et al., 2005: 41097.02

Fig. 1.36.1: Schematic of the fortress
complex including entrance defenses.
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Fig. 1.36.2: (Above left) interior view of the church and domestic quarters built into the wall of the
church.

Fig. 1.36.3: (Above right) schematic of the complex with moat and drawbridge from around c. AD
1520.

Fig. 1.36.4: Exterior view of the double precinct wall at Hirman and different types of towers and
moat depression.
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1.37. SITE NAME: Hoghiz

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Warmwasser, Olthéviz

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown
LOCATION: Hoghiz is located 7 kilometers southeast of Rupea on highway E 60
between Brasov and Sighisoara. The church is situated in the center of the village on
level ground next to the village stream. Hoghiz’s latitude is 45°98'30" N and longitude
is 25°30'00" E. Elevation is approximately 465 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Hoghiz was first documented in 1235 and was a Saxon village until 1241.
After 1241 Hoghiz became a Hungarian village. By 1600 the population of Hoghiz
consisted of 36 Families and in 1721 some 101 families lived in the village. The church
is presently Unitarian with the original structure retained from the Saxon original. The
church bell dates from 1683 but all other records have been lost.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 783; Gyorffy, 1987: 197-8; Kroner, 2003: 99;
Zimmermann, 1892: 72

Fig. 1.37.1: Exterior view of the hall-type of church and single precinct wall.
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1.38. SITE NAME: Homorod

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hamruden, Homorod

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Homorod is located 4 kilometers east of Rupea north of highway E 60
some 2 kilometers. The fortified church of Homorod is situated in the center of the
village on level ground. Homorod’s latitude is 46°05'00" N and longitude is 25°26"70"
E. Elevation is approximately 469 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Homorod was first documented around 1400 in a listing of churches by
Rupea. By 1500 Homorod had a population of 68 landlords, a school master, 4
shepherds and a miller. In 1532 Homorod had been reduced to 42 landlords. A fire in
1623 completely destroyed the village and church but by 1653 the population had
increased to 118 landlords, 22 widows and 14 small peddlers. Again Homorod was
completely destroyed in 1658 by the Turks. In 1658 the Turkish Pasha was quartered
at Homorod and in 1716 some 30 persons died of typhoid fever.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built as a Romanesque church.
The initial Romanesque church was fortified and reinforced in fifteenth century with a
massive choir tower. The tower was built as the donjon of the church and is 11 meters
high. Several accompanying towers all have narrow shooting slots, walkways and
battlements. At the end of the eighteenth century a choir was built on the southern wall
of the church.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s with a double precinct wall. Unusual for
its design, the interior precinct wall is quadrilateral, some 7 to 8 meters high and has
defensive towers at all four corners. Three of the inner precinct wall towers have
inward bent mono-pitch roofs and retiring oriels in the towers. In 1657 in the
northwest corner of the wall a massive five-sided 10 meter high tower was built. The
outer precinct wall in the shape of a rectangle and has no defensive towers. The
interior space of the outer wall contains a stable for holding cattle during times of siege
and the outer wall contains shooting oriels and casting holes along the entire wall. By
the nineteenth century the east side outer wall was demolished.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 270-3; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 38; Kroner, 2003: 158;
Oprescu, 1961: 60; Teutsch, 1857: 187; Vatasianu, 1959: 579

Fig. 1.38.1: Schematic of the church
complex and building phases.
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Fig. 1.38.2: Exterior view of the fortified church complex at Homorod with defensive towers,
battlements and walkways.

Fig. 1.38.3: Exterior view of the defensive Fig. 1.38.4: Interior view of a defensive tower
towers, battlements and walkways. with covered walkways.
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1.39. SITE NAME: Ionesti

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Eisdorf, Homorodjanosfalva

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Ionesti is located 5 kilometers northeast of Drausen along the
Homorodul River. The fortified church of Ionesti is situated on the north side of the
village on high ground. lonesti’s latitude is 46°15'00" N and longitude is 25°33'30" E.
Elevation is approximately 478 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The earliest documentary evidence of lonesti is in 1334 on a published
Vatican tax list. The church dates from the fifteenth century and was built as a
Romanesque church. The fortress complex began in the 1500 with a simple precinct
wall some 3 to 4 meters high.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 171
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1.40. SITE NAME: Jibert

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Seiburg, Soeibrig, Zsiberk

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant

LOCATION: Jibert is located 14 kilometers east of Rupea along the Rupea to Fagaras
road. The fortified church remnant of Jibert is situated in the center of the village on
high ground. Jibert’s latitude is 46°00'00" N and longitude is 25°06'70" E. Elevation
is approximately 503 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first mention of Jibert is in 1289 in a document referring to a
mansion Syberg. By 1500, the village had a population of 36 landlords, 3 shepherds, a
school master and a mill. An arsonist burned the village and the church complex in
1676. The church and fortress complex was completely razed in 1836.

The original church dated from the thirteenth century and was built as a Romanesque
church with a west tower. Around 1450 the bell tower was fortified as a donjon with
battlements and walkways and shooting oriels. The tower roof was designed in a
pointed pyramid-roof style typical of the fortified structures in the area. The west
tower was torn down and the last of the fortifications and precinct walls removed in
1859. A new church was begun in 1868 and completed in 1883. Only traces remain of
the original church. The fortress complex had a partial double precinct wall with two
bastions. All that remain are partial wall foundations along the southwest side of the
church.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998: 691-3; Zimmermann, 1892: 165

Fig. 1.40.1: Exterior view of the Jibert church with the Romanesque apse.
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1.41. SITE NAME: Jimbor

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Sommerburg, Székelyzsombor

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant and nearby
fortress refuge / Unknown

LOCATION: Jimbor is located 25 kilometers northeast of Rupea along the little

Homorodul River some 8 kilometers north of Mercheasa. The fortified church of

Jimbor is situated in the north of the village. The fortress in on a hill overlooking the

village. Jimbor’s latitude is 46°10'00" N and longitude is 25°38'30" E. Elevation is

approximately 507 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence of Jimbor comes from a listing in the

years of 1385 to 1553 for ministers of the hilltop fortress. By 1500 some 38 landlords,

3 shepherds, 5 poor people live in Jimbor along with a school and a mill. In 1532

Jimbor was reduced to only 15 landlords for some unknown reason. In 1640 the

village was inhabited by 77 landlords, who possessed some 298 oxen and 14 horses.

The makeup of the village changed so that by 1652 the Saxons were a minority with 9

families, and the majority of the population was Hungarian. In 1663 soldiers attacked

the village and the villagers fled to the castle for protection. In 1779 the Hungarians

built a catholic church near to the Saxon church and by 1882 no Saxons lived in Jimbor

leaving the village Hungarian.

The fortified church complex dated from the fifteenth century and is in the form of a
Gothic-hall church. The complex has a single precinct wall in the shape of an oval
surrounding the complex with a separate bell tower next to the chapter house in the
south east side. The wall has been removed and only the bell tower, church and
chapter house remain.

The hilltop fortress was built in the late 1400s. It is in the shape of an irregular
square with a fortified gate, single defensive tower and one bastion incorporated into
the wall.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998: 705-6; Kroner, 2003: 158; Miiller,
1906: 410; Vatasianu, 1959: 613

Fig. 1.41.1: Exterior view of the Saxon fortress of Jimbor.
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1.42. SITE NAME: Krizbav

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Krebsbach, Kirzba

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Krizbav is located 7 kilometers northwest of Brasov. The village is
accessible from Feldioara some 8 kilometers to the west on highway E60. Krizbav’s
latitude is 45°81'70" N, longitude is 25°46'70" E. Elevation is approximately 567
meters above sea level. The church utilizes the high ground in the village to provide
observation of the surrounding countryside in three directions.

CONTENT: In 1410 the Székely leader Michael of Nadesch allowed Feldioara to use
the water from Krizbav in a document. The water from Krizbav was managed by the
Torzburg chapter and so by 1514 had a large population compared to the surrounding
villages. By 1526 all villagers had Hungarian names and the fate of the Saxon
population was unknown. In 1611 the village was burned by Gabriel Bathori along
with the other Biirzenland villages. Turkish troops again burned the village in 1658.
The plague struck in 1718 and 1719, killing some 537 persons here.

The fortified church and complex was razed in 1852 to make room for a new church
in the Hungarian Catholic style. No traces remain of the Saxon structures and all
records describing the complex have been lost.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 408-9; Miiller, 1906: 487

Fig. 1.42.1: Exterior view of
the Hungarian style church
built over the original
Saxon church of the
thirteenth century.
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1.43. SITE NAME: Lovnic

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Leblang, Lihwleng, Lemnek
COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / Gothic-hall
LOCATION: Lovnic is located 21 kilometers north of Fagaras along the Fagaras to
Rupea road. The fortified church remnant of Lovnic is situated in the center of the
village on level ground. Lovnic’s latitude is 45°98'30" N and longitude is 25°01'70" E.
Elevation is approximately 491 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence of Lovnic is in 1206. By 1486, Lovnic
contained a population of some 27 landlords, one schoolmaster and two shepherds.
The population had increased to 38 landlords by 1536. In 1882, a major fire destroyed
approximately 1/3 of the village. The fortified church and church complex was razed
in 1883-1884 to make way for a new church.

The fortress complex began in the 1500 with a simple precinct wall and two towers
on the northwest and northeast side of the complex. The towers were fortified with
battlements, shooting oriels and a mono-pitch roof.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998: 421-2; Zimmermann, 1892: 8

Fig. 1.43.1: Exterior view of
the 1884 church on the original
Saxon site in Lovnic.
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1.44. SITE NAME: Maierus

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Nul8bach, Nassbicb, Szaszniagyards

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Maiierus is located 31 kilometers north of Bragov along highway E 60
between Brasov and Sighisoara. The fortified church of Maierus is situated on a hill
near the center of the village. Maierus’s latitude is 45°90'00" N and longitude is
25°53'30" E. Elevation is approximately 533 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: 1377 is the first documentary evidence of Mdierus. In 1427 King
Sigismund visited Maierus and by 1510 the population of Maierus included some 59
landlords, 6 widows, one bell ringer and 4 shepherds. A fire in 1573 destroyed the
village and the village was plundered by the troops of Michael the Brave in 1599.
Again in 1611, 1658 and lastly in 1690 Maierus was plundered and sacked by foreign
troops.

The church dates from the fifteenth century and was built as a Gothic-hall church
with a bell tower approximately 12 meters high. The church was altered and enlarged
from 1549 to 1551. Again from 1791 to 1793 extensive alterations took place
including a new choir and roof.

The fortress complex began in the 1500 with a simple precinct wall of which
approximately 75% is still in existence. The walls were between 6 and 8 meters high
with walkways and shooting oriels.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 2002: 39; Fabini, 1998: 538; Horwath, 1929a: 114;
Werner, 1900: 479

Fig. 1.44.1: Exterior view of the
Maierus church from the south.
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Fig. 1.44.2: Interior view of the Maierus
church outer precinct wall and remaining
oriel.

Fig. 1.44.3: Exterior view of the Miierus
church Gothic door.
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1.45. SITE NAME: Mercheasa

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Streitforth, Streitfert, Mirkvasar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Mercheasa is located 11 kilometers northeast of Rupea along the little
Homorodul River. The fortified church of Mercheasa is situated in the center of the
village. Mercheasa’s latitude is 46°06'70" N and longitude is 25°33'30" E. Elevation
is approximately 459 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Mercheasa was first named in 1400 as Stristfordia. By 1532 it was a
municipality and had a population of 40 landlords, a schoolmaster, three shepherds,
two poor people and a mill. The village had grown and by 1653 had over 100
landlords. In 1658 Turkish troops plundered and burned Mercheasa; the plague visited
in 1661; and the Turks again burned the village in 1663.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built as the Romanesque-style
church with the choir in the center. In the fifteenth century the church was altered in
the Gothic-hall church style. The church was again renovated in 1621 and in the
nineteenth century side entrance halls were installed.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s when a 6 to 7 meter double precinct wall in
the shape of an irregular rectangle incorporating two defensive towers was built. The
wall contained shooting oriels and the towers had pyramidal-roofs. In the nineteenth
century, parts of the precinct wall were dismantled and the town hall and a school were
built. At the same time, the northwest tower was converted into a smoke house for the
village.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 717-9; Kroner, 2003: 158; Miiller, 1906: 61; Miiller,
1900: 56; Teutsch, 1857: 157

Fig. 1.45.1: Close up view of the
Mercheasa outer precinct wall
showing the casting oriels.
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Fig. 1.45.2: Exterior view of the Mercheasa church complex including the outer precinct wall and
multiple oriels.

e

Fig. 1.45.3: View of the Mercheasa church chapter house built into the outer precinct wall and its
external prop column buttresses.
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1.46. SITE NAME: Mesendorf

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Meschendorf, Meschen, Mese

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex / Gothic

LOCATION: Mesendorf is located 4 kilometers southwest from Crit in an isolated
valley. The fortified church of Mesendorf is situated east of the village center on a hill
overlooking the valley. Mesendorf*s latitude is 46°08'30" N and longitude is 24°98'30"
E. Elevation is approximately 573 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: A speech in 1289 is the first record of the village of Mesendorf. By the
1500s it had a population consisting of 58 landlords, a schoolmaster and two
shepherds. A fire destroyed Mesendorf in 1558, 1641 and again in 1755.

The church dates from the fourteenth century and was built in an early Gothic-style
with a west tower. By 1495 the bell tower was fortified with battlements, walkways
and a steep pyramid-style roof. That west portal was bricked up and over the hall and
choir shooting oriels were built. The military fortifications were removed in 1817 and
the church last renovated in 1914.

The fortress complex began in 1495 when a 6 meter fieldstone inner precinct wall in
the shape of an irregular oval incorporating one defensive tower was built. By 1550
the outer precinct wall and two towers were constructed along with a stable and
storage. The complex was restored in 1701 and in 1888 a section of the outer precinct
wall and the southeast inner precinct wall was razed to build a school. In 1958 the
southeast tower and the outer precinct wall were demolished after being declared
unsafe.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 479-82; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 31; Zimmermann,
1892: 165

Fig. 1.46.1: Exterior view of the Mesendorf church with fortified roof elements and tower including
battlements and walkways.
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Fig. 1.46.2: Schematic overview of the complex.

Fig. 1.46.3:
View of the
outer
precinct
wall
entrance
from c.
1702.
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Fig. 1.46.4: (Above left) view of the inner and outer precinct wall and defensive tower.

Fig. 1.46.5: (Above right) view of inner precinct wall and defensive tower.

=

Fig. 1.46.6: (Left) close-up view of roof defensive
structure tower.

Fig. 1.46.7: (Right) view of church tower
defensive battlement.
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1.47. SITE NAME: Palos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kénigsdorf, Palos

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Palos is located 7 kilometers northwest of Cata and 5 kilometers
southeast of Beia in an isolated valley. Palos‘s latitude is 46°11'70" N and longitude is
25°23'30" E. Elevation is approximately 462 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Palos was first noted in a 1385 listing of municipalities. It appeared in
various documents from 1385 through 1534 but has contained no Saxon population
since the late 1550s.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 402
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1.48. SITE NAME: Pardu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Mikesdorf, Paré

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Pardu is located 4 kilometers north of Sercaia off of highway E 68.
Parau‘s latitude is 45°85'00" N and longitude is 25°18'30" E. Elevation is
approximately 430 meters above sea level

CONTENT: Parau is documented for the first time in 1235 and was sacked by the
Mongols in 1242. In 1462 king Matthias Corvinus loaned Pardu to Brasov in
repayment of a debt. In 1475 the name of Parrow is mentioned as a Romanian name
and in 1496 the name of Mikesdorf is used as a Saxon name for the village. Pardu
changed names and ownership multiple times. In 1725, Brasov attempted to obtain
municipal authority over Parau for the last time.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 492; Nussbécher, 1981: 328; Zimmermann, 1892: 62

Fig. 1.48.1: View of Parau church built on the high ground overlooking the village.
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1.49. SITE NAME: Prejmer

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Tartlau, Tortein, Prazsmar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Prejmer is located 9 kilometers northeast of Brasov, latitude is

45°71'70" N, longitude is 25°76'70" E. Elevation is approximately 519 meters above

sea level. The church utilizes the high ground east along the E577 highway toward

Sfantu Gheorghe to provide long range observation of the surrounding countryside in

all directions.

CONTENT: In 1213 Prejmer is first mentioned as an outpost of the German Teutonic

Knights under King Andrew II of Hungary. Prejmer is the southeastern most German

settlement in Transylvania; along with Brasov and Harman, it formed the southern

border of the German settlements in Transylvania.

The fortified structure of Prejmer contains a cross-shaped church surrounded by 12
meter high extant double walls. These walls have a round angle layout and are
protected by stockades, water ditches, four towers and two advanced reinforcements.
Within this area, the structures supported by the precinct wall have three or four
stories; divided into 60 compartments, there are basements and 260 store houses. The
Prejmer village and surrounding farmsteads were destroyed 50 times by Mongols,
Turks, Walachens and the Cossacks. The fortified church itself was captured only
twice and never destroyed.

The last restoration work was carried out between 1964 and 1970 by the Romanian
Government. At this time, ownership of the church resides with only one remaining
Saxon family which runs the fortress as a museum and historic monument. Prejmer
along with Harmon is probably the most visited Saxon fortified church in Transylvania.
REFERENCES: Angelescu and Dobriceanu, 1964-70: 15143.01; Anonymous, 2002:
257-73; Costea, 1996: 41676.03; Costea, 2004: 41677.13; Fabini, 1998: 727-35;
Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 42; Harrison, 2004: 130-2; Kroner, 2003: 49, 104

Fig. 1.49.1: South view of the church and Fig. 1.49.2: Prejmer schematic of the church
fortification in c. AD 1530. complex fortified tower outer wall.
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Fig. 1.49.4: Interior view of the Prejmer church common areas.
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1.50. SITE NAME: Risnov

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Rosenau, Risenau, Barcarozsnyo

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Saxon village with nearby fortress refuge and village with
Saxon remnant / Romanesque

LOCATION: Risnov is 15 kilometers southwest of Brasov, latitude is 45°58'30" N,
and longitude is 25°45'50" E. Elevation is approximately 684 meters above sea level.
The lower village church is below the fortress of Risnov in the village.

CONTENT: Risnov was first noted in a document dated 1331. In 1377 Risnov joined
the 12 remaining free municipalities of the Biirzenland with Brasov. A fire in 1455
completely destroyed Risnov and by 1510 Risnov had a population of some 140
landlords, 24 Widows, 10 poor people, 4 servants, 14 shepherds and 8 poor widows. In
1513 a fire completely burned Risnov and 1600 troops under King Michael the Brave
plundered Risnov. Numerous fires and struggles engulf Risnov in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries culminating in the 1849 revolution. From 1954 to 1970 Risnov
came under the control of the Ministry of Monuments and was excavated thoroughly.

The fourteenth century fortress above the village is one of the oldest existing
fortified village sites in Europe. The complex is protected by on the average a 5 meter
precinct wall. Massive towers in the wall and a 98 meter deep well, provide protection.

The Risnov lower village church dates from 1394 and was originally in the form of a
Romanesque church. A bell tower is on the west side of the church. An 1802
earthquake damaged the tower and church. Between 1803 and 1804 repairs were made
to the complex.

The lower village fortress complex began in 1420 with a precinct wall in the shape
of a polygon. The wall and all buildings were razed in 1831 and 1832 to provide space
for a new city hall building.

REFERENCES: Costea, 1995a: 40376.08; Fabini, 1998: 616-20; Giindisch, 1983a:
112; Horwath, 1929b: 134; Istrate and Fedor, 2005: 40376.01; Kroner, 2003: 148;
Nussbédcher, 1981: 11; Rusu and Simina, et al., 1998-01: 40376.03; Werner, 1900: 479;
Zimmermann, 1892: 140

Fig. 1.50.1:
View of the
fortress
entrance gate,
precinct wall
wand defense
tower.
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Fig. 1.50.2: View of the fortress village of Risnov as seen from the village below.

Fig. 1.50.3: View of the fortress walls and defensive structures.
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1.51. SITE NAME: Roades

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Radlen, Raddein, Radosd

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex / Gothic

LOCATION: Roades is located 55 kilometers northwest of Brasov, 16 kilometers
north west of Rupea approximately one kilometer from the Sighisoara main highway.
Roades latitude is 46°11'70" N, and longitude is 25°10'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 622 meters above sea level. The church utilizes the high ground on the
west side of the village for protection as the high ground dominates the surrounding
countryside in all directions.

CONTENT: Roades is first mentioned in 1356. In 1469 the village burned down in an
accident and was granted a tax exempt status in order to rebuild. Turkish soldiers
plundered the village in 1663.

The Gothic church was constructed in 1494 on the high ground west of the village.
The main tower was expanded to five stories and a defense enclosure along the tower
added. It is surrounded by a polygonal wall and consolidated by five three-storied
towers. The circular wall is doubled at its south side. The church contained a
magnificent triptych altar made in the 1530s and is one of the best preserved altars of
the pre-Reformation Transylvania.

Since 2002, Roades has ongoing renovation work being carried out by the Mihai
Eminescu Trust. The Priests’ home next to the church included repairing the roof,
adding 28 large windows and fitting the windows with glass bought from a Medias
glass factory. Repairs on the church itself include repairing several holes in roof,
created by recent storms and drainage projects to stabilize the foundations.

Currently, ownership of the church resides with the Romanian Government as the
last Saxon Romanian family living in the village departed in 2003.

REFERENCES: Costea, 1995a: 40740.01; Fabini, 1998: 573-6; Fabritius-Dancu,
1983a: 33; Kroner, 2003: 153; Kutschera, 1985-11; Pop, 1991-35

Fig. 1.51.1: View of
the fortified church
occupying the high
ground of the
village.
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Fig. 1.51.2: Schematic overview of the complex.

Fig. 1.51.3: View of the fortified choir
walls and donjon bell tower of Roades.
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1.52. SITE NAME: Rodbav

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Rotbach, Rirbich, Nadpatak

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Rodbav is located 14 kilometers northwest of Fagaras. Rodbav’s
latitude is 45°91'70" N, and longitude is 24°86'70" E. Elevation is approximately 548
meters above sea level. The church is on a hill in the village utilizing the high ground
on the north side of the village for protection as the high ground dominates the
surrounding countryside in all directions.

CONTENT: Rodbav was first documented in 1337 in clerical writings. By 1500 some
10 landlords lived in Rodbav. In 1532 Rodbav was noted as being the smallest
municipality with 12 landlords. A three field system of planting was documented and
developed in Rodbav as the oldest in Transylvania.

