


Midterm: the Data Curation Profile
Midterm Assignment
DUE: Friday, 14 February

Background: As a means to understand the culture of practice within your research discipline, you will be tasked with interviewing someone within your field (your advisor, a favorite researcher in your department, etc.) in order to create a Data Curation Profile (DCP). A DCP is essentially an outline of the “story” of a dataset or collection, describing its origin and lifecycle within a research project. A DCP can, for a given research project, provide insight into areas of attention for data management, help assess information needs related to datasets created, help identify data services needed, and create a starting point or roadmap for curating a dataset for archiving and preservation. http://datacurationprofiles.org/ The goal of the assignment is to get a “reality check” on how data are collected and handled by a researcher in your field, which may or may not reflect some of the best practices that we discuss over the course of the quarter. Whereas a data specialist conducting an interview and creating a DCP would use the framework as a method to assist the interviewee in better managing their data, my intent is that you will reflect on the experience and consider how you may (or may not) be able to improve on the interviewee’s data management practices. 

NOTE: I am asking your permission to share your DCPs with a colleague (one of the creators’ of the DCP) and with future students (to use as examples). In order to do this, I am asking for consent from you and from your interviewee to share these materials (the DCP only) in a deidentified manner. Please indicate permissions (or lack thereof) in the “Licensing” section of the DCP table at the front (see page 4 of the DCP Template for the example). If permission is granted, I will remove your name, contact, and the interviewee’s name from the document before sharing it. Thanks in advance for considering giving me permission to share your work. 

Assignment: Create a modified DCP using the following modules/sections:

Required interview modules & DCP sections are highlighted.
	Interview Module
	Data Curation Profile Section

	Background / Demographic Questions (Interviewer’s Manual)
	Section 2 - Overview of the research

	Module 1 – The Data Set
	Section 3 - Data kinds and stages

	Module 2 – The Lifecycle of the Data Set
	

	Module 3 – Sharing
	Section 7 – Sharing & Access

		Module 4 – Access	
	

	Module 5 – Transfer of Data / Ingest into a Repository
	Section 6 - Ingest / Transfer

	Module 6 – Organization and Description of Data
	Section 5 - Organization and description of data (incl. metadata)

	Module 7 – Discovery
	Section 8 - Discovery

	Module 8 – Intellectual property
	Section 4 - Intellectual property context and information

	Module 9 – Tools
	Section 9 - Tools

	Module 10 – Linking / Interoperability
	Section 10 – Linking / Interoperability

	Module 11 – Measuring Impact
	Section 11 - Measuring Impact

	Module 12 – Data Management
	Section 12 – Data Management

	Module 13 – Data Preservation
	Section 13 - Preservation


Note: You may cover as many of the optional modules as you like, but they will not garner extra credit.

Audio recording: It is up to you to decide to take an audio recording of the interview if you would like. If you decide to record it, be sure to notify the interviewee of the recording and gain consent. Full transcription or partial indexing of the interview is not required, but indexing, at least, may be helpful. Talk with me, Student Media Services (in the Library) or with Media Services (for faculty, in Milam) if you need recording equipment to borrow.

Time commitment: The interview should be kept to 60 – 90 minutes or less. It might speed things along if you provide the interviewee with the Interview Worksheet beforehand. In that case, be sure to review their written answers and ask follow-up questions as you would if they had responded to the worksheet in sequence during the interview. Written responses alone will not provide you with the depth of information that you will need to complete the DCP. 
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