Outline your research project
Homework #3
DUE: Tue, 28 January, before class
[bookmark: _GoBack]Points possible: 10

Background: Your research project, process, tasks, and the people involved aren’t strictly data management topics, but the information does translate directly into the early sections of a data management plan. Having these well described is critical to your ability to apply the concepts of this course to your workflow. You  must take the time to be sure that these things are outlined before you can proceed with more in-depth and applied data management actions like creating a storage and backup strategy or creating metadata. Without having a project fleshed out, those theoretical concepts make no connection to YOU. 

Assignment: Address the following topics related to your research project:

CONTEXT:
1. What is your hypothesis/research question? 
2. Why is this research important (i.e. “Who cares?”)

PROCESS (from Section 1 of a generic data management plan):
1. Types of data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, and other materials to be produced in the course of the project
1.1. Description of data to be produced
· Experimental, observational, raw or derived, physical collections, models, images, etc.
1.2. How data will be acquired
· When? Where? Methods?
1.3. How data will be processed
· Software used, algorithms, workflows, protocols
1.4. File formats
· CSV, tab-delimited, naming conventions
1.5. Quality assurance and control
1.6. Existing data
· If existing data are used, what are their origins? Will your data be combined with existing data? What is the relationship between your and existing data?

Looking at the first section of a few example data management plans may be helpful:
UCSD, example DMPs from several NSF directorates: http://rci.ucsd.edu/dmp/examples.html
UNC Odum Institute example DMPs: http://www.irss.unc.edu/odum/contentSubpage.jsp?nodeid=570 
DataONE example DMPs: https://www.dataone.org/data-management-planning 
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