The church dates from the beginning of the thirteenth century and was built in a
Romanesque column arcade church. The village and church survived the Mongol
attacks with major destruction. In the late thirteenth century the bell tower was added
to the west front of the church. In the fifteenth century the church was altered to
become a hall church and fortified: the side aisles were dismantled and over the choir
shooting oriels and battlements were installed; the west portal was bricked up and
battlements installed in the tower. In 1834 the military battlements over the choir were
dismantled and a new polygon choir built. An extensive restoration occurred between
1965 and 1973 by the Romanian Government.

The fortress complex began in 1442 after the Mongol invasion and is in the shape of
a rectangle with a single precinct wall. The precinct wall contains shooting ports and
casting oriels throughout the perimeter and one defensive tower. The tower is in the
south east and bows inward from the wall with no protective roof. In 1733 grain
storage structures were installed in the precinct wall.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 65; Binder, 1975: 121; Fabini, 1970: 69; Fabini, 1998:
610-2; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 47; Vatasianu, 1959: 65

Fig. 1.52.1:
View of the hill
top site of the
fortified
church
complex
including the
donjon bell
tower and
reinforced and
militarized
choir walls.
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1.53. SITE NAME: Rotbav

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Rothbach, Rudjebich, Szaszveresrnart

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Rotbav is located 4 kilometers north of Feldioara on highway E 68
between Brasov and Sighisoara. Rotbav’s latitude is 45°83'30" N, and longitude is
25°55'00" E. Elevation is approximately 541 meters above sea level. The church is on
the east side of the main street in the village.

CONTENT: In a 1371 court dispute, Rotbav was cited for the first time. Rotbav was
originally called Ruffa Rippa in the court documents. In 1377 Rotbav along with the
remaining 12 free municipalities formed an administrative unit with Brasov. Rotbav
was obligated to serve the King along with Brasov. In 1432 Rotbav was burned by the
Turks and in 1468 King Matthias set the Saxon border with the Székely here. By 1510
Rotbav had a population of 60 landlords, 3 widows, a miller, a school master, a bell
ringer and 5 poor people. It was burned during the 1529 civil war and again in 1600
from the troops of Michael the Brave. In 1603 the Székely plundered and burned
Rotbav so by 1621 only 35 landlords lived in the village. The Turks in 1658 and
Austrian Imperial troops in 1690 taxed and then plundered the village.

The church dates from around 1300 as a flat roofed Romanesque hall-church with a
square choir and a semicircular apse. At the beginning of the fifteenth century a bell
tower donjon was built incorporating battlements and walkways. In 1740 the choir was
altered to the baroque style and in 1977 the tower was strengthened with concrete and
renovated.

The fortress complex was begun in the 1500s over a possibly older precinct wall.
The complex is in the shape of an elongated oval with two defensive towers
incorporated into the wall. Shooting holes and casting oriels were built into the walls
at intervals along the entire course of the wall. Presently, the precinct wall is between
4 and 6 meters high. In 1898 the towers were razed along with the east section of the
wall and a school built with the materials.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 621-4; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 47; Giindisch, 1987:
318; Horwath, 1929b: 115; Vulpe and Stefan, et al., 2005-07: 40982.02; Werner, 1900:
364, 479

Fig. 1.53.1: Schematic
overview of the complex
including the unique
donjon tower with arrow
loops.
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Fig. 1.52.3: View of Rotbav (Rothbach) precinct Fig. 1.53.4: View of Rotbav (Rothbach)

wall and defensive works with donjon bell tower. precinct wall defensive works including a
casting oriel or Guflerker.
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1.54. SITE NAME: Rucir

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Ruckersdorf, Rukkor

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Rucir is located 2 kilometers north of highway E 60 on the north bank
of the Olt River. The village is 5 kilometers west of Cingor and can only be reached
via a dirt track from Cingor. Rucar’s latitude is 45°81'70" N and longitude is 24°76'70"
E. Elevation is approximately 405 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Rucar also known as "mansion Ruckeri dicta" was cited for the first time
in 1387. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the village was owned by an
individual and in 1506 Rucar became the property of the Cirta Abbey. By 1711 Rucar
had a population of 36 families and by 1721 there were 119 families recorded in the
village. The location of the original church and the fortified complex has yet to
determined at this time but appears to be sited at or near the present church.

REFERENCES: Binder, 1991: 221; Fabini, 1998: 628; Giindisch, 1983a: 469;
Werner, 1900: 609
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Fig. 1.54.1: View of Rucir village with the present church of undetermined Saxon origin.
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1.55. SITE NAME: Rupea

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Reps, Rippes, Kohalorn, Castrum Kuhoim

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Saxon village with Saxon remnant and nearby fortress
refuge / Gothic

LOCATION: Rupea is located 64 kilometers north of Brasov along highway E 60
between Bragov and Sighisoara. The fortified church of Rupea is situated in the
center of the village along the main street and the hilltop fortress of Rupea overlooks
the local in all directions. Rupea’s latitude is 46°03'30" N and longitude is 25°21'70"
E. Elevation is approximately 471 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The settlement of Rupea was first recorded in 1269 as the Kosdbach
settlement named for the nearby Kosder river. In 1324 the term ‘castrum Kuholm’ was
used for the first time to describe the hilltop fortress. Cuman raiders and a Romanian
Viovode named Thomas entered the area and attacked the village. In 1340 the Rupea
minister requested from the Bishop relief from payments due to the devastation of the
village and surrounding farmland. In 1341 the Bishop requested assistance from the
Pope for protection from Viovode Thomas. The hilltop fortress at Rupea was then
authorized, funded and then placed under the control of the Bishop.

In 1418 King Sigismund gave the fortress, village and surrounding royal lands to the
Order of the Teutonic Knights. By 1500 some 10 villages belonged to the Rupea chair
or political unit. Total population included some 808 landlords and families of which
152 lived in Rupea. In 1600 Rupea was consumed by fire and requested assistance
from Sibiu against the Romanians and the Székely.

Construction began in 1643 on two towers and a precinct wall surrounding the
village church complex. In 1658 the Turkish Army along with Romanian troops from
Walachia and Moldova attacked Rupea. Surrounding villages were burned but the
fortress held out and the Turks bypassed the fortress. In 1661 the plague struck in
Rupea killing some 638 persons. By 1784 the Rupea chair as administrative unit was
dissolved and became part of the Fagaras chair. 1789 is the last time that the fortress
was used for protection against the Turks. In 1838 a preservation fund was created for
the castle fortress.

The church dates from around 1500 and was built in the Gothic style. The church
was altered in 1700 in the high Gothic style and a bell tower built in 1730. The tower
fell in 1765 but rebuilt in 1782 in the Baroque style

The Fortress of Rupea was mentioned in 1324 but it is almost certain that a strong
fortress complex existed prior to this date. The fortress has an upper section and a
lower section both which are completely enclosed by a precinct wall with the upper
fortress having a second or outer wall. In total there are some 11 towers along the
walls of varying types and built over different periods of time; presently 9 towers
remain in varying degrees of repair.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 587-92; Giindisch, 1983a: 73, 76; 2001a: 33-5, 44;
Konig, 2001: 128; Kroner, 2003: 79, 82; Miiller, 1900: 6-30; Pascu and Toma, 2005:
40401.01; Zimmermann, 1892:165, 519, 520
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Fig. 1.55.1: View of the fortress of Rupea with the outer defensive towers and the inner and outer
precinct walls visible.

Fig. 1.55.2: View of the Saxon church location
below the fortress of Rupea in the village.
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1.56. SITE NAME: Sacele

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Siebenddrfer, Hétfalu

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Sicele is located 7 kilometers southeast of Brasov on highway E 60
toward the Predeal pass to Ploiesti and Bucharest. Sacele’s latitude is 45°61'70" N
and longitude is 25°68'30" E. Elevation is approximately 663 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Sacele is the southern most Saxon village in Transylvania toward the
Carpathian mountain passes and was first cited in 1366. In 1611 the troops of the
Prince Gabriel Bathori burned Sicele along with most of the other Biirzenland
villages. In 1658 the Turks burned Sédcele completely and in 1718-1719 the plague
killed some 2961 persons in Sdcele. No traces of the original church remain.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 701-2; Istrate and Istrate, 2005: 40447.04; Kroner,
2003: 38; Miiller, 1906: 242

Fig. 1.56.1: View of the Sacele church with the trace of the original precinct wall visible.
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1.57. SITE NAME: Satu Nou

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Neudorf, Noenderf, Szaszujfalu

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Satu Nou is located along a dirt track some 3 kilometers west of
Halchiu and north west of Brasov off of highway E 60. Satu Nou’s latitude is
45°76'70" N and longitude is 25°51'70" E. Elevation is approximately 523 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Satu Nou was first noted in documents in 1366, and again in 1404 when
it was given to two citizens of Brasov by the Voivode of the Saxons. Satu Nou was
considered a wealthy village and noted for growing hops. In 1468 King Matthias
issued a special tax on Satu Nou due to their wealth. The village suffered numerous
invasions including a 1600 sacking by Michael the Brave, in 1612 by prince Gabriel
Béthori and lastly by the Turks in 1658. By 1713 some 11 Saxon, 86 Hungarian and
21 Romanian families lived in Satu Nou. The village suffered natural disasters from
flooding in 1753 and hail storms in 1755. In 1788 the last Saxon clergy left the
village.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 519-20; Giindisch, 1987: 317; Miiller, 1906: 333;
Werner, 1900: 272

Fig. 1.57.1: View of the Satu Nou church
converted from the original Saxon into a
Hungarian Catholic church but keeping
the original architectural style of the
Saxons.
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1.58. SITE NAME: Selistat

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Seligstadt, Sailijescht, Boldogvaros

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Selistat is located east of Agnita along a dirt track some 2 kilometers
south of Barcut. Selistat’s latitude is 45°98'30" N and longitude is 24°85'50" E.
Elevation is approximately 559 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Selistat translates into ‘Blessed City’ in English. In 1355 it belonged to
the Sibiu province. Selistat’s discontent with the political arrangement let to Queen
Maria allowing Selistat to leave and become part of Rupea. By 1500 Selistat had a
population consisting of 34 landlords, two poor people, three shepherds, a school and
a miller. Due to its isolation, Selistat escaped most of the burning and plundering of
the region.

The church dates from the first half of the fourteenth century and was built as a
Gothic-hall church without a bell tower but had a polygon-shaped choir. Toward the
end of the fifteenth century the church was fortified, beginning with a donjon tower
attached to the church. Wooden walks among the battlements were installed and the
choir tower received shooting niches and casting oriels. A new hipped roof was
finished for added protection. In the sixteenth century a well was dug in the north east
interior corner of the church hall.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s with a single precinct wall built with field
stones. The complex is in the shape of an elongated oval with two defensive towers
each having three sides protruding from the wall. The precinct wall had battlements
and walkways throughout and grain storage buildings within the walls. In 1912 most
of the walls were cleared away and a school built.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 697-8; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 47; Fabritius-Dancu,
1983a: 26; Vatasianu, 1959: 595; Werner, 1900: 110
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Fig. 1.58.2:
View of the
Selistat
church with
raised choir
in the Gothic-
hall style.

Fig. 1.58.3: Drawing of the church with a southeast view of the choir.
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Fig. 1.58.5: Detailed view of the clock face and battlements in a hall-style church without tower.
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1.59. SITE NAME: Sercaia

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Schirkanyen, Sarkany

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / Gothic-
hall

LOCATION: Sercaia is located 14 kilometers east of Fagaras along highway E 68

from Sibiu to Brasov. The present church and the parsonage building is in the eastern

section of the village next to the main road on level ground. Sercaia’s latitude is

45°83'30" N and longitude is 25°13'30" E. Church elevation is approximately 440

meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Sercaia is mentioned in 1235 for the first time and by 1372 had become

a small market town in the Fagaras municipality. The village grew from 35 families

in 1510 to 106 in 1555 and by 1726 some 158 families were recorded. In 1500

Michael the Brave stayed here but did not plunder or destroy it. In 1613 the Turks

burned the town and again in 1687 the whole town burned in an accidental fire.

The original church dated from 1429 but no longer exists. The church was located
west of the present church, some 50 meters next to the stream. It burned down in
1560 and was twice flooded in 1663 and 1694. The church tower dates from 1691 and
is part of the original fortification complex. The present church is now next to the
tower and was built in 1800 and renovated in 1868. The church has a peculiar north to
south orientation due to the slope of the land and proximity of highway E 68. The
church is Gothic is style but the bell tower still retains is pre-Gothic architecture. The
tower has been attached to the parsonage building since the eighteenth century.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 666-8; Gyorfty, 1987: 452; Zimmermann, 1892: 72

Fig. 1.59.1: (Above left) detailed view of existing hall church with Gothic elements.

Fig. 1.59.2: (Above right) view of the original pre-Gothic tower attached to the parson’s house.
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1.60. SITE NAME: Sinpetru

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Petersberg, Pittersbarch, Barcaszentpéter

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Sinpetru is located 8 kilometers north of Brasov and some 3 kilometers
off of highway E 60 but the access road is via the village of Bod. Sinpetru’s latitude
is 45°71"70" N and longitude is 25°63'30" E. Elevation is approximately 523 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Sinpetru was recorded as one of four churches given by King Béla IV to
the Teutonic Knights in 1240 as part of the Biirzenland. Sinpetru was obligated to
serve the king along with Brasov and the other Biirzenland churches. By 1510 some
96 landlords, 3 widows, 2 poor persons, a miller, a bell ringer and 7 shepherds lived in
the village. As in many of the other villages of Biirzenland, Michael the Brave and
Gabriel Bathori burned the village in 1600 and 1611 respectively. In 1683, the Tartars
failed to take the fortified complex but burned the village. The village was
depopulated by the plague in 1718 and 1719 when 368 persons died.

The church dates from the beginning of the fourteenth century and was built in the
transition style from the Romanesque to the Gothic. The original church was razed in
1794. The second church suffered damage on several occasions and was again razed
in 1794 to make way for a third church on the site. This church is still in existence and
received a new bell tower in 1817. The church was last restored in 1959 when electric
lighting was introduced.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s with a single massive precinct wall. A
middle and outer precinct wall was added in the late sixteenth century. The complex
is in the shape of an irregular polygon with no towers on the outer precinct wall, but
three towers along the middle precinct wall and seven towers along the inner precinct
wall with each tower having three sides protruding from the wall. The internal wall is
8 meters high with shooting niches and casting oriels throughout. The wall also has a
covered walkway between battlements In the later sixteenth century the second lower
wall was constructed with three bowl towers and the last and outer precinct wall was
built without towers and was only 3 to 4 meters in height.

Sometime around 1400 in the northeast corner of the complex a chapel was built
into precinct wall. The chapel is rectangular and decorated with frescoes. In the early
1500s the chapel was redesigned as a defensive tower. In 1802 the chapel was
damaged in an earthquake and was not used afterward. It is being restored at the
present.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 552-5; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 40; Ogden, 2000: 17;
Teutsch, 1862: 228; Vatasianu, 1959: 419; Werner, 1900: 479
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Fig. 1.60.1: Schematic overview of the complex.

Fig. 1.60.2: Detailed view of Sinpetru inner precinct wall and tower from the east with individual
storage facilities for the villagers.
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Fig. 1.60.3: (Below left) detailed view of Sinpetru church and defensive tower along the inner
precinct wall with casting oriels.

Fig. 1.60.4: (Above right) detailed view of the kennel sheds built into the inner precinct wall for
domestic storage.

Fig. 1.60.5: Detailed view of the inner precinct wall.
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1.61. SITE NAME: Soars

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Scharosch, Schuarsch, Saros

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Soars is located 11 kilometers north of Fagaras along the Fagaras to
Rupea road. Soars’s latitude is 45°93'30" N and longitude is 24°91'70" E. Elevation is
approximately 496 meters above sea level. The church complex is in the center of the
village next to the main road on level ground.

CONTENT: Soars was first cited in 1206 in a deed and boundary document. In 1389
another contract document named Soars as a free municipality By 1500 Soars
contained a population of 38 landlords along with a mill and school; in 1533 it had
grown to some 60 landlords. In 1635 the village was forced to acquire a bible by the
governor and in 1541 a Luther bible from Wittenberg was purchased for a sum of 8
guldens. In 1765 a fire broke out in the village.

The original church dates from before the 1449 document describing the church.
Originally the church is thought to have been Romanesque but this has yet to be
confirmed. By the middle of the fifteenth century it was altered as a Gothic church
with a polygonal closed choir. The church was fortified in 1507 with shooting niches
and casting oriels under the roof, the choir was refurbished in 1895 but the building is
in remarkably pristine condition today. In the second half of the fifteenth century the
bell tower was built. In the 1500s the battlement walks were installed on the tower
completing the fortifications to the church. In 1777 the tower received a new roof and
by 1880 the last battlement and old roof was dismantled and a new tin roof was
installed. Between 1968 and 1970 a renovation was carried out on the tower including
electrification.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s with a single precinct wall in the shape of
an irregular polygon. Six towers attached to the precinct wall are of different styles
and roofs. Three towers have pyramid roofs and two have a mono-pitch roof and one
has a polygon-shaped curved roof. In 1727 the precinct wall was repaired and around
1900 much of the compound was razed around the church, including the precinct wall
and its towers.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 65; Fabini, 1998: 655-8; Vatasianu, 1959: 589;
Werner, 1900: 637; Zimmermann, 1892: 8
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Fig. 1.61.1:
View of the
Soars church
and village.

Fig. 1.61.2: (Above left) detailed view of donjon tower of the church at Soars.

Fig. 1.61.3: (Above right) close up view of the Soars church’s polygonal closed choir, shooting niches
and casting oriels under the roof clearly visible.
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1.62. SITE NAME: Sona

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Schonen, Schinen, Sona

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Sona is located 4 kilometers east of Fagaras along the north bank of the
Olt river. The village is accessible via a dirt track leading from the village of Galati.
Sona’s latitude is 45°85'50" N and longitude is 25°05'00" E. Church elevation is
approximately 425 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1486 the village of Scoena was first noted in documentary evidence.
The village name changed to ‘Schynen’ in 1468. By 1488 the village consisted of 32
families and in 1715 the population grew to some 57 families. No Saxons remain in
the Village today.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998:683-4; Giindisch, 1989: 429

Fig. 1.62.1: Sona church converted
to a Romanian Orthodox church.
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1.63. SITE NAME: Teliu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kreuzburg, Keresztvar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Teliu is located 8 kilometers east of Prejmer and approximately 9
kilometers northeast of Bragov. Teliu’s latitude is 45°70'00" N and longitude is
25°85'00" E. Elevation is approximately 664 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Teliu was one of the villages given to the Teutonic Knights by King
Andreas in 1212. By 1403 portions of the village were sold to one Benedict of the
Paul. In 1466 Teliu was mentioned as being owned by one Georgius Thel de
Kerezthfalwa.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 411; Miiller, 1906: 313; Zimmermann, 1892: 14

Fig. 1.63.1: Teliu church and parson house in Fig. 1.63.2: Teliu church from the front in the

the original footprint of the fortified church

center of the village.
complex.
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1.64. SITE NAME: Ticusu Vechi

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Deutsch-Tekes, Téakes, Szasztyukos

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Ticusu Vechi is located southwest of Rupea and 10 kilometers south of
Dacia. The village is accessible via a dirt track leading from the village of Dacia.
Ticusu Vechi’s latitude is 45°93'30" N and longitude is 25°10'00" E. Church
elevation is approximately 529 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Ticusu Vechi was first cited in 1373. Around 1500, Ticusu Vechi had a
small population of only 16 landlords. In 1510 an unknown number of Hungarians
settled in Ticusu Vechi and only 10 Saxon landlords remained. By 1554 Romanian
shepherds were noted as living in Ticusu Vechi and between 1557 and 1580 Ticusu
Vechi became a Romanian settlement. The Tartars burned Ticusu Vechi 1658.
Typhus and cholera epidemics struck in 1848 and 1852. By 1871 all of the Hungarian
families left and in 1906 some 60 Saxon families left for America.

The original church dates from before the 1494 when the village received money to
build a farm church. Of the original church, nothing remains today except the
foundations. The bell tower collapsed in 1802 and a new bell tower was built in 1805.
The tower had large, semicircular closed windows on three sides and a defensive
styled pyramid roof. A new hall-style church with bell tower was built between 1823
and 1827.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s with a single precinct wall some 8 meters
high. The complex was in the shape of an irregular square with defensive towers in
each corner of the square. The southeast tower was razed in 1895 to make way for a
school. The average height of the precinct wall today is between 5 and 6 meters.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998: 139-40; Miiller, 1906: 356; Werner,
1900: 407

Fig. 1.64.1:
Ticusu Vechi
schematic of
fortified complex
including walls
and towers.
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1.65. SITE NAME: Ticusul Nou

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Ruménisch Tekes, Fels6tzikos

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / no church

LOCATION: Ticusul Nou is located 2 kilometers east of Ticusu Vechi along the
Tekeser stream. Today, Ticusul Nou remains isolated with only unpaved roads leading
in west from Ticusu Vechi or east from Crihalma. The latitude of Ticusul Nou is
45°91'70" N, and the longitude is 25°18'30" E. Elevation is approximately 445 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Ticusul Nou was first documented in 1554 as ‘Valachi ex Tikos’. In
1557 the Saxon Nationsuniversitat ordered all Romanians to abandon the village and
lands around Ticusul Nou. By 1640 the population of Ticusul Nou has 149 families
and in 1700 some 23 families. By 1713 only 42 families lived in Ticusul Nou.
Currently, there are no Saxon families remaining in Ticusul Nou.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 632; Nussbicher, 2004: 11
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1.66. SITE NAME: Toarcla

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Tartein, Torteln, Kisprazsmar

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Toarcia is located 6 kilometers southwest of Cincul Mare and 4
kilometers north of Bruiu along an unimproved road. The church complex is in the
center of the village next to the main road on level ground. Toarcia’s latitude is
45°90'00" N and longitude is 24°73'30" E. Church elevation is approximately 456
meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The first documentary evidence of the village of Toarcia was in 1329.
The village also appeared in a Papal tax list in 1337. The fire of 1494 consumed the
village and by 1500 the village was rebuilt and contained some 46 landlords, 5
shepherds and 2 poor people along with a school.

The original church dates from before the thirteenth century and was in the
Romanesque-style with a bell tower. In early 1500 the church was militarily fortified
when the tower height was increased and interconnected wooden walkways resting on
wood supports was built between battlements. Inside the church above the choir
shooting niches were installed and the walls reinforced.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s with a single precinct wall. The complex
was in the shape of an irregular square with one defensive tower in the south east
corner of the square. Records indicate that opposite the west portal a tower existed
but there are no visible remains today.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 65; Fabini, 1998: 725-7; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 22;
Vatasianu, 1959: 160; Zimmermann, 1892: 431

Fig. 1.66.1: (Left) schematic of Toarcla c. AD
1500 including the walls and tower.

=
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Fig. 1.66.2: (Right) plan of
Toarcla church including design
of the building in the thirteenth
and sixteenth centuries.
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Fig. 1.66.3:
(Right) view
from the
Northwest of
the Toarcla
church and
precinct wall
remnant.

Fig. 1.66.4:
(Below left)
Toarcla west
front Gothic
door .

Fig. 1.66.5:
(Below right)
detail of the
precinct wall
remnant
from the
north.
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1.67. SITE NAME: Tohanul Vechi

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Alttohan, Tohan

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Tohanul Vechi is located 6 kilometers west of Risnov and
approximately 21 kilometers southwest of Brasov. Tohanul Vechi’s latitude is
45°56'70" N and longitude is 25°36'70" E. Elevation is approximately 705 meters
above sea level

CONTENT: The first documentation on the village of Tohanul Vechi was in 1294. In
1395 the king loaned the village to a Brasov citizen. Documents note that between
1500 and 1506 Tohanul Vechi was released from some form of aristocracy taxes; this
was again confirmed in 1533. Today there are no remains of the Saxon church
complex and its exact location is unknown.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 17; Gyorfty, 1987: 832; Nussbicher, 2002: 60
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1.68. SITE NAME: Ungra

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Galt, Gait, Ugra

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Ungra is located 7 kilometers southeast of Rupea along the east bank of
the Olt river. The church complex is in the center of the village next to the main road.
Ungra’s latitude is 45°98'30" N and longitude is 25°26'70" E. Church elevation is
approximately 453 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Ungra is another of the 12 villages given to the Teutonic Knights by
King Andreas II in 1211. In 1222 a redrawing of the borders, Ungra was detached
from Biirzenland and rejoined with the Rupea municipality. In 1500 Ungra was noted
as being a free municipality from Rupea containing some 33 landlords and 4
shepherds. The Székely inhabited the village in the early 1600s and the Turks
destroyed the entire village in 1658 and all of the Székely inhabitants. By 1701 some
62 villagers with Saxon names and 34 villagers with Székely names inhabited Ungra.
In the 1700s Austrian imperial troops along with Mongol (Kurgen) raiders plundered
Ungra. In 1909 an initial archaeological survey discovered a Roman camp nearby.

The original church dates from the thirteenth century and was in the Romanesque-
style with a west bell tower. In early 1500 the church was fortified when side aisles
were dismantled and the arcades bricked up. In 1658 the church was destroyed and a
temporary church with straw roof built. The roof was replaced in 1702 and a new
rood installed again in 1761. In 1843 the earthquake damaged tower was dismantled
and the west portal opened up. The church today lacks a bell tower.

The fortress complex began in the 1500s and has a single precinct wall. The
complex is in the shape of a polygon with one defensive tower and two bastions. A
school and Parsonage building were built into the south wall in 1826.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 57; Fabini, 1998-202; Miiller, 1900: 56

Fig. 1.68.1: The Ungra
church, abandoned and
overgrown. The church is
dangerously tilted and in
near collapse.
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1.69. SITE NAME: Vileni

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Woldorf, Dombos

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Valeni is located 5 kilometers northeast of Soars and 16 kilometers
north of Fagaras along the Fagaras to Rupea road. Vileni’s latitude is 45°26'70" N
and longitude is 24°55'00" E. Church elevation is approximately 652 meters above
sea level.

CONTENT: Vileni was first cited in a 1206 document describing it as a mansion.
By 1400 it had become a municipality of Rupea. Documents indicate that by 1765 all
Saxons were gone from the village but 281 Romanians and 120 Hungarians lived
there. Today a small hall church is in Valeni that dates from the eighteenth century.
Of the Saxon church there are no remains.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 815-6; Zimmermann, 1892: 8

Fig. 1.69.1: Vileni hall-style church.
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1.70. SITE NAME: Venetia de Jos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Untervenitze, Alsdbmarosvaradja

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Venetia de Jos is located 8 kilometers north of Sercaia off of highway
E 68. Venetia de Jos‘s latitude is 45°86'67" N and longitude is 25°20'00" E.
Elevation is approximately 466 meters above sea level

CONTENT: Venetia de Jos was first mentioned in 1235. Up until the Mongol
invasion of 1241, Venetia de Jos carried a name associated with a Saxon Catholic
village; after the Mongol burning, Venetia de Jos used Romanian names in the
documents referring to it. By 1372 Venetia de Jos had been loaned out from Vlaicu
Voda, Prince of the Walachei, to a Magistrate for money. By 1632 Venetia de Jos’s
population was recorded as 81 families, by 1713 there were 44 families and in 1721
some 83 families.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 771; Gyorfty, 1987: 11, 203; Miiller, 1906: 386;
Zimmermann, 1892: 63

Fig. 1.70.1: Venetia de Jos: originally
a Saxon church but now converted to
an active Romanian Orthodox church.
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1.71. SITE NAME: Viscri

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): DeutschWeisskirch, Weiskirich,
Szaszfehéregyhaza

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Viscri is located 47 kilometers northeast Brasov near Rupea Latitude
46°05'00" N, Longitude 25°08'30" E. Elevation is approximately 577 meters above
sea level. The church utilizes the high ground within the village providing long range
observation of the surrounding countryside in all directions.

CONTENT: Romanian Interior Ministry archaeological explorations in the early
1970s revealed that the present-day church of Viscri incorporates parts of an earlier
church built in the early twelfth century, probably by a Székely (Hungarian)
community. This first church was a small barn-church with a semi-circular apse. In
the thirteenth century a keep was built to the west of the church and the choir was
extended eastwards, shortly afterwards the church was enlarged as far as the tower.
During a third phase of construction at the end of the fifteenth century, the church was
converted into a fortified church by adding battlements to the choir and the west
tower. At the same time, the nave gained a barrel vault, decorated by brick ribbing.

The extant double surrounding precinct wall was built in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. It did not follow the elliptical line of the older, thirteenth
century curtain wall, whose foundations were uncovered in the 1970s. Building work
on the peel towers was still taking place by the mid-seventeenth century, based on
inscriptions in the church. Although this fortified church is not impressive in terms of
size, being one of the smaller fortified churches, or in terms of remarkable works of
art in the construction or interior, it is perhaps the clearest example of the essence of
the fortified church.

Currently, the last restoration work was carried out in 1971 by the Romanian
Government.  Currently ownership of the church resides with the last Saxon
Romanian family living in the village of Viscri.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 2002: 230; Dumitrache, 1970-71; Fabini, 1998: 140-
4; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 37; Kroner, 2003: 158, 217; Oprescu, 1961: 58
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Fig. 1.71.1: South view of the main gate. Fig. 1.71.2: Viscri schematic c. AD 1500.
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Fig. 1.71.3: Viscri schematic c. AD 1500 showing the complex at its height.

Fig. 1.71.4: Viscri schematic from the south showing the military construction phases.
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Fig. 1.71.5: Viscri exterior main gate and double precinct wall with multiple towers.

Fig. 1.71.6: Viscri exterior from the west with village cemetery in the foreground.
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1.72. SITE NAME: Vladeni

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Wladein, Viedény

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown
LOCATION: Vlideni is located 13 kilometers northeast of Codlea along highway E
68 from Sibiu to Bragov. Vladeni’s latitude is 45°76'70" N and longitude is 25°36'70"
E. Church elevation is approximately 573 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: According to documents, Vladeni was established in 1539. From the
sixteenth to the eighteenth century Vladeni was a part of the Brasov municipality.
The village was sold numerious times and in 1658 Vladeni was set on fire by the
Tartars. In 1704 a battle took place at Vladeni between Imperial Austrian troops and
Mongol (Kurgen) raiders. In 1717 the plague visited Vladeni killing some 227 men
and an unknown number of women and children. There is no Saxon population
remaining in Vladeni today.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 2002: 382; Fabini, 1998: 814

Fig. 1.72.1: View of
Vladeni church from the
north; it retains the Gothic
shape and basic outline of
the original church.
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1.73. SITE NAME: Vulcan

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Wolkendorf, Jun Biirzenland, Wulkendref,
Szaszvolkany

COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Vulcan is located 5 kilometers west of Cristian and 8 kilometers south
of Codlea along the Codlea stream. The latitude of Vulcan is 45°63'30" N, and the
longitude is 25°41'70" E. Elevation is approximately 598 meters above sea level. The
church is in the center of the village on level ground.

CONTENT: Vulcan was first noted in 1377 as a royal privilege. Along with Brasov
and the 12 free Biirzenland villages, Vulcan formed a court and administrative unit for
the King. In 1421 an edict required Vulcan and the five Biirzenland villages burned
by the Turks to pay their current year tax. In 1422 Vulcan took in the population of
the Biirzenland villages and so was released from the yearly payment. By 1510
Vulcan had a population of 42 landlords, 6 widows, 2 poor people, a miller, a
schoolmaster, a bell ringer, 3 shepherds and a Romanian. In the 1603 civil war
Austrian Imperial troops plundered the village and church. In 1611 Gabriel Bathori
laid siege to the church and fired the tower. The defenders fled and only 6 villagers
survived; the entire village and church were completely burned and destroyed
afterward. The Turks in 1658 burned the village. By 1765, however, the village
regained its population to some 509 persons. In 1845 coal mining began on the
village lands.

The original church dates from the thirteenth century and was in Romanesque-style
with a west bell tower. In early 1500 the church was fortified and the choir altered in
the Gothic style with external prop columns. After the 1611 destruction, the church
was not rebuilt until 1665. In 1761 the church was renovated and in 1793 a tower
built on its west side.

The fortress complex began in the fourteenth century and had a precinct wall
constructed in the fifteenth century. The complex has one precinct wall and is in the
shape of a half circle with the strait wall along the south east. The main entry into the
complex and the two wing towers were reinforced and protected with shooting niches
and oriels. Repairs were made in 1630 and in 1684 a defensive clock tower was built.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 816-8; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 46; Giindisch, 1983a:

148, 163; Kroner, 2003: 148; Vatasianu, 1959: 573; Werner, 1900: 479
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Fig. 1.73.1: Vulcan schematic
showing various construction
phases.
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Fig. 1.73.2: (Above)
view of Vulcan and the
half circle inner and
outer precinct walls.
The different styles of
defensive towers and
structures are shown
as well.

Fig. 1.73.3: (Right)
view of the interior
walls and  storage
rooms  within the
fortified complex at
Vulcan.
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1.74. SITE NAME: Zarnesti

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Zernest, Zernest
COUNTY / JUDET: Brasov

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / Gothic

LOCATION: Zarnesti is located 12 kilometers west of Risnov and 26 kilometers
from Brasov. Zarnesti’s latitude is 45°03'30" N, longitude is 24°76'70" E. Elevation
is approximately 392 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Zarnesti was first cited in 1367. By 1510 Zarnesti held some 70
Families. In 1570, 169 families and by 1733 some 246 families lived in the village.
In 1658 Zarnesti and the other Biirzenland villages were devastated by the Turks. In
1705 Zarnesti was plundered by Tartar raiders. In 1929 the village contained some
287 Lutherans and 4,573 non Lutherans. The Church and fortified complex were
destroyed by the government in 1954. No Saxons have lived in Zarnesti since the
1950s.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 832-3; Werner, 1900: 279

Fig. 1.74.1: Northeast view of
Zarnesti church with Gothic
elements retained from the
original church.
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2.1 Sibiu County: Sibiu County is located 290 km north west from Bucharest,
Romania’s capital. Sibiu County, along with Brasov County, make up the heart of the
Transylvanian region and lies east of Brasov County and is the center of the Saxon

settlements. To the south and east are the regions of Wallachia and Moldavia, west is

Banat and north is the region of Maramures. The capital of the county is the city of

Sibiu.

Map 2.1: Sibiu County with major rivers, roads and Saxon village sites.

Sibiu County encompasses an area of 5,432 km® with a population in 2002 of
421,724. The county has two city municipalities: Sibiu and Medias, and seven towns:
Agnita, Avrig, Cisnadie, Cops a Mica, Dumbraveni, Ocna Sibiului, and Talmaciu. There
are 53 communes and 173 villages, and 162 Saxon village sites. The nationalities
breakdown as of 2002 is Romanian 382,061, Magyars 15,389, Roma 17,125, Saxons
6,554, and all others 1,091.
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2.2 Sibiu County Saxon Sites:

2.01. SITE NAME: Aciliu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Tetscheln, Ecsello

COUNTY /JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Aciliu is located 3 km north of highway E 68 in an isolated valley
along a small river and approximately 40 kilometers west of Sibiu. Aciliu’s latitude is
45°83'30" N and longitude is 23°88'30" E. Elevation is approximately 534 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Aciliu was first noted in 1330 in an agreement between the local Bishop
and the Sebes elders over the Sebes cathedral tax and the beginning of the Sebes
(Miihlbach) chapter. In 1334, Johannes de Tychelew was recorded as the first
taxpayer from Aciliu. Between 1350 and 1424, Aciliu lost several land border
disputes with neighboring villages especially the village of Apoldu de Sus. The
dispute erupted into violence in 1428 between the villages and by 1490 Aciliu had lost
its status as a sub-capital for the area. The long simmering dispute finally ended in
1783 in favor of Apoldu de Sus. The church was located in the village but the exact
location is unknown. Currently, there are no Saxons remaining in the village and the
remnants of the church are no longer visible.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 742; Gyorfty, 1987: 140; Lenk, 1839a: 310; Wagner,
1977: 162
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2.02. SITE NAME: Agarbiciu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Arbegen, Arbdjen, Szaszegerbegy

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Agarbiciu is located along the Sibiu to Medias highway 14 some 5 km

south of Cospa Mica and 38 km north of Sibiu. The village is located at the

confluence of two streams and the church is in the center of the village. Agarbiciu’s

latitude is 46°06'70" N and longitude is 24°20'00" E. Elevation is approximately 357

meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Agarbiciu was first mentioned in 1343 as being owned by a Graf Niko-

laus von Agarbiciu. By 1516, the village contained some 55 landlords, 2 widows, 2

shepherds and one miller. In 1532 Agarbiciu was listed as a free municipality with

some 62 landlords. By 1534, Agarbiciu was loaned out to a noble as payment of a debt

and the village pledged to the Mayor of Sibiu.

The original fortified church was built in the early Gothic-style toward the end of
the thirteenth century. A unique feature is the bell tower and polygon-shaped choir.
The interior still contains casting oriels installed between the prop columns of the
choir in the early 1500s. The east and west walls of the tower are reinforced and built
as defensible strong points. The tower roof contains a two level wooden walkway
under the roof where projectiles can be thrown and arrows shot.

The fortress complex has a single polygonal precinct wall that surrounds the church
in a tight space close to the church. Documented contracts indicate the wall dates
from the early 1500s when the fortifications began. The complex contains a gate
tower with mono-pitch roof in the north-west corner, built over a defensive entrance.
The oak door of the entrance is encased in wrought-iron studs that form a cross in the
center of the door.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 22-3; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 49; Lenk, 1839a: 1293;
Vatasianu, 1959: 243; Wagner, 1977: 3, 74

Fig. 2.02.1: Schematic overview of the church.
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Fig. 2.02.2: View from the southwest of
the Agarbiciu fortified church with two
level tower roof structures.

Fig. 2.02.3: View from the south of Agarbiciu fortified church and close precinct wall.
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2.03. SITE NAME: Agnita

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Agnetheln, Agnitlen, Szaszagota

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Agnita is located 60 km northeast of Sibiu along the highway that
follows along the Hartibaciu river. The church is in the center of the town adjacent to
the market square. Agnita’s latitude is 46°76'70" N and longitude is 23°28'30" E.
Elevation is approximately 597 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Agnita was first noted in 1319 with the transaction of a mill agreement
with the village of Stejarisu and again in 1332 when one Hermannus of Agnetis was
placed on the Papal tax roles. In the late 1300s and early 1400s Agnita was noted as a
market town with full rights given by King Sigismund. Again in 1466 King Matthias
authorized Agnita to be called a small market town with all rights associated with the
distinction. In 1488, Agnita consisted of 187 landlords, 10 nuns, a school master and
9 shepherds. Agnita was occupied in 1496 by Saxon leadership and in 1528 a Saxon
National Parliament was held there by Peter Perénv. By 1532 only 135
landlords lived in Agnita. Throughout the 1600s, Agnita suffered a decline in
population due to war and plague and in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries city
devastation was caused by fire (1769 and 1834) and floods (1851 and 1864). In 1898
a rail line was opened between Agnita and Sighisoara keeping Agnita’s importance as
a market town into the twentieth century.

The original church dates from the early thirteenth century as a Romanesque-style
church. The Agnita church was modified into a Gothic-style in the first part of the
sixteenth century including a 5/8"™ choir with Gothic windows. The church underwent
major renovations in 1614, 1726 and 1778. Between 1890 and 1892 the military
fortifications over the choir were removed and the present roof put on in 1908.

The fortress complex dates from 1466 and was breached in 1707 when Austrian
Imperial troops plundered the town. Of the three precinct walls surrounding the
complex, the outer wall was dismantled in 1845. Around 1870 the remaining walls
were cleared away and the present layout of the complex took shape. Uniquely, the
towers of the complex remain and have been largely unaltered. The north tower
called the Cooper’s Tower is the same height and style as the gate tower. The
remaining towers have been incorporated by the local school and the military
architectural details preserved. The inner precinct wall along the south side of the
complex is the only part of the circuit wall remaining.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 118, 171; Fabini, 1998: 5-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a:
14; Lenk, 1839a: 154; Pinter and Tiplic, 2002: 143717.01; Vatasianu, 1959: 16;
Wagner, 1977: 364; Wolft, 1881: 101
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Fig. 2.03.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.

Fig. 2.03.2: Schneider tower and building incorporated into the south wall.
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Fig. 2.03.3: (Above left) Schuster tower, battlements and church.
Fig. 2.03.4: (Above right) cooper’s or Falibinder tower, arrow loops and portcullis.

Fig. 2.03.5: Complex showing the school at left, church, gate tower and trace of the precinct wall.
Defensive elements clearly remain largely unaltered through out the structures.
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2.04. SITE NAME: Alamor

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Mildenburg, Alamor

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: The village of Alamor is located in a remote valley along a dirt track
some 16 km north of Ocna Sibiului. Alamor’s latitude is 45°93'30" N and longitude is
23°98'30" E. Elevation is approximately 479 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Alamor was noted in 1319 in an agreement over an inheritance. By
1330 it was a municipality of Sebes and was prominately placed on the Papal tax list
of 1336. The village was divided among several nobles in 1388 and in the early
1400s, nobles from Cisnadie and Malancrav owned portions of the village as well.
From the sixteenth through the early eighteenth centuries, Saxons inhabited the
village. The last Saxons departed the village around 1722. The village was then
removed from the Sebes chapter and only Romanians lived there afterward. Presently,
there are two Romanian churches in Alamor an only minimal Saxon architecture
remains. The Saxon church no longer exists and its location is undetermined.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 493; Gyorfty, 1987: 130; Lenk, 1839a: 15; Wagner,
1977: 174

2.05. SITE NAME: Alma Pe Tirnave

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Almaschken, Kiikiilloalmas

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Alma Pe Tirnave is along the north bank of the Tirnava river between
Medias and Sighisoara. The village is not accessible via the main highway but only
by a dirt track from Dumbraveni. Alma Pe Tirnave’s latitude is 46°21'70" N and
longitude is 24°48'30" E. Elevation is approximately 378 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Alma Pe Tarnave dates from 1317 after King Karl seized the village and
offered it his protection. Records indicate that in 1501 the village was transferred to
the possession of the Gréf of Atel. In 1565 the village lost all of its Saxon inhabitants,
dissolved the chapter and Hungarians occupied the village. The Saxon church was
altered and became a Hungarian Reformed Church.

The church was originally built in a Gothic-hall type church with a 5/8" choir. It
contains a frieze of St. George with a sword in hand dating from the middle 1500s.
The church is surrounded by a wooden fence and the complex is complete with a bell
tower on the west side
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 12; Lenk, 1839a: 119; Miiller, 1906: 170; Wagner,
1977: 188
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Fig. 2.05.1: (Right) Alma Pe Tarnave church
from the northeast with west entrance.

Fig. 2.05.2: (Below) Alma Pe Tarnave church
after the partial wooden fence removal with the
trace of the precinct wall.
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2.06. SITE NAME: Alma Vii

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Almen, Szaszalrnad

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Alma Vii lies some 9 km south of Medias in a remote valley. The
village lies along a stream but the fortification complex lies east of the village along a
ridge. Alma Vii’s latitude is 46°05'00" N and longitude is 24°43'30" E. Elevation is
approximately 461 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Alma Vii dates from 1289 when the village was recognized by the
Medias chapter. The village again appears in documents relating to a murder case in
1356. In 1523, Alma Vii was burned and the King relaxed tax requirements for a
period of three years for rebuilding. By 1532 some 57 landlords lived in the village.

The small hall-style church was built at the beginning of the fourteenth century. The
church has semicircular sandstone Gothic windows and a 5/8" polygonal choir with
prop columns. The church was fortified at the beginning of the 1500s with additions
of oriels over the choir, battlements and arrow loopholes over the barrel vaulting of
the ceiling. By the eighteenth century, the church was altered in the Baroque-style
and the fortifications removed.

The fortified church complex, complete with a well, is along a ridge that drops off
to the south-west of the village. The wall is in the shape of an irregular polygon with
four towers. The wall facing the river is 1.5 meters wide, 2.5 meters high and has a
walkway and battlements. The complex contains a massive gate tower with a
portcullis, bricked passage and shooting oriels. The gate tower curtain wall contains
battlements, walkways and shooting loopholes along the wall. A characteristic of
these towers are the four oriel-like shooting niches in the fourth battlement built into
the wall. The north and west towers are mural towers with pyramid-style roofs. The
west tower faces the cemetery.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 225; Fabini, 1998: 13-15; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a:
65; Lenk, 1839a: 119; Nussbécher, 2000: 134; Vatasianu, 1959: 123, 590; Wagner,
1977: 374
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Fig. 2.06.1: Schematic
overview of the church and
complex.
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Fig. 2.06.3: Gate tower with bricked up
portcullis and battlements.
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2.07. SITE NAME: Altina

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Alzen, Aizen, Alcina

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Altina is some 30 km northeast of Sibiu and 24 km southwest of Agnita
along the west bank of the Hartibaciu River and the confluence of two smaller streams
with the fortified church complex located on high ground west of the village. Altina’s
latitude is 45°93'30" N and longitude is 24°46'70" E. Elevation is approximately 479
meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The earliest records of Altina date the village to 1291. In 1361 the
village had a minister and a congregation recorded. By 1500 Altina was designated a
free municipality of Nocrich chair with some 80 landlords, 3 shepherds, 2 poor people
and a school master. In 1532 Altina had become the largest municipality of the
Nocrich chair with 87 landlords. Between 1549 and 1557, the municipality was
wealthy enough to provide support the construction of fortified church complex with
materials and money. In the last half of the sixteenth century and the first half of the
seventeenth century Altina and Nocrich competed with each over political supremacy.
In 1588 Prince Sigismund Baethori bound the royal courts to Nocrich and in 1620 the
Saxon Nation University directed that the Saxon court would also be in Nocrich and
not Altina. Due to war and conflict, Altina was reduced to 29 landlords and 9 widows
by 1695. The village recorded some 48 abandoned and 8 burned out homes during the
same period.

The church is a Romanesque-style that dates for the thirteenth century. It has a
square choir and a semicircular apse. By the 1500s the church was repaired and
remodeled as a Gothic-style church with a 5/8™ polygonal choir. By 1853 the original
bell tower was torn down and a replacement completed in 1858, when the church
underwent a general renovation.

The fortified church complex had an oval-shaped precinct wall with a second outer
wall on the east side of the church. Each of the four cardinal directions has a
defensive tower with the gate tower in the east. The north tower collapsed in 1914
and around the same time the storage sheds on the inner precinct wall were
dismantled.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 118; Fabini, 1998: 17-20; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980:
140; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 13; Gilindisch, 1983a: 232; Lenk, 1839a: 151; Vatasianu,
1959: 32, 574; Wagner, 1977: 370

Fig. 2.07.1: Schematic
overview of the church and
complex.
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507. Fig. 2.07.4: East gate tower with bricked
portcullis.

Fig. 2.07.3: South tower interior dating from 1
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2.08. SITE NAME: Amnas

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hamlesch, Hamlesch, Omlas

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Amnas is 7 km north of Siliste and some 25 km northeast of Sibiu
along a roadway dating from the sixteenth century. Today the village is isolated along
a dirt track between Aciliu and Apoldu de Jus. The fortified church complex is
located on a ridge of high ground. Amnasg’s latitude is 45°85'00" N and longitude is
23°90'00" E. Elevation is approximately 405 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Amnas is first mentioned in 1309 and was owned by Gréf von Talmesch
in 1319. The village boundaries were settled in 1354 in a dispute between the Sibiu
and Miercurea Sibiului chairs. In 1383 Amnas was given to Bishop Goblinus along
with five Romanian villages by the Queen. The village was fought over several times
and claimed by different leaders. In 1456 Vlad Tepes completely destroyed the
village when Amnas supported his rival. By 1464 it was under the protection of King
Matthias who directed the Romanians of Amnas to pay 50% of their cattle and sheep
to the Saxon Nation for damages caused by Vlad Tepes. Later that year, King
Matthias gave the village to the Saxons as part of the Sibiu chair. The village was
destroyed in 1631 by a fire and devastated by the Kurgans in 1707.

The church dates from the 2™ half of the fifteenth century and was built in the
Gothic-hall-style. The church burned down in 1631 and was rebuilt as a hall church.
The church was fortified at this time with open bretéches above the choir, firing
loopholes, casting oriels in the walls as well as reinforced prop columns. The church
was officially closed in 1875 because of its unsafe condition, latter demolished and a
wooden church built in its place. The wooden church is in a neo-Romanian stile
finished in 1898. The church room is 50 meters long and has a choir with semi-
circular apse.

The complex today is designed around the original walls as known in 1860. The
entrance gate contains a portcullis. In the northwest corner of the complex the tower
with battlements and a pyramidal roof remains. On the southwest side of the complex,
the walls and towers were removed to provide for residential buildings. Today,
Remains of the complex and precinct wall can be seen in the west and south-west of
the church.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 264-7; Gyorffy, 1987: 176; Wagner, 1977: 350;
Wolff, 1881: 41

Fig. 2.08.1:
Southwest
precinct wall
remnants of the
complex.
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Fig. 2.08.2: (Above left) southwest precinct wall remnants and contemporary gate.
Fig. 2.08.3: (Above right) view from the south of the church.

Fig. 2.08.4: South east view of the village main street with Saxon structures.
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2.09. SITE NAME: Apoldu de Jos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kleinpold, Kisapold

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Apoldu de Jus is 4 km east of Mercurea Sibiului. The fortified church
complex was located on the north side of the highway in the center of the village.
Apoldu de Jus’s latitude is 45°86'70" N and longitude is 23°85'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 414 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1289 King Ladislaus IV mentions the village in a document for the
first time. The village is noted on tax roles in the 1300s and by the 1400s the village
was known as far away as Vienna. In the early 1500s, the village was noted as a
municipality with 36 Hospites and a shepherd. In 1532 some 52 families lived in the
village. By 1649 only 9 Saxons and some 40 Romanians lived in the village. In
1657 no Saxons remained in the village and in 1659 the village was plundered and
robbed by the troops of Prince George Rakoczy II. By 1764 only the walls of the
church remained and today all traces of the church are gone.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 53; Fabini, 1998: 37; Hienz, 1960: 334; Lenk, 1839c:
264; Siegmund, 1931: 120; Siegmund, 1933: 20; Teutsch, 1925a: 195; Wagner, 1977:
366
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2.10. SITE NAME: Apoldu de Sus
ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): GroBpold, Griszpuit, Nagyapold
COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu
SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque
LOCATION: Apoldu de Sus is 12 km southeast of Mercurea Sibiului along highway
E68. The fortified church complex is on the north side of the highway in the center of
the village. Apoldu de Sus’s latitude is 45°85'50" N and longitude is 23°83'30" E.
Elevation is approximately 433 meters above sea level.
CONTENT: The records of Apoldu de Sus date from 1288. By 1317 Apoldu de Sus
was placed on the Papal tax rolls of 40 silver marks for the village church over a three
year period. In 1349 Apoldu de Sus became a free municipality of the Mercurea
Sibiului chair. A chair refers to the political and religious administrative unit of the
Saxon Nation. In 1500 it had 71 landlords, 4 poor people and a school master. Within
the village 3 homesteads were abandoned but the village remained the most densely
populated in the chair. By 1532 it had grown to 117 landlords. The village was sacked
by the Turks in 1658 and famine struck in 1671 and 1672. The village fell into debt
from 1692 to 1693 when the number of landlords decreased and crops failed. The
village was attacked by the Kurgans in 1702 and Austrian Troops plundered Apoldu
de Sus in 1705. In 1738 the plague killed some 58 persons. The village was largely
destroyed by fires in 1824 and 1860, but at the beginning of the twentieth century a
protestant community center was built here.

The original church was built in the thirteenth century as Romanesque-style church.
In 1699 the church had the three side aisles of the main structure renovated and a new
roof. Though renovated in 1771, the entire structure except for the tower was razed in
1836 and a hall-style church was built. The present church was completed in 1838
and renovated in 1938.

The fortified church complex was surrounded by a single circular precinct wall.
Only fragments remain on the north and east side. The south east wall contained a
defensive bastion and a donjon was built on the south side section of the wall.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 235-9; Lenk, 1839a: 11, 134; Nussbacher, 2000: 84;
Vatasianu, 1959: 874; Wagner, 1977: 366

s

Fig. 2.10.1: Apoldu de Sus church
tower and remnants of the
precinct wall base.
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Fig. 2.10.2: Apoldu de Sus church
tower and newer hall church
attached.

Fig. 2.10.3: Apoldu de Sus church
tower.
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2.11. SITE NAME: Apos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Abstdorf, Appesterf, Szaszapatfalva

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: The village lies 4 km up a side valley of the Hartibaciu River and is

accessible via a dirt track from Birghis. The church complex lies in the northeast of

the village. Apos’s latitude is 46°03'30" N and longitude is 24°55'00" E. Elevation is

approximately 512 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Apos was first noted in 1322 as the ‘Mansion Abbatis’. The village

began as an Abbot’s village owned by the Cistercian Abbey at Cirta. In 1418 the King

confirmed Apos’s connection with the monastery but in 1474 after the dissolution of

the monastery at Cirta, ownership was transferred to the church at Sibiu. The village

continually fought off control by other villages over land disputes in the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries. By 1721 the village was retained by Sibiu but multiple claims

against it continued. The most serious land dispute occurred with Biertan in the

nineteenth century which Apos finally won.

The church was built in the hall-style with a polygonal choir, and separate bell
tower. The complex had a single precinct wall repaired in 1805. By 1913 the wall
was removed and a school built in the southwest corner of the complex. The complex
was renovated from 1961 to 1964 and abandoned in 1991.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 1-2; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 11; Lenk, 1839a: 157;
Nussbicher, 2000: 62; Wagner, 1977: 358; Wolff, 1881: 14

Fig. 2.11.1: Apos abandoned hall-style church with detached tower.
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Fig. 2.11.2: Apos abandoned detached tower Fig. 2.11.3: Apos tower door detail with 1799
used for building materials. renovation date inscribed.

2.12. SITE NAME: Armeni

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Urmenen, érményszékes

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown
LOCATION: Armeni is 2 km north of the Ocna Sibiului to Pauca road up a remote
valley. Access is via a poorly maintained dirt track. Armeni’s latitude is 45°96'70" N
and longitude is 23°96'70" E. Elevation is approximately 365 meters above sea level.
CONTENT: Originally, the village was recorded as ‘Mansion Ermen’ in 1319 owned
by the family of Conradus de Tolniach. From 1319 to 1398 Bulgarians inhabited the
village. Saxons occupied the village from around 1398 to the early 1500s. By 1552
the village was all Romanian and some 73 families lived there in 1721. No Saxons
remained after 1721.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 772; Lenk, 1839a: 235; Wagner, 1977: 174
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2.13. SITE NAME: Atel

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hetzeldorf, Hétselderf, Ecel

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Atel is 16 km east of Medias and 4 km east of the main Medias to
Sighisoara highway. The village lies in a side valley along a stream flowing into the
Tirnava River. The fortified church complex is on the western edge of the village.
Atel’s latitude is 46°15'00" N and longitude is 24°46'70" E. Elevation is
approximately 389 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The site was first recorded in 1283 when Bishop Petrus testified in a
retirement for priests. Atel was mentioned as a town at the time. By 1315 Atel was
listed as a free municipality. In 1462 Pope Pius II ordered Saxon Bishop Sigismund to
provide protection for Atel. In 1471, King Matthias directed the church to begin
building fortifications including towers and walls. By 1516, 140 landlords, 2 widows,
2 settlers, 2 shepherds, a schoolmaster and a miller lived in Atel. The village had
increased to 160 landlords by 1532. King Johann II established guilds in 1561 for
tailors, shoemakers, coopers, and carpenters. In 1605 Prince Stephan Bocskay’s
troops plundered Atel and in 1658 mercenaries burned the town and church.

The church and bell tower date from the early fourteenth century. Originally built as
a three aisle church, the structure had a bell tower on the west end of the building.
The bell tower was fortified with several closed bretéches on different levels and in
1420 the choir and sidewalls were raised to 11 meters, battlements added and the choir
was re-vaulted. In addition, the clock tower had two bretéches added. The bell tower
was modified with interconnected wooden walkways along the battlements. The east
and west tower gates each had portcullises added. The original Gothic windows in the
tower were bricked up and covered. The church was damaged by Székely troops in
1605 when the village was burned in 1658.

The fortified complex began in the early fifteenth century. An oval precinct wall
surrounded the complex and a mono-pitched roof gate tower was added to the south-
east. The gate contained a tunnel entranceway, portcullis and oak gates. On the third
floor of the tower a residential keep was built complete with a garderobe along the
south wall. The keep also contained crossbow loopholes and casting oriels. Later an
outer precinct wall was added to the east and north. By 1868, the inner precinct wall,
south tower and the old town hall was demolished. A new school was attached to the
wall in the south west. In 1959 the north tower was leveled and an underground
tunnel was found leading to a farmhouse nearby.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 62, 96; Fabini, 1998: 296-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a:
66; Lenk, 1839a: 311; Nussbacher, 2000: 67; Vatasianu, 1959: 216, 535; Wagner,
1977: 374; Wolft, 1881: 53
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Fig. 2.13.1: (Right)
schematic overview of the
church and complex.

Fig. 2.13.2: (Below) Atel
interior precinct wall
south tower with outlines
of the closed bretéches. V. um 1460178
Cxix EEN
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Fig. 2.13.3: Atel village from the church bell tower battlements showing typical Saxon village
building styles and architecture.

Fig. 2.13.4: Atel village from the church bell tower battlements looking to the southeast showing the
gate tower with mono-pitch roof, residential keep and garderobe on the left of the tower.
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Fig. 2.13.5: Bell tower with battlements, Fig. 2.13.6: Gothic doorway and fasteners.
oriels and restored windows.

Fig. 2.13.7: Gothic alter and vaulted ceiling.
1600s.
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2.14. SITE NAME: Avrig

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Freck, Frek, Felek

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Avrig is 25 km southeast of Sibiu and 3.9 km east of Bradu along
highway E 68 between Sibiu and Brasov. The village is along the Olt river and the
fortified complex is south of the highway in the center of town. Avrig’s latitude is
45°71'70" N and longitude is 24°38'30" E. Elevation is approximately 364 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Avrig dates from 1364 when Sibiu ministers met to align Avrig with the
Sibiu chapter. By 1468 it contained 23 landlords and in 1488 the town added a
schoolmaster. Avrig was a town known for providing building timber to neighboring
settlements. In 1582 Sibiu passed a law regulating how Saxons and Romanians lived
together in here. The town was plundered by Austrian Imperial troops in 1705 and
suffered a major fire in 1740.

The church and bell tower at Avrig originated as a thirteenth century Romanesque
arcade church and west tower. The tower is unusual in that it was built as a donjon of
stone with three floors. The tower was fortified with shooting oriels and cross barrel
vaulted ceilings supporting the defense of the tower. The church was altered around
1500 into a Gothic hall church with the dismantling of the Romanesque side hall and
the arcades were walled up. A Gothic sacristy was built into the north wall of the
choir. The tower increased its fortifications with the installation of several closed
bretéches on the second floor. The fortification work was funded by the Sibiu chapter.
By 1765, the church was again altered to the baroque form and the tower fortifications
removed.

The fortified church complex consists of a single precinct wall in an oval shape.
The gate tower remains are in the southwest corner of the complex. The remains of a
bastion incorporated into the northwest wall are still visible.

REFERENCES: Binder, 1979: 59-61; Dragut, 1979: 17; Fabini, 1998: 195-7; Lenk,
1839a: 334; Nussbacher, 2000: 97; Pascu and Lupescu, 2005: 144063.02; Vatasianu,
1959: 57; Wagner, 1977: 350

Fig. 2.14.1: Avrig hall-
church with massive
donjon bell tower and
remaining precinct
wall.
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2.15. SITE NAME: Axente Sever

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Frauendorf, Franderf, Asszonyfaiva

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Axente Sever is located along highway 14 some 40 km northwest of
Sibiu and 3.2 km southeast of Copsa Mica. The fortified church complex is in the
center of the village on level ground. Axente Sever’s latitude is 46°10'00" N and
longitude is 24°21'70" E. Elevation is approximately 353 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Axente Sever dates from 1305 when it was recorded as the possession of
the Apafi family. By 1516 the village was a free municipality of the Medias chair
with 61 landlords, 4 widows, 2 shepherds and a miller. As with most of the villages of
this period, Axente Sever had several land disputes with neighboring villages in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

The original church and bell tower date from 1322 of a type yet to be determined.
The church was altered in the late 1300s as a Gothic hall-style church. The unusual
tower is the oldest part of the church: its tower is 1.6 meters thick at the base with
barrel vaulting. The tower is in the center of the church with chapels along either side
and a small 5/8" choir. The church was fortified beginning in 1490 with bretéches
added above the eastern and western towers. The west front of the church was
reinforced and the church tower had a battlement with wooden walkway added. Bow
loopholes and shooting oriels were added along the choir walls and a portcullis
installed.

The fortified complex consists of a single oval precinct wall built on older
foundation walls of an undetermined nature. The main entrance is the four-sided east
gate tower with portcullis.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 119; Fabini, 1998: 191-4; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 72;
Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 50; Munteanu-Besliu, 2002: 144125.01; Nussbéacher, 2000:
77-80; Vatasianu, 1959: 598; Wagner, 1977: 374; Wolff, 1881: 42
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Fig. 2.15.2: Axente Sever fortified complex with precinct wall.
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Fig. 2.15.3: Axente Sever church with center Fig. 2.15.4: fortified east gate tower with church
tower from the west. and choir in the background.
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2.16. SITE NAME: Bazna

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Baallen, Bassen, Bazna

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Bazna is located in a valley some 17 km north of Medias and 5 km east
of Blajel. The fortified church complex is east of the village center on high ground
overlooking the road and village stream. Bazna’s latitude is 46°20'00" N and
longitude is 24°28'30" E. Elevation is approximately 298 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1271 King Stephan V of Hungary gave the village of Bazna to a
Count Bozouch. In 1302 the Count subsequently gave the village to the Alba chapter
and thus Bazna became a municipality. Local land disputes were settled and by 1372
the Alba chapter upheld the claims of Bazna. By 1516 Bazna contained 82 landlords,
3 widows, 2 shepherds and a school master. In 1600, 7000 Székely troops occupied
Bazna and Prince Gabriel Bathori in 1613 confirmed a Johanni Boldisar de Szepmez
as the minister of Bazna. The village developed a mineral spring in 1672 and by the
late 1800s the village was known as a health resort with mineral bath.

The church was originally Romanesque but was transformed into a Gothic church
in the 1400s and a late Gothic church at the beginning of the 1500s. The choir is
rectangular and contained three closed bretéches when the building was fortified in the
1500s. These bretéches were dismantled in 1896 along with the battlements and
walkways around the choir. The church was damaged in 1880 by an earthquake and
repairs were only completed in 1924.

The church complex is in the shape of an irregular oval. On the south side is the bell
tower and gate with portcullis. The tower has open bretéches on each side formed by
a wooden walkway along the battlements on overhanging supports. This structure is a
bretéche and machicoulis combination where defenders can drop munitions /
projectiles down on attackers. There is a square projecting defensive tower on the
north-east wall and a rectangular bastion on the north wall. Originally the precinct
wall was between 6 and 7 meters high but the wall was partially dismantled in 1873
and the materials used to build a school yard wall.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 126; Fabini, 1998: 31-5; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 55;
Gyorfty, 1987: 548; Lenk, 1839a: 336; Vatasianu, 1959: 592; Wagner, 1977: 374

Fig. 2.16.1: View from the southeast of the complex
with a bartizan style stairway built into the church.
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Fig. 2.16.2: Bazna church with raised rectangular choir and gate tower.
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Fig. 2.16.3: South gate and bell tower
with portcullis and combination

bretéche and machicoulis.
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2.17. SITE NAME: Benesti

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Biagendorf, Bendorf

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown
LOCATION: Benesti is located in a valley along the Hartibaciu river some 9 km
south of Agnita and some 4 km east of the Agnita to Sibiu highway. Benesti’s latitude
1s 45°95'00" N and longitude is 24°50'00" E. Elevation is approximately 459 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Benesti was first documented in 1391 and appeared in a tax listing in
1400. By 1440, Nicolaus Begendoriff appears as a joint owner of the village. Around
1500 the village contained 12 landlords, 2 shepherds, and schoolmaster. In 1532 the
village was the smallest municipality in the Lesch church chair. By 1651, only three
Saxon families lived in the village and only one by 1655. The chair removed the
church bell and cup in 1672 after the last family departed.

The remains of the church are imbedded in the present Romanian Orthodox church
built in the eighteenth century. No evidence of the fortified complex remains.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 37-8; Lenk, 1839a: 119; Wagner, 1977: 370; Wollft,
1881: 17

Fig. 2.17.1: (Left) east view of the village church.

Fig. 2.17.2: (Right) view from the north of the
church.
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2.18. SITE NAME: Biertan

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Birthdlm, Birthédlrn, Berethalom

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: The fortified market town of Biertan lies in a valley 12 km south of
highway 14 between Medias and Sighisoara. The fortified complex is on high ground
in the center of the town. Biertan’s latitude is 46°13'30" N and longitude is 24°51'70"
E. Elevation is approximately 368 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Biertan dates from 1283 as a center of the Alba chair. In 1315 a Saxon
delegation went to King Karl Robert and requested the re-establishment of the
liberties guaranteed by former Hungarian kings. The King ordered their rights
restored. Biertan was elevated to the same status as Sibiu and Medias. In the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries Biertan grew in power and wealth. The town held a
weekly market and became a center of the King’s justice with royal courts. King
Matthias considered the economic wealth of Biertan so important that in 1468 he
released 1/3™ of the able bodied men from military service. By 1510, Biertan
provided the region’s largest tax revenue to the king. In 1532 Biertan contained 345
landlords in the town. From the fifteenth to the twentieth century, the Bishop’s seat
remained in Biertan. The town and church was plundered in 1704 with Biertan falling
into debt. Many people left the town in 1741 to escape paying the debt and the town
was reduced to 104 families. The town finally repaid its debts in 1793 after almost 100
years. A fire partially destroyed the fortified complex in 1804 and it was rebuilt in
1805. In 1867 at the death of Bishop Binder, Biertan ceased being a Bishopric. In
1998 the fortified church complex was added to the UNESCO World Heritage list of
cultural properties.

The original church dates from 1402 and was built in the early Gothic-style. The
church today is in the late Gothic-style and dates from the early 1500s. The church
was fortified during this period; these fortifications were not removed until 1803 when
the walkways and battlements around the choir were taken down. Between 1980 and
1991 the church and the complex underwent an extensive renovation.

The fortified complex on a hilltop dates from 1468 and contains an inner and outer
precinct wall. On the west and south side is a third precinct wall with built-in stables.
The 12 meter high inner wall has four defensive towers and a bastion and dates from
the 1500s. The south tower contains wooden battlements and shooting oriels. The
west tower is two sided and contains a mono-pitch roof with windows. The clock
tower in the north-west features battlements and a pyramidal roof.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 58, 129; Fabini, 1998: 62-70; Fabritius-Dancu,
1983a: 68; Lenk, 1839a: 124; Teutsch and Teutsch, 1899b: 530; Vatasianu, 1959: 536,
582; Wagner, 1977: 274
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1 STUNDENTURM

2 MAUSOLEUMSTURM

3 OSTBASTEI

4 KATHOLISCHER TURM
5 ALTES RATHAUS

6 SPECKTURM

7 TORTURM

8 WEBERTURM

Fig. 2.18.2: Interior view of Gothic vault support and decorations.
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Fig. 2.18.3: View of the Biertan complex from the southwest with inner and outer precinct walls
and defensive towers.

A . .
Fig. 2.18.4: Detail of the gate tower on the left and a wooden tower in the center and mausoleum
tower on the right with a bartizan built into side of the tower.



David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 147

2.19. SITE NAME: Birghis

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Biirgesch, Biirkos

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: The village of Birghis is along the Sibiu to Agnita road some 9 km east

of Agnita. The fortified complex is in the center of the town. Birghig’s latitude is

45°98'30" N and longitude is 24°53'30" E. Elevation is approximately 438 meters

above sea level.

CONTENT: 1357 is the first note of a village originally named Bzrgesch and owned

by the sons of Graf Stephan of Aizen. In 1428 Birghis was given to the daughters of

Count Hedrich von Alzen. After 1558 Birghis was controlled by the mayor of Sibiu

and the king’s Judge. The church was taken over by the Reformed Church of

Hungary in 1641 and a reformed minister assigned to the parish. The village

contained less than 30 landlords in 1651 and in 1676 the parsonage was burned down.

A scandal broke in 1849 with the shooting of the minister and the burning of the

parsonage. By 1920 some 102 Evangelist persons lived there.

The church was authenticated as a Saxon type in 1642. This was as a result of a
controversy between the rival Reformed and Catholic Hungarian churches. An
entrance fee was charged in 1856 to cover the costs of a renovation. The small hall-
church has a bell tower on the west side and a parsonage building that dates from
1863.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 115-6; Lenk, 1839a: 214; Nussbacher, 2000: 02;
Wagner, 1977: 286

Fig. 2.19.1: View from the north of the church and tower in the center of the village.
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2.20. SITE NAME: Blgjel

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Klein-Blasendorf, Bluesenderf, Balazstelke
COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / unknown
LOCATION: The village of Blajel is located 11 km north of Medias on highway 14a.
The altered church is on a hill on the west edge of town. Blajel’s latitude is 46°21'70"
N and longitude is 24°31'70" E. Elevation is approximately 296 meters above sea
level.

CONTENT: Blajel appears in 1339 in a document providing land rights. In 1373 the
village was recorded as a small municipality owned by one Elena Anthonius. By
1404 King Sigismund loaned portions of the village to some nobles for money. King
Matthias in 1459 parceled out portions of the village to nobles and several rivals
claimed the village throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. By 1869 the
church complex was in disrepair; Minister Johann Gaber complained about roof leaks
and the parsonage was in a state of collapse; the school was noted as a straw-covered
loam hut.

The original church was demolished in the seventeenth century when a new church
was built. To pay the cost a new entrance fee (Eingangstuer) was passed in 1633. By
1869 the church had deteriorated and in 1901 the present church was completed. The
new church is perpendicular to the original church and is a Romanesque-style hall
church.

The fortified church complex consisted of a single oval precinct wall that followed
the hill’s topography. Within the wall were storage chambers for the townspeople
none of which exist today. The wall has been removed but can be traced along the
foundations today.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 367-8; Lenk, 1839a: 88; Wagner, 1977: 182; Wollff,
1881: 22

Fig. 2.20.1: Original church site with the present church Fig. 2.20.2: Close up of the
dating from 1869. church tower.
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2.21. SITE NAME: Boarta

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Michelsdorf, Machelsdref, Mihalyfalva

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Boarta is 4 km east of Seica Mare along the Seica Mare to Agnita road.

The medieval church complex was in the western side of the village, next to the

cemetery. Boarta’s latitude is 46°00'00" N and longitude is 24°20'00" E. Elevation is

approximately 370 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1394 the village was divided between two owners. A fire erupted

sometime in the early 1400s and records indicate that the church was rebuilt between

1435 and 1438. Between 1467 and 1529 the village changed ownership several times

and was controlled by other nearby villages.

The original church was at the west end of the village south of the main road. A
report in 1870 indicates that the church was being quarried for materials and a new
church built south of the road. The quarried materials salvaged included Gothic
arches and prop columns dating from 1434. The new church is a small hall-style
church with a 5/8"™ choir incorporating remnants of the original church. In the
nineteenth century, the fortified church complex and original single precinct wall were
quarried and the materials used to build the new parsonage.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 491-2; Lenk, 1839a: 80; Teutsch and Teutsch, 1899b:
34-40; Wagner, 1977: 286

Fig. 2.21.1: Original church site with the present church dating from 1870.
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2.22. SITE NAME: Boian

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bonnesdorf, Bonnesdref, Alsébajom

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex/ Gothic

LOCATION: Boian is in a small isolated valley that drains into the Tirnava Mica
river some 7 km west of Bazna. The fortified church complex is in the center of the
village. Boian’s latitude is 46°20'00" N and longitude is 24°23'30" E. Elevation is
approximately 289 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Boian dates from 1309 when the village was noted as having a Minister
named Theodorich. Throughout the 1300s, Boian was involved in land disputes
(Hattertstreits) with neighboring villages. By 1415 the controversies were brought
before King Sigismund in Konstanz. Throughout the 1400s the village changed hands
as ownership was sold between nobles numerous times. The village was destroyed in
a fire in 1796 with only the church surviving. Again in 1877 a fire partially destroyed
the village.

The church predates the 1500s but structural details have not been dated or
chronologically placed. According to contracts records, the church was fortified in
1506 when the choir had casting oriels and prop columns installed followed by
bricking up the arcade. New vaulting was installed in 1518, of late Gothic-style, and
the two portals along the north and south walls also had Gothic elements installed.
The church was renovated in 1766 and again in 1825. The latest work on the church
was in 1968 when the roof was replaced.

The fortified complex dates from the late 1500s. A precinct wall some 6 meters
high contained a walkway with shooting loopholes around most of the perimeter. The
bell / gate tower is north of the church and contains a passageway or tunnel entrance
with a portcullis. The tower has a pyramid shaped roof and open battlements on all
sides.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 126, 137; Fabini, 1998: 83-5; Fabritius-Dancu,
1983a: 57; Fabritius-Dancu, 1985: 80; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 102, 174; Gheorghiu,
1985: 1, 13; Gyorfty, 1987: 547-8; Hienz, 1960: 247; Kroner, 2003: 215; Lenk,
1839a: 126; Letz, 1970: 59; Miiller, 1906: 655; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al.,
1934: 32, 38; Teutsch, 1925b: 254; Vatasianu, 1959: 241; Wagner, 1977: 182; Wolff,
1881: 25

Fig. 2.22.1: View of Boian’s choir showing
casting oriels and prop columns.
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Fig. 2.22.2

View from the north of Boian’s gate tower and precinct wall.

Fig. 2.22.3
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2.23. SITE NAME: Boita

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Ochsendorf, Bojca

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Boita is located 4 km south of Talmaciu along highway E81 north of
the Turnul Rosu pass along the Olt river. Boita’s latitude is 45°63'30" N and
longitude is 24°25'00" E. Elevation is approximately 350 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1453 when it was loaned out for payment along
with neighboring villages by the King. The village was noted for paying its taxes to
Sibiu in 1496. By 1572 Boita contained some 86 landlords. Presently, there are no
Saxons remaining in the village and the location of the Saxon church is undetermined.

REFERENCES: Albescu, 1938: 117; Cantacuzino, 2005: 145845.02; Fabini, 1998:
544; Kroner, 2003: 213; Lenk, 1839a: 165; Wagner, 1977: 354
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2.24. SITE NAME: Bradeni

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Henndorf, Héanderf, Hégen

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Bradeni is 21 km northeast of Agnita and 23 km south of Sighisoara
along the Hartibaciu river. The church complex was built next to the river but over
the centuries the course of the river has shifted so that it is some 5 km from the village
at present. Bradeni’s latitude is 46°08'30" N and longitude is 24°83'30" E. Elevation
is approximately 520 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Bradeni was first detailed in 1297 as ‘terra Heen’. In the 1300s, the
village was aligned with the surrounding villages in a peaceful communal
municipality. In 1426 King Sigismund gave weekly market rights to Bradeni. The
document tied the village to the Sighisoara chair. In 1427 the king allowed the village
to hold a fair on St. Andrew’s day. By 1500 Bradeni contained 59 landlords, 4
shepherds and a school. In 1503 a fire destroyed the municipality. Due to the
destruction, the village was released from paying its annual tax for three years. The
Turks burned part of the village in 1658.

The church dates from 1350 and was a place of pilgrimage for Saxons. It was
converted into a hall-style church using the older church’s building materials. The
hall church has a rectangular hall with a 5/ polygon choir. Between the choir and
the hall is a triumphal arch. The entrance to the fortifications above the choir is via a
spiral staircase along the north side of the hall. The battlements are continuous around
the church and comprise some of finest unaltered examples left in Transylvania. That
west entrance of the church also contains a portcullis and an oak door sheathed in iron.
The church retained its Gothic windows but prop columns were added in the choir and
hall. In 1507, records indicated that the church was supported by grants to fortify the
complex. Between 1774 and the later 1850s, Bradeni was flooded several times. So
much silt was deposited that the land rose around the church. The church was
renovated in 1850 and again in 1866.

The church complex is surrounded by a rectangular precinct wall. This originally
was between 5 and 6 meters in height. There is a defensive tower in each corner of
the complex and a second wall around the south side of the complex. The southeast
tower is a three sided protruding type tower that now houses the gate keeper and
grounds-man for the complex. The complex had a drawbridge on the northwest tower
that was repaired in 1770.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 122; Fabini, 1998: 290-2; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 27;
Fabritius-Dancu, 1985: 62; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 194; Gheorghiu, 1985: 168; Hienz,
1960: 281; Horwath, 1940: 5; Kroner, 2003: 33; Lenk, 1839b: 102; Letz, 1970: 32;
Munteanu-Besliu, 2005: 144385.01; Nussbécher, 1981: 809; Oprescu, 1961: 51; Roth
and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 29; Treiber, 1971: 117; Vatasianu, 1959: 593,
595; Wagner, 1977: 360; Wolff, 1881: 51
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Fig. 2.24.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.

Fig. 2.24.2: Villager Storage trunks from the mid-1500s to the mid-1600s. Note the location on the
military floor of the raised choir of the structure with arrow loops in the background.
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Fig. 2.24.3: View from the southeast of the Briadeni fortified complex with the gatekeeper’s
quarters on the right.

Fig. 2.24.4: View from the southeast of the Bradeni Fig. 2.24.5: Vew from the east of the
fortified choir with intact battlements built into the Bradeni church choir and the southeast
raised choir of the church. tower in the foreground.
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2.25. SITE NAME: Bradu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Gierelsau, Giresa, Fenyofalva

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Bradu is 4 km west of Avrig along E 68, the Sibiu to Brasov highway.
The church complex lies north of the highway in the center of the village next to the
stream that flows through the village. Bradu’s latitude is 45°71'70" N and longitude is
24°33'30" E. Elevation is approximately 338 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Documents date the church and village to 1315 when one Matthias
gained the title of royal chaplain. In 1335, the village appears as ‘insula Gerhardi’
from which the German name for the village is derived. By 1380 the village was a
part of the Sibiu chair and in 1468 some 28 landlords lived in the village. In 1488 the
village population increased to 33 landlords and a school master. The troops of
Michael the Brave burned the village in 1600. In the 1700s the village was noted for
fishing and the fishmonger trade.

The church was built in 1497 from money provided from the Seven Chairs of the
Saxon nation. The pillars for supporting the roof were finished in 1506 and the
roofing tiles installed. In 1633 a new church was built over the foundations of the
original church. The new church was built of stone and brick and contains a
semicircular closed choir. The church was renovated in 1803 and repaired in 1906
along with the bell tower. The latter contains a complete walkway around the
battlements. The tower roof is in the pyramid-style and the tower vaulting covers the
original loopholes built into the tower. A single precinct wall in the shape of a rough
oval surrounds the complex. The defensive towers and gate built within the wall have
been removed. Only a minimal wall remains today.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 207-8; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 187; Gheorghiu, 1985:
179; Hienz, 1960: 265; Lenk, 1839a: 358; Nussbédcher, 1987: 509; Nussbéacher, 1996:
409; Wagner, 1977: 350




David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 157

Fig. 2.25.1: (Above) view of the
Bradu church and single precinct
wall in the foreground.

Fig. 2.25.2: (Right) view of the Bradu
church tower and surviving
battlements.
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2.26. SITE NAME: Bratei

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Pretai Pretai Barathely

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Bratei is 5 km east of Medias on highway 14. The church complex lies
at the north end of the village on high ground. Bratei’s latitude is 46°16'70" N and
longitude is 24°41'70" E. FElevation is approximately 294 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: 1283 is the first notation of the village of Bratei. That year, the Alba
Julia chapter separated and the village was assigned to the newly created chapter at
Medias. In the 1300s the village was involved with several land disputes with
neighboring villages. By 1516 Bratei had grown to become a municipality with 96
landlords both Saxon and Romanian, 6 widows, 4 shepherds and a schoolmaster. In
1528, a parliament by the Saxon State was held in Bratei. The village was plundered
by Imperial troops in 1605 but in 1773, Emperor Joseph II visited the church.

The Bratei church at was built in the early 1300s in the early Gothic-style. A
Romanesque window on the east wall dates from this period. The present church is
primarily from the 1400s. It has a polygon choir and a three aisle pillar configuration.
With a vestry on the north end and bell tower on the west end, the church features
pillars with capitals decorated with masks and animals. The Gothic bell tower dates
from the mid-1400s and had pointed arcade arch windows on three sides. When the
church was fortified, the west loft had open bretéches installed to support one another.
The choir vaulting was replaced with stone ribs for reinforcement around 1500 along
with the bricking installed between the columns and shooting niches behind the prop
columns. The bell tower windows were bricked up and open bretéches installed
connected by a wooden walkway on hanging wooden supports around the tower. The
roof was changed to reflect a pyramidal defensive style common in the region. In
1928 a new roof was installed.

The fortified complex dates from the 1500s and had an irregular polygon-shaped
precinct wall. Two of the defensive towers built into the wall were square with
casting oriels and shooting loopholes installed along the wall on the north and west
side along the battlements. Along the south of the wall was the main gate tower with
a tunnel entry and portcullis. By the 1700s the gate tower was altered and the
walkways around the walls removed. In 1906 the small bastion was removed and a
parish meeting hall built in its place with the materials.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 246; Fabini, 1998: 566-8; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a:
61; Fabritius-Dancu, 1985: 157; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 84, 122; Gheorghiu, 1985:
184; Hienz, 1960: 396; Horwath, 1940: 62; Kroner, 2003: 215; Lenk, 1839c: 262;
Letz, 1970: 56, Nussbacher, 1981: 31; Vatasianu, 1959: 583-4; Wagner, 1977: 352,
274
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Fig. 2.26.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.

Fig. 2.26.2: View from the north of the Bratei church complex and village.
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Fig. 2.26.3: View from the south of the Bratei church and the south-west tower. Note the external
prop-columns supporting the military fortified choir.

Fig. 2.26.4: View from the southwest of the Bratei church and the south gate tower.
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2.27. SITE NAME: Bruiu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Braller Brulya

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Bruiu is 11 km southwest of Cincu north of highway E68 from Sibiu to
Brasov. The village is on the north bank of the Olt river and so is isolated and
approachable only east from Somartin and west from Cincu along a dirt track. The
fortified church complex lies in the center of the town along the main road. Bruiu’s
latitude is 45°86'70" N and longitude is 24°70'00" E. Elevation is approximately 514
meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Bruiu is first mentioned in 1307 in documents from Foeldvar. From
1332 to 1335 the village was mentioned in clergy letters about the municipality. By
1488 some 37 landlords, 2 poor people and 3 goat herders lived in the village. In the
1500s, Bruiu was noted as being a free municipality with some 64 resident landlords.
Continual land disputes embroiled the village from the 1500s until the 1800s. In 1707
imperial troops devastated the village and its inhabitants.

The church dates from the early 1300s and was built in the Romanesque-style. By
the second half of the nineteenth century almost all Romanesque details were torn
down and lost during renovations. As was typical, the church had side aisles and a
bell tower open on three sides with narrow round windows. The central aisle was 18
meters long and 5 meters wide with the side aisles some 3 meters wide. In the early
1500s the church was fortified and altered with late-Gothic style vaulting and the
enclosing of the Romanesque arcades. The tower sections connecting the side-aisles
were demolished and a square choir with ribbed vaulting installed. A military, three,
level tower was built as part of the fortified choir and all of the arched windows were
bricked up. In 1845 a semi-circular choir was extended on to the original square
choir. In the late 1800s, the choir tower was removed and in the early 1900s the
military elements were dismantled and a pyramid shaped roof installed on the bell
tower.

The fortified complex contained an inner and outer precinct wall in the shape of an
oval. The inner wall contained a singular defensive tower on the south wall. The
outer wall contained 4 bastions and a square tower that were flush (even) with the
wall. Shooting loopholes are still visible along the north wall but the three levels of
battlement walkways have been removed. Storage sheds for the villagers’ food
supplies were installed along the outer wall. In 1970 the complex was renovated and
iron and concrete reinforcements installed to prevent the walls from collapsing.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 89-92; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 70, 174; Gheorghiu,
1985: 179; Hienz, 1960: 248; Honterus, 1939: 2; Horwath, 1940: 56; Kroner, 2003:
56; Lenk, 1839a: 200; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 135; Teutsch,
1925b: 409; Treiber, 1971: 93; Vatasianu, 1959: 69, 581, 595; Wagner, 1977: 364
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Fig. 2.27.1: View from the north of the Bruiu Fig. 2.27.2: The north precinct wall and
church and precinct wall. corner bastion with loopholes.

Fig. 2.27.3: View of the Bruiu church complex doorway.
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2.28. SITE NAME: Buia

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bell, Ball, Bolya

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Buia is in the valley of ‘Kaltbachs’ or Cold Brook approximately 11
km east of Seica Mare and highway 14. The fortified church complex is in the center
of the town along the main road. Buia’s latitude is 45°96'70" N and longitude is
24°28'30" E. Elevation is approximately 430 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village was first noted in 1296 when it, along with its forest and
fields, were sold to neighboring Vupar. It changed ownership again in 1357 when the
village was deeded to Katharina Mehes and transferred to the Alba Julia chapter. The
village early on was actually two villages: one called Upper Buia and the other Lower
Buia. The villages merged in the beginning of the twentieth century. Both suffered
through land disputes throughout the 1400s with Vupar. By the end of the century,
Buia was bought by the Chief Judge of Sibiu one Johann Lulay. In 1596, Michael the
Brave gave the area to the orthodox diocese in Alba Julia. In 1699 the Saxon nation
protested that it was entitled to Buia. Buia reverted to the Saxon nation and control
with a minister assigned to the village.

The church is located on a saddle between two hills west of the village. Due to the
terrain constraints, the church does not have the typical east-west orientation. Instead,
it was built along a north-south axis with an irregular south polygon choir. The
church was built in the Gothic hall-style with flat ceilings and no vaulting. Prop
columns and arched windows remained in the church but were bricked up in the
1500s. Unusually, but due to the sloping ground, the bell tower was erected along the
east side of the church. The original tower collapsed in an earthquake in 1620. In
1638 the fore-hall had a solid oak door installed. The door was still in use and had the
original decorations of the Renaissance visible until 1992. A Gothic arch divided the
choir from the nave and the hall ceiling was flat and paneled in 88 sections. All
materials have been sold off or reused since the 1992 abandonment of the church. The
door and ceiling panels are missing and unaccounted for.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 34-5; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 171; Gyorfty, 1987: 196;
Hienz, 1960: 233; Lenk, 1839a: 170; Vatasianu, 1959: 453; Wagner, 1977: 286
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Fig. 2.28.1:
View of the
ruins of the
Bruiu church
complex from
the southwest.
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Fig. 2.28.2: View of the ruins of the Bruiu church complex including the church (right) without roof
being scavenged for building materials.

Fig. 2.28.3: View of the Bruiu church complex high ground from the village.
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2.29. SITE NAME: Bungart

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Baumgarten, Bongard

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Bungart lies some 9 km directly east of Sibiu and 2 km east of
Selimbar but is accessible only from the road from Selimbar. Bungart’s latitude is
45°76'70" N and longitude is 24°21'70" E. Elevation is approximately 467 meters
above sea level

CONTENT: In 1429 the Pope assigned a priest to the village and this became the first
note of the village. In 1468 the village paid taxes to Sibiu and later that year, the
village was destroyed and depopulated by the Turks. By 1488, the village contained
20 Romanian families and 2 shepherds. In 1521 the village was re-populated by
Saxons from the village of Gusterita some 5 km northeast of Bungart. The original
church called the ‘Elftausend Jungfrauen’ or church of Eleven Thousand Virgins was
rebuilt and in 1524 the Romanians living in the village were driven out. In 1628
Bulgarian Latin Christians settled in Bungart. By 1698 some 49 Romanian families
again lived in the village and in 1777 an orthodox church was built. The last Saxon
minister left the village in 1903 and the parsonage and school were sold off in 1907.
By 1922 only 11 Saxons lived in the village; today no Saxons remain.

REFERENCES: Binder, 1982: 323-4; Fabini, 1998: 46-7; Hienz, 1960: 233; Kroner,
2003: 158; Lenk, 1839a: 171; Nussbacher, 1987: 34-6; Siegmund, 1931: 91; Wagner,
1977: 350




David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 166

2.30. SITE NAME: Buzd

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Bu3d, Buss, Szaszbuzd

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Buzd is southeast of Medias some 4 km south of highway 14 between

Medias and Sighisoara. The church complex is on the east end of the village on

sloping ground. Buzd’s latitude is 46°13'30" N and longitude is 24°41'70" E.

Elevation is approximately 403 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Buzd was first documented in 1356 when a murder was noted. In 1359,

Buzd became a free municipality belonging to the Medias chair. Throughout the

1400s, the village prospered and by 1516 it contained 30 landlords, 6 widows, 2

shepherds, a miller and schoolmaster. The village increased to 61 landlords within 30

years. The village remained almost totally Saxon throughout its history. Well into the

1980s no Romanians have been reported as living in Buzd.

The church dates from the early 1400s. The choir is the oldest part, with
foundations dating from this time. The rectangular end of the choir next to the
transept contains sandstone ribs and the tracery of the windows in the north-east. The
nave is lower than the choir and is connected with a series of steps to the choir. When
the church was fortified in the early 1500s, three closed bretéches were installed, of
which a single one on the south side of the choir remains. In the north wall of the
choir is the sacristy. The nave was renovated in 1846 and a flat stucco ceiling
replaced the Gothic vaulting.

The fortified complex consisted of an irregular single precinct wall some 6 to 7

meters in height. The complex contained a gate tower with portcullis in the north-east
and a defensive tower in the north-west corner of the wall. Shooting loopholes and
casting oriels remain in the walls along the perimeter of the complex. The north-west
tower was three sided and contained a walkway below the roof. Along the walkway
or Allure, the structure contained wooden merlons with arrow loops. The gate tower
structure was destroyed in an 1890 earthquake.
REFERENCES: (Dragut, 1979: 179; Fabini, 1998: 122-4; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a:
62; Fabritius-Dancu, 1985: 159; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 177; Gheorghiu, 1985: 154;
Hienz, 1960: 251; Horwath, 1940: 64; Kroner, 2003: 120; Lenk, 1839a: 219; Letz,
1970: 55; Oprescu, 1961: 25, 41; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 65;
Wagner, 1977: 374)

Fig. 2.30.1: Schematic of the church from Fig. 2.30.2: Schematic of the church
the north. and complex.
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Fig. 2.30.4: South view of the church fortified Fig. 2.30.5: Interior view of the church choir
choir and stairway. damage due to water seepage.
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2.31. SITE NAME: Calvasar

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kaltwasser, Sebeskapolna

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown
LOCATION: Calvasar today is a part of the village of Seica Mare, but was originally
a separate village on the west bank of the Tirnava River across from Seica Mare.
Calvasar’s latitude is 46°01'70" N and longitude is 24°16'70" E. Elevation is
approximately 337 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Calvasar is first mentioned in 1296 when it was purchased by Michael,
son of the count Thomas's von Kaitwasser, and his brother Nikolaus. In 1394, the
village appeared under the name of ‘frigidis aquis’. In 1398 the village again was sold,
in 1467, the village had become known as ‘Kaitwasser’ and was loaned to a noble for
rent. Again in 1501 and 1529 the village was sold to various nobles. No Saxons have
lived in the village since 1752 and no trace of the church remains.

REFERENCES: (Fabini, 1998: 328; Gyorfty, 1987: 198; Lenk, 1839a: 118;
Siegmund, 1933: 12; Wagner, 1977: 286)

Fig. 2.31.1: South view of the village of Calvasir today.



David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 169

2.32. SITE NAME: Casolt

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kastelhotz, Kastnhiilts, Hermany

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / Gothic

LOCATION: Casolt is situated on the north bank of the Hartibaciu river 1 km south
of the Sibiu to Agnita highway. It lies 9 km east of Sibiu. The original church stood
on a hill summit southwest of the village. The present church is on high ground down
the hill overlooking the village. Casolt’s latitude is 45°78'30" N and longitude is
24°28'30" E. Elevation is approximately 406 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: 1302 marks the first time that the village was listed in documents. By
1332 the village was listed on the papal tax lists. The village was burned in 1456 by
the troops of Vlad Dracul so by 1468 only 18 homes made up the village. The
numbers increased so that by 1488 the village had 28 landlords, 2 shepherds and a
school master. Land disputes with neighboring villages were noted in 1569 and by
1591 most of the disputes were settled in favor of Casolt. A report in 1700 noted that
the village contained 36 Saxon and 14 Romanian families. The Kurgans plundered
the village in 1705. In 1805 a new church and bell tower was built nearer to the
village. In an area south-east of the village called the ‘Huenengraeber’ an excavation
in 1862 revealed between 300 and 500 grave mounds. The graves dated from between
A.D. 100-300.

The church, built in 1302, was visible from many miles around. The new hall-style
church built in 1805 was medieval in design with a half cross layout and Gothic
elements. It was abandoned after 1807 and the ruins remained visible until 1916.
During the first world war, the old church and precinct wall ruins were completely
destroyed by heavy fighting and the results of trench warfare. After the war, agrarian
reform gave the land to Romanian farmers and the complex remnants and materials
were then sold off.

REFERENCES: (Fabini, 1998: 330-1; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 199; Hienz, 1960: 326;
Lenk, 1839a: 111; Vatasianu, 1959: 613; Wagner, 1977: 350)

Fig. 2.32.1:
Northeast view of
the Orthodox
Church believed to
be built with some
of the original
Saxon church
materials.
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2.33. SITE NAME: Chesler

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kesseln, Keszlér

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Chesler is a remote village 5.5 km northwest of Copsa Mica accessable
via an 8 km dirt track from the village of Micasasa. Chesler’s latitude is 46°13'30" N
and longitude is 24°18'30" E. Elevation is approximately 350 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1439 in Sibiu town records. In 1480 the village
was sold by one Sebastian Orszag. The village remained small due in part to its
isolation for the rest of the region. By 1720 no Saxons lived in the village and some
51 Romanian families lived there today with no trace of the church remaining today.

REFERENCES: (Fabini, 1998: 351; Lenk, 1839b: 242; Wagner, 1977: 182)
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2.34. SITE NAME: Chirpar

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kirchberg, Kiirpod

COUNTY /JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Chirpar is 9 km south of Agnita and only accessible by a dirt track.
The village is situated between the Cistercian Abbey at Cirta and the town of Agnita
in the north. The fortified church and complex lies in the center of the village on level
ground. Chirpar’s latitude is 45°90'00" N and longitude is 24°60'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 497 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Chirpar dates from between 1332 and 1335 when the village appeared
on papal tax lists as ‘Kyrchperch’. By 1500 the village was listed as a free
municipality with 44 resident landlords. In 1523 an individual from Chirpar named
Peter von Kirchberg was excommunicated for preaching Lutheran teachings. By 1532
the village contained some 57 landlords. In 1543 the Saxon Nation University set a
judgment on land disputes with several villages including Chirpar. The village was
ordered to pay a yearly sum of 10 guldens to the Sibiu poorhouse. Fires consumed the
village in 1547 and in 1642. The latter fire caused a great deal of loss of life and
property. Nonetheless, by 1695 the village consisted of 78 families, 30 widows and
25 orphans. The Kurgans attacked and destroyed the village in 1707. Romanians
were given legal status in 1786 by the Imperial court and in 1823 the village was
allowed to hold a fair twice a year.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built as a Romanesque three
aisle church supported by column arcades. The choir was square with groin vaulting
and the apse was semi-circular and half enclosed. A rectangular Romanesque bell
tower had arcades installed on each side; spiral stairs led to the 2™ floor of the tower
which contained two defensive floors; Romanesque circular window was built into a
bretéche on the third floor. Around 1500, the church was modified in the late-Gothic
style and fortified. The column arcades of the church were bricked up or cleared away
and the arcades along the tower covered. The tower was connected to the church and
the bell tower redesigned as a donjon. All tower entrances and the west portal were
walled up and the windows in the tower as well. Only the shooting loopholes were
left and battlements were built around the top of the tower. In 1800 the bell tower had
a new roof installed but the defensive fortifications were kept.

The fortified church complex was enclosed within a rectangular single precinct
wall. Along the north inner wall sheds were built for storage of goods and supplies by
the village families. The fortifications were begun in the early 1500s and completed
by 1625. The complex contained a gate tower with portcullis along the north and a
second gate tower northwest side of the complex. Three other towers were also built
along the north-east, southwest and southeast corner walls. All of the towers were
three sided and contained a walkways below the roofs except the southeast corner.
This tower was semi-circular. In 1891 the north wall was demolished to make way for
a new school and in the early 1900s all remaining towers with the exception of the
southeast tower were dismantled and the southeast tower collapsed in 1968.

REFERENCES: (Entz, 1968a: 145; Fabini, 1998: 354-7; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 151;
Gerster and Rill, 1997: 200; Gheorghiu, 1985: 179; Hienz, 1960: 330)
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Fig. 2.34.1: View from the south of the Chirpar church clock tower and battlements.

Fig. 2.34.2: View from the southwest of the Chirpar church showing the original roofline and the
redesigned donjon clock tower and battlements.
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2.35. SITE NAME: Cirta

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kerz, Kierz, Kerc

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex and
nearby Cistercian Gothic abbey

LOCATION: The abbey church at Cirta is located 47 km east of Sibiu 2 km north of
the Sibiu to Bragsov highway, E68. The church of the abbey is on the east side of the
village. Cirta’s latitude is 45°78'30" N and longitude is 24°56'70" E. Elevation is
approximately 409 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1202 the Cistercian abbey of Cirta was founded and in 1223 the
magister gave governing control of the abbey to the village of Cisnadioara. In 1241
and again in 1264 the monastery was destroyed by the Mongols. King Stephen took
control of the monastery in 1264 and put it under his personal protection. By 1356
some 13 monks lived in Cirta and in 1418 King Sigismund approved a new charter for
the abbey. In 1421 and 1432 Turkish forces destroyed the abbey and church. King
Matthias dissolved the abbey due to charges of corruption in 1474 and put control of
the abbey under the Sibiu city church. The abbey burned in 1613 and in 1646 Prince
Rékoécezy 11 retired there to live out his life. The abbey endured through the nineteenth
century in the form of ruins with only a portion of the building being used as a church.
At the end of the Great War in 1918, the ruined nave of the church beneath the rose
window was used as a burial plot for fallen soldiers (where they remain today).
Between 1980 and 1982, the parsonage building was renovated and today a single
Saxon family occupies the building and maintains the church.

The original church dates from the thirteenth century and was built in the Cistercian
Gothic-style. The church contained a transept and raised 5/8" choir built in the same
style as Cistercian churches in France. The choir vault ribs are placed on round
columns in the six part Cistercian vault style with six rosette windows around the
semi-circular choir. The nave contained the finest rose window in all of Transylvania.
Today, the present church is in the south transept and choir of the original building. It
is a hall-church that contains much of the details of the original building.

The abbey complex contains a few fortified elements. In the 1500s, a six-sided
defensive tower was built into the west front of the church. The tower contained
arrow loops, battlements and wooded embrasure covers that projected outward to
allow for downward firing. After repairs in 1506, the abbey and all of the monastery
buildings were enclosed by a single precinct wall. The wall was recorded as 6 meters
high with an allure or walkway around the entire perimeter. The remains of the wall
and its location are yet to be determined.

REFERENCES: (Dragut, 1979: 7, 33; Entz, 1968a: 144; Fabini, 1998: 347-51;
Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 133; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 48, 200; Gheorghiu, 1985: 91;
Giindisch, 1983a: 68, 72-4; Giindisch, 1987: 6; Hienz, 1960: 29; Ionescu, 1982: 140;
Kroner, 2003: 37, 47, 177; Lenk, 1839b: 245; Mittelstra3, 1961b: 90; Oprescu, 1961:
17, 66; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 6; Vatasianu, 1959: 44, 107-9;
Wagner, 1977: 358; Zimmermann, 1892: 27, 94)
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Fig. 2.35.1: (Below) view from the southeast of  Fig. 2.35.2: (Below) view from the northeast of the
the Cirta abbey rose window and front tower. Cirta abbey north nave wall and tower.

Fig. 2.35.3: View from the south of the present Cirta church showing the six rosette windows
around the polygon shaped choir of the original transept and choir.
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Fig. 2.35.4: View from the east of the ruined refectory outer wall with traditional Cistercian Gothic
elements.

Fig. 2.35.5: Interior view of the ruined nave Fig. 2.35.6: Interior view of the present
and World War I burial plot of Austro- church with the Gothic ribbed vaulting and
Hungarian soldiers from Cirta. six rosette windows surrounding the polygon

shaped choir.
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2.36. SITE NAME: Cisnadie

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Heltau, Hick, Nagydisznod

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Cisnadie lies 8 km south of Sibiu along a small stream at the base of
the Carpathian uplands. The fortified complex is in the center of the village along the
stream. Cisnadie’s latitude is 45°71'70" N and longitude is 24°15'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 496 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Cisnddie is one of the oldest Saxon settlements in Transylvania.
Twelfth century headstones survive in the graveyard of the church and the Lectern and
baptismal font were brought from the Saar Mosel area of Germany. The oldest
surviving documentation of Cisnadie dates from 1323 and even then mentions
Cisnddie as a city, known as a city of craftsmen. The houses were built mostly of
stone and brick. Throughout the 1300s, Cisnadie had competing land and border
claims with the village of Selimbar. In 1372 a land dispute between Sibiu and
Cisnadie ended in a riot and murder. The border between the two cities was formally
settled as a result. By 1468 some 181 homes were in the city. Between 1475 and
1478 the Bishop of Alba Julia presides over the tenth land dispute between Cisnadie
and Selimbar, found in favor of Cisnadie. The city was one of the most prosperous
cities in all of the Saxon lands. In 1496, the city alone paid an annual tax of 200
guldens whereas the entire chair of Miercurea Sibiului comprising some 30 villages
paid 492 guldens. In 1500 the city was chartered to hold a yearly market. By 1594
some 421 families lived in the city. It was besieged in 1658 and had to pay a ransom
to get its possessions returned. The fortified church complex was occupied by the
Kurgans, a people from what is now north-east Hungary, in 1705 and the population
was forced to give some 1500 guldens before they would leave. The city was
plundered by imperial troops pursuing the Kurgans but later that year, the Kurgans
returned and demanded some 4,000 guldens. After they received the ransom, they
burned the fields and destroyed the grain stores.

The church and bell tower construction began in the late 1100s. The church was in
the form of a three aisle Romanesque basilica with west tower. The choir was square
and contained a half round apse on the east end. The church contained barrel vaulting
with a main solid semi-circular arch over the nave. The west bell tower is some 12.5
meters high, 3 meters thick and connected to the church via two semi-circular arches.
The church was fortified in the second half of the 1500s. Four military floors were
built over the choir. The apse was enlarged in a polygonal shape and shooting
loopholes installed. The choir was super-elevated for protection and the Romanesque
windows were bricked up. In 1591 a new pyramid-style roof was installed on the
towers along with a polygon shape battlements. The tower roof was destroyed in a
lightening strike in 1660 and repaired. The church was restored from 1984 to 1988.

The fortified church complex is derived from an older set of walls surrounding the
church. The complex contains a double precinct wall with bastions, defensive towers
and militarily engineered gates. Uniquely, iron sheathed doors were installed at the
same time. Between the inner and outer wall was originally a water moat. The inner
wall was 6 meters high with an allure or walkway built over arched brick arcades used
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for storage. The wall had a wooden covered walkway complete with crenellations and
merlons. The gunpowder tower exploded in a 1494 accident and was rebuilt. The
moat was filled in and storage sheds built in the nineteenth century. The north gate
tower was dismantled in 1911. The west defensive gate tower is built over a chapel
and ossuary and still contains the triple rows of shooting loopholes. South of the
church stands the parsonage that dates from the 1500s.

REFERENCES: (Anonymous, 2004a: 143744.02; Dragut, 1979: 72; Ecsedy, 1979:
39-44; Entz, 1968a: 27; Fabini, 1998: 283-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1980: 27, 140;
Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 4; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 4, 45; Gheorghiu, 1985: 49, 187-
9,190; Hienz, 1960: 277; Ionescu, 1982: 135; Kréner, 2003: 56, 69, 177; Lenk, 1839c:
140; Letz, 1970: 59; Michaelis, 1942: 42; Nussbécher, 1981: 108, 110; Oprescu, 1961:
18-19; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 76, 451; Siegmund, 1931: 112;
Vatasianu, 1959: 29, 591; Wagner, 1977: 350; Wolft, 1881: 92; Zimmermann, 1892:
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Fig. 2.36.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.
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Fig. 2.36.2: (Below left) Cisnadie interior court view of the west defensive gate tower and ossuary
with triple rows of shooting loopholes and inner precinct wall.
=T

Fig. 2.36.3: (Above right) exterior view of the church’s iron sheathed door and lock dating from the
mid-1500s still in use today.

Fig. 2.36.4: (Below) interior view of the church painted pew dating from 1552. Folk art dominated
the interior of the church.
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Fig. 2.36.5: Interior view of the church grounds from the southeast showing the tunnel style gate
house entrance and covered modified bretéche over the exit.
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Fig. 2.36.6: Interior view from the west of the church precinct wall showing the covered allure built
over arched brick arcades storage compartments for villagers.
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2.37. SITE NAME: Cisnadioara

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Michelsberg, Méchelsbarch, Kisdisznod

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Cisnadioara is 9 km south of Sibiu and 3 km west of Hermannstadt and
3 km west of Cisnadie. The church complex lies east of the village on the summit of
the mountain. Cisnddioara’s latitude is 45°70'00" N and longitude is 24°10'00" E.
Elevation is approximately 469 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Radu Heitel’s archaeological excavation in 1964 dated the fortified
complex and church to around 1172. Cisnadioara was administratively separated from
Cisnddie in 1195. The village was a part of the long running land dispute between
Sibiu and Cisnadie. King Andreas II gave the church to clergyman Magister
Gozelinus between 1204 and 1223. The first documentary evidence of the church
dates to this time. In 1322 the church became the possession of the abbey of Cirta and
the monks tilled the lands surrounding the complex. The boundaries between
Cisnadioara and Cisnadie were fixed in 1469. After the dissolution of the abbey, the
church became a possession of Sibiu based on royal decree. Ownership contentions
between Sibiu, Cisnadioara and Cisnadie resulted in papal investigations in 1510.
Cisnadie took over the church by force and in 1511 the papal judgment confirmed
Cisnadie’s claim. In 1658 the village was burned by Turkish troops but the population
escaped to the church fortress complex. Austrian Imperial troops burned the village in
1705

The church was built at the end of the 1100s. The church is an early three aisle
Romanesque church built of stacked river stones. The side arcades are windowless
but the central aisle has small Roman windows in the triforitum. The choir is square
with groin vaulting and the main apse is semi-circular as are the north and south apses.
The church was designed to have towers on the west side flanking the front entrance.
Only the north tower base was built. The church is terraced due to the terrain.
Relativity unaltered, the church was repaired in 1747 and a new roof installed in 1778.

The village church below is in the center of the village and under the hill where the
fortified complex is located. This church dates from 1428 and was in the Gothic-
style; since 1764 it is in the late baroque form.

The fortified church complex was begun around 1200. A single precinct wall in the
shape of an elongated oval was built with a flush gate tower along the south wall.
Battlements and an allure ran the entire perimeter of the wall with an external stand
alone east tower some twenty meters in front of the precinct wall. The west tower was
built into the wall as a mural tower. In 1964 the entire complex was excavated and the
restoration work began the next year as the church was declared a historical
monument of Romania. The monument contains a war memorial for the lost of both
world wars.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 2004b: 143753.01; Dragut, 1979: 11, 188; Entz,
1968a: 22, 27; Fabini, 1998: 485-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983: 3; Fabritius-Dancu, 1985:
136; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 49, 214; Gindisch, 1987: 396; Hienz, 1960: 378; Ionescu,
1982: 135; Kroner, 2003: 49; Lenk, 1839b: 272; Letz, 1970: 22; Michaelis, 1942: 47,
Mittelstra3, 1961b: 55; Nussbdcher, 1981: 114; Oprescu, 1961: 17-8, 26; Roth and
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Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 21, 32, 121; Tiplic and White, 2007: 153-6;
Treiber, 1971: 40; Vatasianu, 1959: 16, 27-9, 69; Wagner, 1977: 358; Zimmermann,
1892: 27

Fig. 2.37.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.

Fig. 2.37.2: Exterior view from the south of the Romanesque-style with small triforium windows
and two of the three semi-circular apses.
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Fig. 2.37.3: Exterior view of the west front of the church with Gothic elements incorporated into the
south tower foundation of the church.

Fig. 2.37.4: View from the northwest of the complex showing the village and surrounding terrain.
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Fig. 2.37.5: View from the north of the remains of the flush gate tower along the south wall and the
crenellations and merlons built into the precinct wall.

Fig. 2.37.6: (Left) south view of the main
semi-circular apse attached to the square
choir and the outer precinct wall.

Fig. 2.37.7: (Below) interior of the choir with
monument to the war dead of Cisnadioara
from both World Wars.
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2.38. SITE NAME: Colun

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kellen, Kolun

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Colun is located 8 km east of the Cistercian abbey of Cirta on the north
bank of the Olt river. Colun’s latitude is 45°78'30" N and longitude is 24°50'00" E.
Elevation is approximately 384 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Colun is first mentioned as a possession of the abbey of Cirta in 1322.
Later, in 1474 the village was sold to Sibiu and records indicate that the village paid
taxes in 1495 and 1496. The village was depopulated by the Turks after the abbey
was destroyed in 1432 and Romanian families moved into the village ruins. The
church location and remnants have been lost and are undetermined.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 342; Lenk, 1839b: 324; Mittelstral}, 1961b: 90;
Wagner, 1977: 358
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2.39. SITE NAME: Copsa Mare

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Gross-Kopich, Gnisz-Kopesch, Nagykapus

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Copsa Mare is located south of the Medias to Sighisoara highway 14
some 2 km east of Biertan accessible via a dirt track. The church complex lies on high
ground in the east side of the village. Copsa Mare’s latitude is 46°13'30" N and
longitude is 24°55'00" E. Elevation is approximately 396 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Copsa Mare was first documented in a 1283 letter from the bishop of
Alba Julia. Land disputes in the 1300s made the village prominent and in 1359 the
village was a free municipality on royal land. In 1366 fighting broke out between
Copsa Mare and Malincrav over land rights when King Ludwig ruled for Malincrav.
By 1455 King Ladislaus allowed the village a yearly market. By 1532, the village
consisted of 126 landlords. In 1605, the village was plundered by Syékely troops.

The church is an exceptional example of advanced military engineering. It dates
from the beginning of the 1300s and was built in the Gothic-style. The structure has
three aisles with columns and a bell tower. Low rounded arcades separated the side
aisles from the nave. The tower had closed bretéches built from stone and covered
with brickwork. In the fortifying of the church in the 1500s the side aisles were
removed and the center aisles arcade bricked up. The tower arcades were closed up
and shooting loopholes and plunging loopholes installed on several levels of the
tower. The bell tower had a wooden walkway and battlements installed along with a
pyramidal roof. In 1510 a new raised 5/8" choir was built. Interestingly, the choir is
11 meters higher than the central nave. Above the choir vaulting, military bretéches
and shooting loops were installed. A steep roof was installed over the choir and nave
and is saddleback in shape. Military floors were installed over the prop columns and
they were connected with brick arches for movement of defenders. The choir was
taller than the west tower. In 1605 the church was devastated by Székely troops and
repairs were not completed until 1795. The church archives still maintain the repair
contracts. In 1802 an earthquake damaged the vaulting of the south side aisle.
Repairs were carried out between 1831 and 1832. Sections of the church were
restored in 1968 and 1977. The roof was replaced in 1995

The church complex is from the beginning of the 1500s. The complex contained a
single precinct wall in the shape of a rectangle. The wall was between 3 and 4 meters
high with shooting loopholes imbedded throughout. The west wall provided the gate
tower and portcullis. In the north-east a two-sided defensive tower with a mono-pitch
roof was built. The tower contained casting oriels as well as shooting loopholes in the
tower. The south-west tower and fruit storage sheds along the inside of the precinct
wall were dismantled in 1827. The parish meeting hall, built in 1928, was the last
construction on the site.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 227-31; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983: 70; Gerster and Rill,
1997: 188; Gheorghiu, 1985: 175; Hienz, 1960: 267; Horwath, 1940: 66-7; Kroner,
2003: 66; Lenk, 1839c: 148; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 156;
Trauschenfels, 1860: 37; Vatasianu, 1959: 119, 583, 586; Wagner, 1977: 374;
Zimmermann, 1892: 145
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Fig. 2.39.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.

Fig. 2.39.2: View from the south of the church structure with fortified elements visible.
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Fig. 2.39.4: View from the south of the
raised fortified choir with defensive
elements.
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2.40. SITE NAME: Copsa Mica

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Klein-Kopisch, Kli-Kopesch, Kiskapus

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Copsa Mica is located 12 km southwest of Medias along highway 14

The medieval church is in the eastern part of the village. Copsa Mica’s latitude is

46°11'70" N and longitude is 24°25'00" E. Elevation is approximately 301 meters

above sea level.

CONTENT: Today, Copsa Mica is one of the most polluted cities in Romania. The

city was the home of a carbon black steel plant that is no longer in operation. The

byproducts of the plant have turned everything in the village black. When operating,

it was said that the cows were black from the pollution.

The church dates from 1402 when King Sigismund released Copsa Mica from the
Graf of Medias. The village was listed as evidence in a land dispute between nobles
in 1429. The village was named as a free municipality in 1510 and had 28 landlords
by 1516. The village was subordinated to Medias in 1774 for court purposes. In
1775, Lutherans occupied the church with Catholics and the Emperor decreed that
Lutherans could keep the church and the Catholics would get a new church built
nearby. By 1781 the village had Hungarian Evangelical-Lutherans and no Saxons
lived in the village. The Hungarian minister transferred the building to Saxon clergy
in 1786 as Saxons moved back into the village and the Hungarians moved out.

The church was built toward the end of the 1200s. It was designed in the
Romanesque-style with one aisle and a square choir with polygon end. The
Evangelical church today still contains Romanesque elements in form and outline.
The West-front of the church has a small Romanesque bell tower that has been
fortified with a battlement and defensive pyramidal roof. The single precinct wall
contains crenellations and merlons along its entire length.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 370-1; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 202; Giindisch, 1983a:
381; Gyorffy, 1987: 198; Kroner, 2003: 115; Lenk, 1839b: 281; Miiller, 1929: 182;
Siegmund, 1931: 12; Siegmund, 1933: 21; Wagner, 1977: 374

Fig. 2.40.1: Interior
view of the thirteenth
century Romanesque
apse.
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Fig. 2.40.2: Detail of the west-front Romanesque Fig. 2.40.3: The west-front entrance of the
bell tower fortified with a battlement and defensive  church with precinct wall.
pyramidal roof.

Fig.
2.40.4:
The west
interior of
the
church
with
organ in
front of
the
entrance.
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Fig. 2.40.5: View
of the village
from the east
showing the red
tile roofs
blackened by the
now abandoned
carbon black
facility.

Fig. 2.40.6: South view of the remains of the industrial facilities built in the village and the
pollution left behind.



David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 191

2.41. SITE NAME: Cornatel

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Harwesdorf, Hortobagzfalva

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Cornatel is along the Hartibaciu river some 20 km east of Sibiu. The
village is on the Sibiu to Agnita highway. Cornatel’s latitude is 45°80'00" N and
longitude is 24°35'00" E. Elevation is approximately 440 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1306, we hear of the people of the village of ‘Cornachel’. In 1319
the village appears as ‘Hortobagh’, a possession of one Noble Tolmach. The village
had Saxons living in the village until the eighteenth century. By 1733, the village
contained some 850 Romanian inhabitants and no Saxons. The village church and
complex are undetermined to date.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 273-4; Lenk, 1839b: 139; Wagner, 1977: 358; Wolff,
1881: 49; Zimmermann, 1892: 368
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2.42. SITE NAME: Coves

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kibisch, Agotakévesd

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant / Gothic-
hall

LOCATION: The village of Coves is located 4.3 km west of the city of Agnita some

2 km off of the Agnita to Sibiu road along the Hartibaciu River. The fortified church

is in the center of the village. Coves’s latitude is 45°98'30" N and longitude is

24°56'70" E. Elevation is approximately 516 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Coves was first noted in 1357 when the death of a noble’s son was

recorded and by the 1400s, the village was an established member of the Sibiu

chapter. In 1472, King Matthias loaned the village out to a Count Thobiassy for rent.

By 1501, the Thobiassy family re-negotiated their rights to the village with the King

and by 1715 the village was still paying rent to the Thobiassy family and in 1766 the

Saxon contract with the King expired. The last Saxon minister left in 1768.

The Coves church is a medieval hall-style building without a tower. Gothic
elements include arched windows, groin vaulting and external prop columns. The
building remains controversial as it contains both Hungarian as well as Saxon
elements. To date, no definitive pedigree has been established.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 324; Giindisch, 1989: 297; Lenk, 1839b: 356; Miiller,
1929: 180; Siegmund, 1931: 114; Siegmund, 1933: 20; Teutsch and Teutsch, 1925:
221-3; Teutsch, 1862: 15, 187; Wagner, 1977: 286; Werner, 1900: 136

0 E 40m

Fig. 2.42.1: Schematic of Coves church with groin vaulting common in medieval period and
external prop columns supporting the structure.
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2.43. SITE NAME: Cristian

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): GroB3au, Grisaa, Kereszténysziget

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Cristian is located 10 km west of Sibiu along E68 and the banks of the
Cibin river. The fortified church and complex is in the center of the village.
Cristian’s latitude is 45°78'30" N and longitude is 24°03'30" E. Elevation is
approximately 449 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1223 a document mentioned the village of ‘Insula Cristianad’ as the
first recording of Christian. Throughout the 1300s, the village grew in importance and
wealth and by 1359 a judge of the village was also a member of the Saxon nation
court. A peace treaty between Saxons and Romanians was signed in Cristian in 1383.
By 1468 the village had acquired town status with over 200 homes and was the second
largest community in the chapter. The town was burned by the Turks in 1493 and an
army mutiny took place there in 1529. The plague followed by a Cholera epidemic
occurred in 1553. Soldiers killed the minister in the church vestry in 1599 and the
town was burned down in 1631. In a 1658 altercation between Turkish troops,
Romanians and Saxons result in a drunken brawl and the burning of the church.
Lastly, Kurgans attacked the town in 1708 plundering homes and farms. By 1721
most of the homes were made of stone but only 73 were inhabited and 32 were
abandoned. Protestants from Austria emigrated to the town in 1734, 1735 and
between 1752 and 1756. The Protestant community center was built in 1898.

The church dates from the thirteenth century and was built as a three aisle
Romanesque church with a west tower. Only parts of the bell tower and the first
arcade arches of the Romanesque period survive. In 1480 the church signed a contract
with one Andreas Lapicida from Sibiu to alter the church. He completed alterations in
1495 late Gothic-style. The square bell tower walls are 2.7 m thick and 11 m on each
side. The round Romanesque windows were bricked up in 1495 and the upper floors
of the tower were fortified with battlements. The tower was heavily damaged in an
1802 earthquake.

The fortification complex began in 1500. The precinct double wall construction
was in the shape of an irregular pentagon with the distance between walls
approximately 3 meters. Square defensive towers were built along approaches to the
complex and shooting loopholes were installed along the walls. In 1550 two
forecourts north of the complex were constructed and stables built inside the walls. A
large octagonal tower was built in the inner wall along the south-east side of the
complex next to the river bank. A plague pulpit was built in the stables, where it
remains today. Recently, the inner walls in the north and east have been demolished
whilst the western gate tower was undermined by the Cibin river and collapsed.

REFERENCES: Anonymous, 1996: 143496.02; Dragut, 1979: 72-4; Fabini, 1998:
215-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 6; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 46-8; Henning, 1940: 55;
Kroner, 2003: 69; Lenk, 1839b: 238; Oprescu, 1961: 25; Roth and Alexander
Rosemann, et al., 1934: 68, 154; Steinburg, 1883-4: 11795; Teutsch, 1862: 70;
Teutsch, 1925b: 227-8; Vatasianu, 1959: 534, 582; Wagner, 1977: 350; Werner, 1900:
374; Zimmermann, 1892: 27
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Fig. 2.43.1: Schematic overview of the church and complex.
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Fig. 2.43.2: View of Cristian from the southeast showing the complex entrance and octagonal
(Speckturm) tower.

Fig. 2.43.3: Northeast view of the choir and Fig. 2.43.4: Interior of northeast flanking
staircase with loopholes. tower and precinct wall.
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Fig. 2.43.6: View from the east of the double  Fig. 2.43.7: View of gate and octagonal tower from
precinct wall. the northwest.



David Morgan Saxon Fortified Churches from the 13th to 16th Centuries 197

2.44. SITE NAME: Curciu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Kirtsch, Kiikiillokoros

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic

LOCATION: Curciu lies 7 km northeast of Medias in a remote valley. The village is
5 km north of Dirlos via a dirt track. The fortified church complex is on high ground
west of the village. Curciu’s latitude is 46°25'00" N and longitude is 24°40'00" E.
Elevation is approximately 377 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1322 Curciu was noted when a person named Petrus de Keureus was
called as a witness in a trial. By 1430 further documentation determined that conflict
was commonplace in the area. In 1444, Hungarian nobles attempted to align the
village with the Hungarian factions in area. In 1516 the village became a free village
of the Medias chapter with 59 landlords, 3 widows, 2 shepherds and a school master.
By 1532 some 74 landlords lived in Curciu. In 1784 the church borrowed money
from a family from Medias and a Romanian was appointed as a judge in 1879.

The church of Curciu dates from the 1300s. It was built as a Gothic three aisle
church with a west tower. The five sided choir has groin vaulting typical of the area.
The vaulting allowed the weight of the roof to be evenly distributed throughout the
pillars and walls as the main points of the vaulting rest on the tops of the pillars.
Uniquely, the north side of the choir has a barrel-vaulted vestry. Between 1810 and
1814 the church was renovated and the tower reinforced with iron bands.

The fortified church complex is surrounded by an oval shaped single precinct wall.
A gate tower on the south side of the church had a barrel-vaulted entrance with
portcullis. The gate tower was refurbished in 1863. In the east precinct wall is a late-
Gothic two storied chapel built into the wall as a projecting five sided polygon
structure. The chapel was refurbished in 1969.

REFERENCES: Dancu and Dancu, 1975: 148; Dragut, 1979: 76; Fabini, 1998: 358-
61; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 200-1; Giindisch, 1987: 127; Lenk, 1839b: 342; Miiller,
1929: 166; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 29; Teutsch, 1857: 231;
Vatasianu, 1959: 519-21; Wagner, 1977: 374; Zimmermann, 1892: 368

Fig. 2.44.1: Schematic view of Curciu c.

AD 1500. Fig. 2.44.2: Schematic of the Curciu complex
c. AD 1500.
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Figure 2.44.3: View from the southeast of the Fig. 2.44.4: View of precinct wall and small
gate tower and fortifications. chapel from the southeast.

Fig. 2.44.5: View of
abandoned church
and complex from
the northeast.
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2.45. SITE NAME: Daia

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Thalheim, Duelmen, Dolmany

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Daia lies some 14 km east of Sibiu along the Sibiu to Agnita road. The
fortified church complex lies west on a hill overlooking the village. Daia’s latitude is
46°15'00" N and longitude is 24°90'00" E. Elevation is approximately 553 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1327 when it was recorded as a member of the
Sibiu chapter. Evidence suggests that the village had existed in the 1100s as a settler
village with livestock. Between 1332 and 1335 the village appears on the Papal tax
lists. By 1488 some 14 landlords and 3 arms men lived in Daia. In the 1500s the
village had several disputes with neighboring villages over land rights. The Saxon
nation ruled in favor of other villages and Daia lost every dispute. The village was
partly burned in 1600 by troops of Michael the Brave and the entire village burned
down in 1698. Kurgan raiders attacked the village in 1702 and the plague struck in
1719 when records indicate some 104 persons died.

The church dates from the 1300s and was built as a Romanesque three aisle church.
It displays typical round arches in the arcades and a polygon 5/8" choir with ribbed
vaulting. In 1778 a renovation of the church was completed including the present
church vaulting. The bell tower is south of the church and is a part of the precinct
wall. The tower has barrel vaulting, shooting loopholes and was designed as a fortified
position. The church complex contains a simple oval precinct wall. However, the
wall currently is in poor condition.

REFERENCES: Dancu and Dancu, 1975: 154; Fabini, 1998: 743; Gerster and Rill,
1997: 51-3; Lenk, 1839a: 234; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 16;
Vatasianu, 1959: 17-21, 32; Wagner, 1977: 350

Fig. 2.45.1: Schematic of
the Daia complex c. AD
1500.
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Fig. 2.45.2: View of church complex commanding presence above the village from the southeast.

Fig. 2.45.3: Detailed view of abandoned tower and hall-church from the southeast.
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2.46. SITE NAME: Dealu Frumos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Schonberg, Schinebédnch, Lesses

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Dealu Frumos Daia is 5 km east of Agnita on the road to Circu. The
church complex is in the center of the village. Dealu Frumos’s latitude is 45°98'30" N
and longitude is 24°70'00" E. Elevation is approximately 507 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1321 in records detailing a purchase of land. In
1374 a neighboring village purchased land rights from Dealu Frumos and the contract
was renewed in 1390. By 1500 some 51 landlords lived in Dealu Frumos when a
local mill was established. In 1547, records indicate that Dealu Frumos was a part of
proceedings by the Saxon Nation University in arbitrating disputes between the
village and neighboring lacobeni. Military authorities leased area around the village
for maneuvers space throughout the nineteenth century. A major fire occurred in 1870.

The church and bell tower date form the 1300s. Originally the church was built as a
tower-less three aisle Romanesque pillar church. The central aisle had a flat ceiling
and the side aisles had cross vaulting installed. Between the side aisles there were five
round arches on columns. The square choir has cross vaulting, a triumphal arch and a
semi-circular apse. Three entrances were constructed, on the west (main), south and
north sides of the church.

In 1500, the church was fortified so that the side aisles were expanded with barrel
vaulting; Gothic arched windows were also installed into the side aisles. The west
tower was incorporated into the church and attached to the central aisle. The lower
floors of the tower had barrel vaulting installed and the upper floors had an external
walkway along the battlements and a pyramidal-style military roof installed. Over the
choir a defensive tower was built complete with battlements and roof.

The fortified complex is surrounded by a rectangular precinct wall with shooting
loopholes and casting oriels. In each corner of the wall a square defensive tower was
built with pyramidal roof. In the early 1500s, the south side of the complex was
expanded and a pentagonal defensive tower built on the south-east side. In 1647, the
north wall was shifted out some 5 meters and the new wall built containing two rows
of shooting loopholes. The complex is in extremely good condition with few
alterations from the 1500s, making this one of the best examples of this type of
fortification.

REFERENCES: Dancu and Dancu, 1975: 184; Fabini, 1998: 678; Fabritius-Dancu,
1983a: 18; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 236; Kroner, 2003: 3; Lenk, 1839c: 427; Oprescu,
1961: 47; Roth and Alexander Rosemann, et al., 1934: 132; Vatasianu, 1959: 66-8,
580-1; Wagner, 1977: 364
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Fig. 2.46.1: Schematic
overview of the church
and complex.

Fig. 2.46.2: Exterior view of the complex from the northwest.
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2.47. SITE NAME: Dirlos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Durles, Darlac

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Dirlos lies 7 km east of Medias along the north bank of the Tirnava
river. The village is isolated along a dirt track with the church on high ground
overlooking the west side of the village. Dirlos’s latitude is 46°18'30" N and
longitude is 24°40'00" E. Elevation is approximately 302 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The documented history of Dirlos begins in 1317 when it was listed as a
possession of one Bans Simon. That same year, the king gave the judicial oversight of
village to the Saxon chapter of Medias. In 1325 ownership was divided between the
sons of Bans Simon and in 1332 the village appears on the Papal tax lists. The plague
struck in 1719 and some 95 people died and a fire in 1872 destroyed much of the
village. As late as 1870 most of the village was Saxon and remained so until 1992.

The church dates from the early 1500s and was built as a Gothic-hall church
without a tower. The church walls are made from river stones and it contains a flat
ceiling inside. The west front has a Gothic arched entrance door and there is a
polygon shaped choir. The external prop columns are terraced to allow for the change
in elevation and the choir has stone ribbed vaulting with six supporting piers to carry
the weigh of the vaulting. Three narrow Gothic windows provide illumination of the
choir. On the south side of the church are three Gothic windows with tracery and a
stone rosette over the west doors. The church was restored in 1972 by the county
building department. In 1972 the roof was extended over the external walls to protect
wall painting dating from the 1500s.

In 1975 several wall murals were discovered in the church that date from the early
1600s. These, in addition to the external wall frescos that date from the early 1500s,
are unique to Saxon art in this region but are strikingly similar to the painted
monasteries of Bucovina  Paintings are similar to the orthodox Iconography from
the Moldovan region.

The fortified complex is built on a hill overlooking the village and construction is
based on the contours of the terrain. It had an irregular shaped single precinct wall
surrounding the complex of which only a partial 1 meter high section remains today.
The slope falls away steeply along the west front and stairs were cut into the hillside
to allow access. The fortified complex buildings included a parsonage that dated from
the 1500s. It was renovated in 1764 and 1865. The building was torn down in 1900
and a new building put up in its place.

REFERENCES: Dragut, 1979: 76; Fabini, 1998: 161-4; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 60;
Gerster and Rill, 1997: 182; Gyorfty, 1987: 551; Hienz, 1960: 258; Lenk, 1839a: 238;
Vatasianu, 1959: 553; Wagner, 1977: 188; Zimmermann, 1892: 321
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Wastamsicht der Kirche won Durles

Fig. 2.47.1: (Left) west front of church with
Gothic arch entrance.

Fig. 2.47.2: (Above) drawing of the west front
with Gothic arch entrance.

0 10m

Fig. 2.47.3: Schematic of the church with black indicating c. AD 1500 construction.
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2.48. SITE NAME: Dobirca

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Dobring, Doborka

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: The village of Dobirca is 5 km south of E 68, the Sibiu to Sebes
highway. The dirt track cut-off to the village is east of Miercurea Sibiului. The
church complex lies on the northwest side of the village on high ground overlooking
the village and surrounding area. Dobirca’s latitude is 45°85'00" N and longitude is
23°76"70" E. Elevation is approximately 424 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: First documented in 1309, the village had a minister named Johann
noted in Alba Julia church documents. In 1462 a royal judge settled a communal land
dispute between the village and Apoldu de Sus in favor of Dobirca. By 1500 some 61
landlords, 3 poor people and a schoolmaster lived in the village. The number of
landlords increased to 80 by 1599. That same year, Michael the Brave burned the
church. It suffered the same fate in 1658 from the Turks. Unusually, in 1675, a
woman from the village was tried and burned as a witch in Sibiu. The village was
plundered by imperial troops in 1705 and the village lost the last land dispute recorded
in 1771 to Apoldu de Sus.

The church was built in Romanesque form and has a bell tower dating from the
1300s. The layout was a pillar arcade with three aisles and a west tower with loft.
The nave had five arcade arches and a triumphal arch on the east side. The choir was
square and the church contained a clergy door along the south wall. The church was
altered in 1481 to a Gothic-hall church. Barrel vaulting covered the nave and a second
triumphal arch was installed. Gothic arched windows were installed and a polygon
shaped choir was redesigned with arched windows. A vestry was built on the north
side of the choir. Beginning in 1500 the tower and church were fortified: the walls
were thickened and a floor installed over the choir for defense. Access to the floor
was via a spiral staircase in the south-east corner. The bell tower was fortified by
increasing the wall thickness to 2 meters and transforming it into a donjon. The
donjon had casting oriels installed on all sides and a portcullis built on the south
entrance. The upper floors of the donjon were accessed by stairs and a well was dug
in tower. The church burned down in 1599 and repaired in 1631. The church was
renovated in 1741 and the interior refurbished from 1867 to 1872.

The complex oval shaped precinct wall of AD 1500 was between 7 and 8 meters
high and contained shooting loopholes and an allure with battlements. Three
protruding defensive towers were built with the east tower designed as the gate tower.
In the early 1600s, the east wall was demolished and pushed out some 10 meters. A
smaller defensive tower was added at this time to the east wall.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 149-51; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 2; Gerster and Rill,
1997: 180; Gheorghiu, 1985: 162; Kroner, 2003: 120; Lenk, 1839a: 267; Oprescu,
1961: 27; Vatasianu, 1959: 582-3; Wagner, 1977: 360
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Bauphasen  (Building Phases)
B crsee (First)
zweite (Second)
B dritte (Third)

A A vierte (Fourth)

Fig. 2.48.1: Schematic of the Dobirca church complex and its phases of development.

Fig. 2.48.2: Southwest view of the church and Fig. 2.48.3: Drawing of the east front with

ruined precinct wall with cemetery in the entrance gate and precinct defenses.
foreground.
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2.49. SITE NAME: Dumbradveni

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Eisabethstadt, Erzsébetvaros

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon fortified complex remnant /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Dumbraveni is 20 km east of Medias north of the Tirnava river. The
church lies on the west side of the village. Dumbraveni’s latitude is 46°23'30" N and
longitude is 24°56'70" E. Elevation is approximately 386 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1332 when the village was placed on the papal
tax list. Throughout the 1300s the village was bought and sold by nobles until 1378
when King Ludwig ordered the village to be united, but the villages could not agree
on the ownership, many Saxons left due to the uncertainty. In 1391, an agreement
between nobles eight villages were divided up and ownership settled. In 1448
Dumbraveni gained a royal judge and many Saxons began to return. Romanians
continued to live in the village in increasing numbers and by 1473 were the majority
of the inhabitants. Although it was only in 1516 that the first Romanian service was
held in the church. By 1586 only Romanians lived in Dumbraveni. In 1603 Saxon
troops sided with imperial troops and fought Hungarian nobles in the village; the
village and church were burned and destroyed. Romanian troops, in 1661, under
Walachian leader Radu Serban lived for eight months in the village. Michael Apafi
was appointed prince of the village and in 1685 Armenian settlers arrived and were
allowed to settle. By 1764, the Armenians were able to purchase farming rights to the
surrounding lands. The village was declared a royal free city in 1790 by the Federal
state parliament. An evangelical church was established in 1824 with 127 members.

In 1448, a church built by Romanian Anna Apafi was documented. In 1771 the
Saxon Catholic church took over the building. The foundations are of a Gothic-hall
church with prop columns. The small church was hall-style, with a bell tower and
barrel vaulting. In 1925 it became an Armenian-Catholic church. While Saxon in
nature, origins have yet to be proven.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 173-4; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 183; Gyorffy, 1987:
551; Kroéner, 2003: 87,87, 120; Lenk, 1839a: 307; Siegmund, 1931: 99; Siegmund,
1933: 19; Wagner, 1977: 188; Wolff, 1881: 33

2.49.1: Schematic of the
Dumbriveni church
and other structures
possibly from the Apafi
church.
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2.50. SITE NAME: Dupus

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Tobsdorf, Toppensterf, Tablas

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Dupus is 5 km northeast of Biertan along a dirt track. The church is on
the southeast side of the village on high ground. Dupus’s latitude is 46°15'00" N and
longitude is 24°50'00" E. Elevation is approximately 451 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1267 when it was the possession of a Nicholas
Magnus. By 1357 the village was declared a free village on royal land governed by
the Medias chapter of the Saxon Nation. By 1532, the village had 69 landlords. In
1727 a land dispute with Biertan was settled by the Mediag authorities.

The church dates from the early 1500s. It was built as a hall church without a
tower. The hall and choir are the same width and have 12 external prop columns.
Between the prop columns are brick arches. A military floor was installed above the
vaulting for defense. The military floor contains shooting loopholes and machicolated
arches covered by a steep hip roof. The floor entrance is via a spiral staircase in the
north-west corner of the church. The west entrance was bricked and Gothic ribbed
vaulting installed throughout. A triumphal arch separates the choir from the nave and
a vestry. A freestanding bell tower was built west of the church. The tower is lower
than the church giving it an unusual look. The tower base is of brick with the upper
section made of wood and contains a battlement around the upper floor and a
pyramidal roof.

The fortified complex was surrounded by a 7 meter rectangular single precinct wall.
The wall had arrow loops throughout the perimeter but no towers or bastions. The
walls were mostly dismantled in 1901 and a school built with materials. The complex
grounds were repaired and re-landscaped in 1957.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 748; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 67; Gerster and Rill,
1997: 242; Kroner, 2003: 115; Lenk, 1839c: 234; Vatasianu, 1959: 800; Wagner,
1977: 374; Wolff, 1881: 95

Fig. 2.50.1: Schematic of the Dupus church with vaulting and stairs to the
fortified roofing.
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Fig. 2.50.2: (Above left) west entrance free standing bell tower with battlements.
Fig. 2.50.3: (Above right) north side of the church with defense elements.

Fig. 2.50.4: North side of the hall-style church with defense elements and stairway.
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2.51. SITE NAME: Ernea

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Ehrgang, Szaszeryne

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / unknown

LOCATION: Ernea is 5 km southeast of Dumbraveni on the north bank of the
Tirnava river. The village is isolated and can only be reached via a dirt track from
Dumbraveni. Ernea’s latitude is 46°23'30" N and longitude is 24°53'30" E. Elevation
is approximately 359 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Initially, the village was known as ‘Emmerich Emyei’ first cited in
1339. Afterward, the village was called Ernee. In the Middle Ages Ernea was a
Saxon village with Hungarian and Romanian families living there as well. By 1650
the village had 14 families that increased until by 1714 some 36 families lived there.
In 1787 a total of 108 families lived in the village. A political controversy in 1675 led
the National princesses to prevent an evangelical minister from taking over the church
in the village. The village was predominantly Saxon but had a high population of
Hungarians. The last Saxon prediger or lay preacher, a man called Andreas Irtell, died
in 1783. The Saxon chapter charter for the village expired in 1788 and was not
renewed.

Presently, there are no Saxons in the village. Local Romanian villagers believe that
the church was located on the eastern side of the village on high ground. Presently, no
investigation has confirmed this and no records remain to verify this.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 166; Gyorffy, 1987: 552; Lenk, 1839c: 121;
Siegmund, 1931: 97; Wagner, 1977: 188; Zimmermann, 1892: 500
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2.52. SITE NAME: Floresti

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Felsendorf, Falzenderf, F6ldszin

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Floresti lies some 7 km south of Laslea south of the Tirnava river. The

village is isolated and can only be reached via a dirt track from Laslea. The church is

in the center of the village. Floresti‘s latitude is 46°20'00" N and longitude is

24°65'00" E. Elevation is approximately 360 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The history of the village of Floresti dates from 1305 when the Apafi

family divided the land up between themselves. In 1322 Voiwode (Prefect) Thomas

transferred control of the village to Alba Julia setting the rights of the village under

control of the Saxons. Control of the village shifted between heirs of the Apafi family

and the Saxon nation throughout the 1300s and 1400s. Arguments between Romanian

families and the Saxon church continued in the 1600s with the villagers refusing to

pay for the support of the village minister. By 1693, the controversy ended and the

minister continued living and working in the village. Today, no Saxons remain in the

village.

The church dates from 1424 and was built as a Gothic-hall church and bell tower
built by the brothers Antonius and Markus Bethlen. The polygonal choir has ribbed
vaulting and the church walls are supported by external prop columns. A triumphal
arch is located between the choir and the nave of the church. The present bell tower
was built in 1835 after a fire destroyed the tower and roof of the original church. The
church was renovated in 1896 and a marble headstone dating from 1424 was placed in
the choir. The church was abandoned in 1992 and is presently being used for
materials by the villagers.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 186-7; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 185; Gyorfty, 1987:
797; Lenk, 1839a: 374; Siegmund, 1933: 23; Wagner, 1977: 288; Wolff, 1881: 38

Parish House
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Fig. 2.52.1: South view of the church. Fig. 2.52.1: Schematic of the church and out
buildings.
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2.53. SITE NAME: Fintinele

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Krebsbach, Szeben-Kakova

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Fintinele lies 4 km south of Sacel and highway E 68 between Sibiu and
Sebes and 10 km from Cristian. The church in the center of the village. Fintinele’s
latitude is 45°75'00" N and longitude is 23°91'70" E. Elevation is approximately 753
meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Historically, the village dates from 1322 but a settlement appears to have
been there before then. In 1322 the settlement was documented as ‘villis Olaceis’. The
village was on the border of a dispute between nobles in 1366 and plundering by rival
factions was a constant problem. In 1383 the village came under the control of Bishop
Gobelinus and his family. In 1492 it paid taxes to the Saxon nation and throughout the
1500s and 1600s, the village changed ownership between nobles.

The church today is an orthodox church with no visible remains of the Saxon
structure. The Saxon church complex gatehouse remains next to the present church.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 408; Gyorffy, 1987: 182-3; Lenk, 1839b: 190; Wagner,
1977: 356; Werner, 1900: 574; Zimmermann, 1892: 365

Fig. 2.53.1: View from the south of the
Orthodox Church in the village center.

Fig. 2.53.2: Original Saxon gate house and
remnants of the fortified complex precinct wall
with the Orthodox Church in the background.
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2.54. SITE NAME: Fofeldea

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hochfeld, H6f6ld - Fofeld

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Fofeldea is 8 km northeast of Hosman and 4 km from the Sibiu to
Agnita road. The village can only be reached via a dirt track from the Agnita road.
Fofeldea‘s latitude is 45°83'30" N and longitude is 24°00'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 543 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Fofeldea dates from the 1330s when it was mentioned as being owned
by a noble. In 1382, the settlement appeared as mansion ‘Hoffeld’ and by 1402 the
village had several families including a shoemaker. As part of the 1487 controversy,
the village was declared a royal possession and not a noble possession based on the
king’s royal lands and grants. In 1488 some 45 Hospites or followers of the
Hospitalers (Knights Hospitalers) lived in the village. The village transitioned in the
mid-1500s to Romanian families and by 1598 some 14 families lived in the village.
No Saxons remain in the village today and the church has been incorporated to a
Romanian orthodox structure. Definitive structural design of the Saxon church is
undefined and uninvestigated. No records remain of the building.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 56; Fabini, 1998: 300; Lenk, 1839b: 321; Siegmund,
1931: 113; Siegmund, 1933: 20; Wagner, 1977: 370

2.55. SITE NAME: Gales

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Gallusdorf, Szebengalos

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: Gales is approximately 2 km west of Siliste and 3 km from E 68
between Sibiu and Sebes. The church is in the center of the village. Gales’s latitude
is 45°80'00" N and longitude is 23°86'70" E. Elevation is approximately 582 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: The village appears in 1322 under the name of ‘quinque villis Olaceisu’
or the Village of five farms. 1383 was the first time that the name of Gallusdorf was
used as being owned by Bishop Gobelinus. Records indicate that in the early 1500s,
the village paid taxes to the Saxon Nation and in 1554 the village was recorded as
being a Saxon possession. The village is now a Romanian village and it is
undetermined as to the time and circumstances as to the transfer.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 199; Gyorffy, 1987: 183; Kroner, 2003: 159; Lenk,
1839b: 8; Miiller, 1906: 575; Siegmund, 1933: 6; Wagner, 1977: 356; Wolff, 1881:
43; Zimmermann, 1892: 365, 395
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2.56. SITE NAME: Gherdeal

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Giirteln, Girtein, Gerdaly

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with unfortified church in a fortified complex /
Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Gherdeal is in a remote side valley of the Olt River accessible via a dirt

track from the village of Bruiu some 3 km distance. The church lies on high ground

on the east side of the village. Gherdeal’s latitude is 45°85'00" N and longitude is

24°73'30" E. Elevation is approximately 556 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village dates from 1332 when it was mentioned as in ‘Valle

Gerrudis’. The village was recorded as being a part of the Sibiu Chapter. The village

suffered after a fire in 1526 and by 1532 some 14 families inhabited the village. The

1768 village communal land dispute with Bruiu was not resolved until 1815.

The church and bell tower was begun in 1520 with monies provided by the Sibiu
chapter. The present church dates from 1816 when the original church was torn down.
The church is a hall-style church with separate tower that was finished in 1850. The
church choir is square with a semi-circular apse and stucco ceilings. Separating the
church and nave is a triumphal arch. On the west side of the church is a Loft. The
choir and nave have Romanesque round arch windows and the tower was capped off
with a pyramidal roof.

The fortified church complex began in the early 1500s. The complex had a single
rectangular precinct wall with four towers, of which all but the south-east tower
remains. The south-west tower was modified in 1846 to become a gate tower;
originally, the tower was used to store fruit and meat. In the 1800s a school and
parish chapter house were built along the south-east wall. Both were then renovated
in 1912. The complex was repaired in 1964 and 1987 by local building authorities.
REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 256-7; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 191; Lenk, 1839a: 16;
Wagner, 1977: 364

Fig. 2.56.1: View from the Fig. 2.56.2: Parish chapter house from the southeast.
northwest of the church and

defensive flanking tower
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2.57. SITE NAME: Ghijasa de Jos

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Untergesil}, Alsobezés

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown
LOCATION: Ghijasa de Jos lies some 6 km northwest of Nocrich on the north side
of the Hartibaciu river. The isolated village’s only road is a dirt track now in very
poor condition. The Saxon church cemetery and entrance is in the center of the
village. Ghijasa de Jos’s latitude is 45°91'70" N and longitude is 24°38'30" E.
Elevation is approximately 498 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: First documented in 1319 as the settlement of ‘Zeech’, by 1364 the
settlement was recorded as being owned by one Martunfoiwa Seez. In 1721
documents indicate that the village consisted of 128 families.

There are no Saxons remaining in the village today and the location of the church is
undetermined. No documentation is available as to the time of the last Saxons leaving
the village.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 769; Giindisch, 1989: 342; Lenk, 1839a: 30; Miiller,
1906: 208; Siegmund, 1933: 26; Wagner, 1977: 288

Fig. 2.57.1: Probable but unconfirmed site of the original Saxon church now an Orthodox church
but with much older remains of structures surrounding the building.
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2.58. SITE NAME: Giacas

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Gogeschdorf, Jakobsdorf, Gyakos

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: The village of Giacas is located 3 km north of Alma off of the Medias
to Sighisoara highway on the west bank of the Tirnava river. The church is in the
center of the village. Giacas’s latitude is 46°23'30" N and longitude is 24°46'70" E.
Elevation is approximately 340 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Giacas dates from 1337 in a transaction between Hungarian nobles.
Records indicate a noble named George Bakoch owned the village in 1435. Through
out the 1500s, Hungarians lived in the village until 1600 when they accepted Saxon
control over the village. By 1701, only the Hungarian Prediger named Matthias and a
single Saxon family remained in the village. In 1832 some 30 evangelical members
lived in the village with 150 Romanians. The village was dissolved by authorities in
1966 and is only now being re-populated.

The small Gothic medieval church was torn down and dismantled in 1969. No
records remain of the structure.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 211-2; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 197; Giindisch, 1983a:
576; Gyorfty, 1987: 553; Lenk, 1839b: 64; Wagner, 1977: 188; Wolff, 1881: 45

2.59. SITE NAME: Glimboaca

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hiinherbach, Glimboka

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Former Saxon village with no Saxon remnants / unknown

LOCATION: The village of Glimboaca lies some 8 km west of Cirta along the north
bank of the Olt river. The isolated village’s best road is a dirt track some 4 km east
from Satadate and a poorer dirt track 2 km west of Cohun. Glimboaca’s latitude is
45°78'30" N and longitude is 24°46'70" E. Elevation is approximately 407 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: The village was originally recorded in 1322 as ‘Honrabah’ abbey and
owned by the abbey of Cirta. In 1418, Cirta’s tax records indicate that Glimboaca was
paying their obligations in full and on time. By 1532, the village had 50 landlords, in
1548, 8 Hospites also lived in the village.

There are no Saxons remaining in the village today and the location and size of the
church are unknown. No documentation is available as to the time of the last Saxons
leaving the village.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 56; Fabini, 1998: 310; Lenk, 1839b: 25; Mittelstral3,
1961b: 60; Miiller, 1906: 69; Nussbacher, 2000: 284; Siegmund, 1933: 12; Wagner,
1977: 370
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2.60. SITE NAME: Gura Riului

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Auendorf, Gurar6

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / Gothic

LOCATION: The village of Gura Riului is located 7 km south of Orlat and 10 km
southeast of Cristian and highway E 68. Gura Riului’s latitude is 45°73'30" N and
longitude is 23°98'30" E. Elevation is approximately 524 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: Initially known in 1476 as ‘Awendorff’ the village was a noble’s
mansion. In 1558 the village was recorded as building a monastery. No other
evidence of this monastery has been found and there is no indication of any
construction. In 1611 Prince Gabriel Bathori confirms that the village is owned by the
town of Cristian. In 1612, Prince Bathori authorized, with the Saxon Nation,
Romanian families to settle in Gura Riului. The family had to pay a fee of 40 guldens
to Cristian to settle in the village and communal land disputes followed the decision.

There are no Saxons remaining in the village today and the location and size of the
church are imbedded in the present evangelical church No documentation is available
as to the time of the last Saxons leaving the village.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 256; Fabini, 1998: 30-1; Giindisch, 1989: 84; Lenk,
1839b: 61; Wagner, 1977: 350-1

Fig. 2.60.1: Present evangelical church on
the site of the original Saxon church in
the center of the village.
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2.61. SITE NAME: Gusterita

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hammersdorf, Szenterzsebet

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Gusterita lies approximately 6 km northeast of Sibiu via a dirt track
some 2 km from highway 14. The fortified church complex lies on high ground in the
center of the village. Gusterita’s latitude is 45°81'70" N and longitude is 24°18'30" E.
Elevation is approximately 419 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village was first noted in 1309 as the mansion of one Johannes
Plebanus. By 1332, it was listed on the papal tax roles and in 1342 the village was
recorded as participating in a Sibiu council meeting as a free village. The Hungarian
King Vladislaus II visited the village in 1494. In 1600 the village was burned by
Austrian Imperial Army General Basta; again in 1602, the troops of Prince Sigismund
Bathori burned the village down. The village was occupied and then set on fire by the
Turks in 1658 and they completely destroyed the church complex in 1661. The plague
struck in 1710 killing some 132 people. After rebuilding by the inhabitants, the village
was largely made of stone buildings by 1721.

The Church of St. Andreas was begun in the thirteenth century as a three aisle
arcaded basilica with cross vaulting throughout. The church was altered so that by the
end of the 1400s, the church was Gothic in appearance and fortified with casting oriels
and a defensive floor over the choir. The choir had Gothic windows and tracery
supported by prop columns installed at this time. The bell tower was built as a donjon
with three upper (military) floors and defensive oriels built throughout.

The fortified complex has a single oval precinct wall constructed of stone and brick.
In its southeast corner stand a Gothic chapel also fortified with a double portal and a
5/8" reinforced choir.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1989: 132; Fabini, 1998: 267-70; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 192;
Gheorghiu, 1985: 186; Hienz, 1960: 224; Lenk, 1839d: 158; Roth and Alexander
Rosemann, et al., 1934: 145; Treiber, 1971: 46; Vatasianu, 1959: 25, 35; Wagner,
1977: 350; Wolff, 1881: 48; Zimmermann, 1892: 522
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2.62. SITE NAME: Gusu

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Gieshiibel, Giszhiwel, Kisludas

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / Gothic-hall

LOCATION: Gusu lies approximately 13 km northeast of Mercurea Sibiului along an
unimproved dirt road. The fortified complex is in the center of the village along the
west side of the stream that cuts through the village. Gusu’s latitude is 45°93'30" N
and longitude is 23°90'00" E. Elevation is approximately 399 meters above sea level.
CONTENT: The village dates from the early fourteenth century. First documentation
derives from 1348 when a noble was listed as being from the village. By 1428 the king
had rented the village out for a debt. The village was noted for its wine making and
production. The village was noted in dispatches in 1575 for supporting the Saxons and
Stephan Bathori in a local battle. In 1615 the village was part of a delegation of several
villages to join the Saxon Nation. Gusu suffered a major fire in 1892.

The church of St. Antonius is a fourteenth century Gothic-style hall church. It
underwent an extensive restoration in 1880 and in 1922 its medieval vaulting was
replaced with a flat stucco ceiling. The west side bell tower complete with pyramidal
roof was built between 1828 and 1830. There are no visible remains of the complexes’
fortifications in the village.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 208-9; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 186; Giindisch, 1983a:
348; Gyorffy, 1987: 172; Hienz, 1960: 265; Lenk, 1839b: 284; Teutsch, 1925b: 289;
Wagner, 1977: 176; Werner, 1900: 5-7

Fig. 2.62.1: View from the southeast of the church in the village center.
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2.63. SITE NAME: Hamba

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Hahnenbach Hunebich Kakasfaiva

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex /
Romanesque

LOCATION: Hamba lies approximately 2 km east of Sura Mare and highway 14 via a
dirt track. The fortified church complex is located on level ground in the center of the
village. Hamba’s latitude is 45°86'70" N and longitude is 24°20'00" E. Elevation is
approximately 532 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: In 1337, the village was noted as being on the papal tax rolls and church
records indicate that a Cristianus de Hanbach was the village priest from 1335 to 1337.
By 1349 the village became part of the Sibiu chapter of the Saxon Nation. After
several previous (village) boundary disputes, Sibiu fixed the boundary between Hamba
and Sura Mare in 1546. In 1705, a Kurgen raid severely damaged the village. The
village to date still contains several Saxon families.

The church and bell tower date from the thirteenth century when the church was
built as a Romanesque-style church. The church was fortified in the 1500s with
money supplied in 1520 from the Saxon Nation. The side aisles were bricked up and
fortified and at the same time and the tower was reinforced into a donjon with five
floors for defense. The fifth floor still contains the wooden walkway and battlements
that were capped by a reinforced pyramid roof. The church was altered in 1740 and
1749 and completely rebuilt between 1829 and 1830. The complex retained the donjon
tower but the church was converted to a hall-style church.

The fortified complex walls were traced in an extensive survey in 1954. Precinct
wall remnants were found to the north-west of the church along with the foundations of
the original parsonage building.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 258-9; Fabritius-Dancu, 1983a: 9; Gerster and Rill,
1997: 191; Gheorghiu, 1985: 45; Hienz, 1960: 272; Lenk, 1839b: 190; Nussbicher,
2000: 321; Trauschenfels, 1860: 367; Vatasianu, 1959: 178; Wagner, 1977: 350;
Werner, 1900: 58

Fig. 2.63.1:
Schematic of the
church and out
buildings.
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Fig. 2.63.3: Close-up view from the southeast of the church’s fortified tower and defensive elements
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2.64. SITE NAME: Hasag

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Haschagen, Hoisoyen, Hassag

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with fortified church in a fortified complex / Gothic

LOCATION: The village lies 18 km north of Ocna Sibiului on county highway 310.
The church complex lies on a hill overlooking the village. Hasag’s latitude is
45°96'70" N and longitude is 24°08'30" E. Elevation is approximately 375 meters
above sea level.

CONTENT: Hasag appears from 1263 when Duke Stefan gave the village to a
Hungarian noble. A grant in 1446 from Rome provided money to build the King
Sigismund chapel here. The village was destroyed by the Turks in 1658 and then
plundered in 1661. The Kurgens, unsuccessfully, laid siege to the village in 1707. In
1719, the plague struck killing some 59 persons.

The church and bell tower date from the fourteenth century when the church was
built in the Gothic-style. The church was fortified in the early 1500s with a donjon
tower, pyramid roof and battlements installed under the roof. In 1863 the church’s
defensive elements were removed in preparation for remodeling; this began in 1874
with a new bell tower and extension of the church side aisles. The church is currently
in need of repairs.

The fortified complex comprises a single precinct wall with shooting loopholes and
walkways. In 1874, the wall along the north and east side was pulled down and rebuilt
into the present design. Currently, the village caretaker building remains along the
southwest wall of the complex.

REFERENCES: Fabini, 1998: 274-5; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 193; Giindisch, 1983a:
166; Gyorfty, 1987: 769; Hienz, 1960: 273; Lenk, 1839b: 97, Wagner, 1977: 374,
Zimmermann, 1892: 90

R R
Fig. 2.64.1:
View from
the northwest
of the church

and cemetery.
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2.65. SITE NAME: Hoghilag

ALTERNATE SITE NAME(S): Halwelagen, Haiwelajen, Holdvilag

COUNTY / JUDET: Sibiu

SITE / CHURCH TYPE: Village with Saxon remnant / Gothic

LOCATION: Hoghilag lies 2 km east of Dumbraveni along the north bank of Tirnava
River. The fortified church complex is in the center of the village on a small rise of
high ground. Hoghilag’s latitude is 46°23'30" N and longitude is 24°61'70" E.
Elevation is approximately 327 meters above sea level.

CONTENT: The village was first noted in 1317. A document mentioning an Arch-
deacon Benedict from Hoghilag in 1428 confirms it as a free village. The village was
embroiled in several boundary disputes with the neighboring village of Valchid in the
later 1300s and the early 1400s. In 1428, the disputes were settled. By 1500 some 63
family landowners and 4 shepherds lived in the village. The village was plundered in
1603 and in 1661 many villagers were captured and sold off by Turkish troops as
slaves. The village was burned in 1702 and occupied by imperial troops in 1704.
During the 1849 revolution the village was robbed, plundered and burned. In 1938 a
new community center was built and in 1970 a flood destroyed some 29 houses and
properties here.

The church of St. Mary was built in 1446 in the Gothic-style. The church burned
down in 1724 and was rebuilt in 1756. Major roof repairs began in 1801 and the entire
church was leveled and replaced in 1828. The bell tower is also the gate tower and is
to the northeast of the church. It was fortified as a donjon in 1581 and remodeled in
1796 with an additional floor added.

The fortified complex originally had a double precinct wall in the shape of an oval.
The inner wall was destroyed in 1820 and in 1893 the south precinct outer wall was
dismantled. By 1906 the remainder of the walls along with the smoke houses and roof
fortifications were dismantled. Remains of the defensive architecture are visible today
in the gate tower and entrance portal.

REFERENCES: Berger, 1894: 67; Fabini, 1998: 262-5; Gerster and Rill, 1997: 191;
Giuindisch, 1983a: 327; Giindis